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Dope Panic 

A terrifying shortage of marijuana has been gradually spreading across the land, the 
droughts between dope shipments have been lengthening, and fear is in the air. We have 
previously explained in this space the reasons for the dope shortage: 1) steeply rising 
demand yet the same acreage planted to marijuana; 2) DEA efforts to defoliate or burn 
the marijuana fields (4 la Vietnam); 3) a DEA-Coast Guard blockade in the Caribbean 
and a DEA-Border Patrol electronic battlefield along the Mexican border; 4) the devalua- 
tion of the dollar has meant mucho marijuana and particularly hashish has been di- 
verted to more profitable markets than the U.S.A. 


Now, the dope shortage has reached crisis proportions, with no end in sight. Repeat: no 
end in sight. Although there is always a drought in the summer, this time the drought will 
not end. The old scene is over, baby. The reason is that the government is currently 
‘applying massive antidope programs to Colombia and Mexico. These programs were 
developed in Jamaica, which was used as an island test lab for DEA techniques. The tes 
study involved a blockade by the Jamaican Coast Guard, intensive surveillance by the 
Jamaican intelligence community, defoliation and burning of fields. and gigantic sums of 
U.S. tax money to buy the cooperation of everyone in sight. Orchestrating the whole 
show were the CIA planners currently assigned to and running the DEA. So much money 
was poured into Jamaica that it became more profitable to deal information than ganja, 
and thus the Jamaican connection was wiped out three years ago. 


Last year, these same methods were applied to Colombia and Mexico, except this time 
hundreds of millions of U.S. tax dollars were used. The program did not interdict the 
flow of dope ast oa of dope (just as the bombing of the Ho Chi Minh Trail never stopped the supply of 
armaments to the Viet Cong), but it has certainly reduced the flow. This does not stop 


marijuana use, just raises the price. So what's the point? Isn’t the cost of living high 
enough already without wasting tax dollars on driving the cost up further? 


ODEC (the Organization of Dope Exporting Countries) is being effectively 
“established,” just as the CIA and ITT destabilized Chile. The smart money is going out 
of the import game and into domestic cultivation. America is the greatest agricultural 
producer the world has ever known, and there is no reason this agriculture cannot 
include that nearly unkillable weed called marijuana. Meanwhile, smart consumers are 
saving their seeds and growing their own. One good seed grown to maturity equals one 
full pound of good marijuana. Can you really afford to throw them away? The luxury of 
imported dope is nearly over for most people, and that’s a plain fact. Imported dope is 
becoming as much a luxury as French wine. If people in America want to get high, they’ 
going to have to grow their own. As those who have gotten into high horticulture know, 
the best dope in the world is grown in windowboxes and closets. After all, you can give 
your few plants far more attention than a farmer can give thousands of plants, right? The 
techniques of growing good pot are readily learned—books on the subject abound. And 
excellent weed can be grown anywhere in the United States. 


The only hope for a high America is a return to the Victory Gardens that helped win 
World War Il. Operation Intercept in 1970 (generaled by G. Gordon Liddy) was Dope War 
1. Now we are faced with Dope War Il. Final victory must be achieved. Marijuana ecology 
demands that seeds be saved and planted. 


When Freedom Is Outlawed, Only Outlaws Will Be Free 

The general public (us) has no idea who really owns, controls and manages Time 
Magazine, the Washington Post, the New York Times, the three monopolistic TV net- 
works, Random House, Simon & Schuster and so on. Nor do we have any idea what their 
goals are. And the public will never learn from the aforementioned sources, either. Many 
fine people work for the straight media, but as A. J. Liebling said, freedom of the pre: 
belongs to those who own one. We own one, and this is an important point. After all, 

was the media that made marijuana illegal! Their pot scare campaigns created the 
temporary popular support that made it politically expedient to outlaw marijuana. The 
media (except for the underground press) fully cooperated in getting us in and keeping 
us in the Vietnam War and, after ten years of mass demonstrations, the media finally 
helped get us out. The media put Nixon in (over 90%of the daily newspa 

pers endorsed his candidacy in 1972, Watergate notwithstanding), and the media finally 
got rid of Nixon just a year later by publishing the truth. So you have a right to know 


Trans-High Corporation (THC—the parent company of High Times) was started to 
bring new consciousness projects into reality, particularly projects within the media. As 
we stated some time ago, we have no particular interest in manufacturing rolling papers 
or hash pipes, or starting High Times key clubs. We are mainly interested in opening up 
communication, providing access to information. One of the first THC projects was High 
Times magazine. It was a coldly conceived concept, there was nothing accidental about 
it, and we definitely expected it to succeed, eventually. Instead, it took off like a rocket, 
right from the beginning, and our main problem has been holding on. Holding on—to our 
personal identities, to our editorial independence, to our corporate independence, to 


reality, to our rapport and unique communication with our readers, to our sanity. Coping 
with the staggering business-financial-organizational problems caused by our rapid 
growth. Finding honest, competent. creative people to be the staff. And retaining our 
perspective amidst a barrage of publicity—all of it strangely favorable 


‘0 outsiders, the High Times “success story” appears to be a typical capitalist trip, 
with one or more individuals on top raking in tons of money to be used for buying 
Lamborghini sports cars, MacIntosh stereos, penthouses, Peruvian flake, and sexual 
companionship that resembles the people in the cigarette ads as closely as possible 

While we assure you that we at High Times fully appreciate the value of hedonism 
(learned in part from that pioneering personal researcher in the field, Hugh M. Hefner). 
the fact is that THC is owned b fund and the staff makes very modest 
salaries indeed. they will be given to organizations 
concerned with social, cultural, political and economic change. We'd like to own MacIn- 
tosh stereos. but other things are more important to us. Like putting out the best 
magazine imaginable. A magazine that has always been far more than a “dope’ 

magazine. Lately, as you have seen, we have been broadening our editorial scope even 
more. It is obvious that our readers want to hear about a broad range of contemporary 
and historical subjects. We have no desire to be limited to being the magazine of sub- 
stances that people put in their mouths. In this issue, you will notice more general news, 
more diverse features, much more music coverage, and more cultural and political 
coverage than ever before. We have added the National Weed section, continued and 
expanded our policy of using name authors and experts from every field, including 
topnotch investigative reporters, fiction writers, new journalists, old journalists, better 
editing, and hard-core dopers who know what they're talking about (we've been there, 
too, folks). Meanwhile, we will continue to have the best, the most accurate, the most 
interesting and entertaining, the most wideranging, creative, wildest, courageous cover- 
age of dope anywhere. If you see any serious competition, let us know. 


When High Times began, many people thought it was so slick and professional that it 
was surely a Madison Avenue production designed to “rip off” the dope culture. The 
reality is that the people who put out High Times were (and the hard core still are) 
admitted children of the Sixties—veterans of the civil rights movement, the underground 
press, SDS, White Panthers, Y.I-P., the preunderground Weathermen, Amorphia (an early 
legalize-pot organization) and all the rest. Since then we have added a sprinkling of 
straight professionals, particularly in the business area, to keep the economic wheels 
turning and the records straight. We hope those who deal with us have noticed a vast 
improvement. We have also added a sprinkling of magazine professionals from such 
places as Penthouse, Playboy, Oui, Good Housekeeping, Harcourt Brace, and so on. Most 
of these people were actively supporting what this magazine stands for long before 
coming here. Our average age is about 24 


Outsiders must also wonder: just how massive are the profits from such an obviously 
successful magazine as High Times? In the last six month accounting period, THC lost 
$33,000. During the same period, we gave $25,000 to NORML and lesser amounts 
to various other projects. Why are we losing money and why are we giving money 
away as well? 


First of all, High Times is extremely expensive to put out. We spend a lot of money on 
research, top-level writers, extensive editing, expensive high-quality art work, four-color 
printing, sophisticated independent marketing, top quality organization. We give money 
to NORML and other organizations because we know that they are barely surviving, that 
they work very hard, and it is not fair for us to have money when they need money—as 
long as we don’t undermine our survival. We don’t think we are undermining our 
survival; we think we are insuring it by supporting organizations for change, 
including NORML. 


We are also losing money because although the circulation of High Times is currently 
around 420,000, it is extremely expensive to have to service that size circulation without 
@ national distributor. The Big Five national distribution monopoly has boycotted High 
Times because of THC’s radical structure. Obviously, any magazine that can sell 420,000 
without a national distributor represents a serious threat to the hegemonic monopolistic 
control of the Big Five over what the public will be allowed to read. The Big Five are now 
financing a brace of “dope” magazines (High Times is not a dope magazine) intended to 
break the back of THC. But we have bad news for the Big Five and the establishment that 
controls them —there is room for plenty of counterculture magazines. But such a 
magazine must have a contemporary corporate structure or it is just another money- 
making media scheme available for purchase by the highest bidder. Remember Deep 
Throat’s admonishment to Woodstein—follow the money! 


Making money is not enough for us. Money and political “power” (often a goal in 
publishing) strike us as irrelevant. We are faced with a future that needs help. We know 
that as far as the future is concerned, we are playing for keeps. Our goal is to go all the 
way, whatever that may bring. & 


STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGE- 
MENT AND CIRCULATION (ACT OF AUGUST 
12, 1970. SECTION 3685. TITLE 39, UNITED 
STATES CODE) for November 1. 1976, of High 
‘Times, published monthly at 116 East 27th Street, 
New York. New York 10016, and having headquai 
ters and general business offices at 116 East 27th 
Street, New York. NY. 10016. 

‘The names and addresses of the publisher, Edi- 
tor and Managing Editor are: Publisher, Andrew 
Kowal, 116 East 27th Sreet, New York. N.Y. 10016: 
Editor. Pamela Lloyd Shakespeare, 116 East 27th 
Street. New York. N.Y. 10016; Managing Editor. 
Susan Wyler, 116 East 27th Street, New York. 
N.Y. 10016. 

The owner is Trans-High Non-Profit Trust, 
Attention: Andrew Kowal. 116 East 27th Street. 
New York, NY. 10016. Stock to the extent of more 
than one percent is registered in the name of the 
following companies. but the companies are a 
nominee for a number of stockholders, no one of 
whom is known to own more than one per- 
cent: None. 

‘The known bondholders. mortgages and other 
security holders owning or holding one percent or 
more of total bonds, mortgages or other securities 
are: None. 

39 USC. 9626 provides in pertinent part: “No 
person who would have been entitled to mail mat- 
ter under former section 4359 of this title shall 
mail such matter at the rates provided under this 
subsection unless he files annually for permission 
to mail matter at such rates.” 

In accordance with the provisions of this statute. 
Thereby request permission to mail High Times at 
the reduced rates presently authorized by 39 
USG. 3626. 

(Signed) Paul Tornetta, General Manager. 


‘The above paragraphs include, in cases where 
the stockholder appears upon the books of the 
company as trustee or in any other fiduciary rela- 
tion. the name of the person or corporation for 
whom such trustee is acting. also the statements in 
the two paragraphs show the affiants full 
knowledge and belief as to the circumstances and 
conditions under which stockholders and security 
holders who do not appear upan the books of the 
company as trustees hold stock and securities in a 
capacity other than that of a bona fide owner. 
Names and addresses of individuals who are 
stockholders of a corporation which itself is a 
stockholder or holder of bonds. mortgages or other 
securities of the publishing corporation have been 
‘cluded in the above paragraphs when the 
ferests of such individuals are equivalent to one 
percent or more of the total amount of the stock or 
securities of the publishing corporation. 

‘The average number of copies of each issue dur- 
ing preceding 12 months is (A) Total no. copies 
printed (net pressrun) 449,752; (B) Paid circula- 
tion: 1. Sales through dealers and carriers, street 
vendors and counter sales 958,626; 2. Mail 
subscriptions 26,313: (C) Total paid circulation 
384,939; (D) Free distribution by mail, carrier or 
other means: 1. Samples. complimentary, and 
other free copies 203: 2. Copies distributed to news 
agents but not sold 40,840; (E) Total distribution 
(sum of C&D) 425,982; (F) Office use. leftover, 
unaccounted, spoiled after printing 23770: (G) 
Total (sum of E&F) should equal net pressrun 
shown in (A) 449,752, The number of copies single 
issue nearest to filing date (July 1976) is (A) Total 
no. copies printed (net pressrun) 511.700; (B) Paid 
circulation: 1. Sales through dealers and carriers, 
street vendors and counter sales 362,000; 2. Mail 
subscriptions 36,363; (C) Total paid circulation 
398,383; (D) Free distribution by mail carrier, or 
other means: 1. Samples, complimentary and other 
free copies 203: 2. Copies distributed to news 
agents but not sold 94,600; (E) Total distribution 
(sum of C&D) 493.166; (F) Office use. leftover. 
unaccounted, spoiled after printing 18534; (G) 
Total (sum of E&F) should equal net pressrun 
shown in (A) 511.700. 

I certify that the statements made by me above 
are correct and complete. 


(Signed) Paul Tornetta. General Manager 


Letters 


Sins of the Fathers 

Your July story on sinsemilla was inter- 
esting but left much of the fascinating 
tale untold. Did you know. for instance. 
that Mexican farmers who specialize in 
growing seedless won't let their wives 
tend the plants? They believe the mari- 
juana females are extremely jealous of 
the presence of other women, In my five 
years of living and traveling all over 
Mexico. this is the only reason I have 
seen men exclude women from hard 
work. Ican’t imagine any time a Mexican 
man would give up his siesta to work 
instead of sending his wife to do it 
Sinsemilla is also much like a woman in 
that it takes the plant nine months fo 
produce those beau tiful colas, 

Having two good Mexican friends who 
cultivate sinsemilla (as did their fathers. 
grandfathers. etc.). I've learned many of 
their horticultural tricks. They are such 
well-kept secrets. and I could probably 
have my heart cut out for revealing them. 
but one so fascinated me that I feel I have 
to share it with you. They take a sliver of 
acote (a certain pine) and thrust it into 
the root of the plant below ground level 
when the plant is about four feet tall. 
This irritant prevents seeds from form- 
ing. Italso gives the grass pine flavor. 

Dearden’s article mentioned that sin- 
semilla is better than Thai sticks. Well. 
most of the sticks I've smoked were 


seedless, The art is evidently known 
throughout the world. | once smoked a 
joint with a Cuban guy. When I casually 
mentioned it was sinsemilla, he almost 
fainted. He told me his friends in Cuba 
always smoked it, but that I was the first 
person he'd met outside Cuba who knew 
what it was. 

Here is a photo of this rarity. The 
strongest comes from Puebla. a state 
bordering Guerrero and Oaxaca; the 
finest comes from the fields high on 
Popocatepetl. Another interesting fact: 
‘The best sinsemilla I've ever encoun- 
tered was grown neither by the above 
process nor by the one in your article, but 
from a special strain of seed reputed to be 
over a thousand years old. I found proof 
on the walls of a pyramid in Puebla. 
where pictures of it were drawn many 
centuries ago. — Richard P. Jackson, Tenn. 
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Gold Floats 

‘This unpleasant scene shows the murder 

of the best Colombian Gold we've ever 

seen. Some of these fellows are faithful 

High Times readers, but unfortunately 

we're in the U.S. Coast Guard. We were 
a small group of rocks 


about 175 miles south of Florida, when 
we spotted 18 hundred-pound bales of 
this lovely gold bud floating in the ocean. 
Too bad we couldn't keep it. But let me 
say with pride that our find didn't go 
untasted. —Tokers in the Guard 


Chain Reaction 

Tam not going to resubscribe to High 
‘Times, because the magazine is too sexist 
and male-heterosexual-oriented. For in- 
stance. why was there a picture of a 
woman dressed in leather and chains on 
the cover of the last issue, when the story 
had nothing whatsoever to do with 
women (thank Goddess!)? Why didn’t 
you show a picture of a man dressed in 
leather and chains? You wanted to entice 
heterosexual male perverts who love to 
see women tied up and humiliated. I'm 
glad the story was about faggots, but Iam 
disgusted that you put an innocent 
woman in chains on the cover. Besides 
being sexist and offensive, it is also false 
advertising. appealing to the most 
woman-hating, dangerous elements in 
men. The ad for the Rolling Stones is 
even worse. Mick Jagger should be the 
one tied up and bruised. He'd probably 
love it. 

The breast on the cover of your Octo- 
ber/November '75 issue was also offen- 
sive to me. So was the cover of May ‘76, 
with the cutesy heterosexual couple. 
live in farm country and no one looks like 
that. The woman on your cover is too 
coy and passive. 

Tve enjoyed your articles on astral 
travel and chocolate. among others. 
Basically I like the concept of the maga- 


zine, but itis too sexist for me to read. Ido 
not like to see pictures of naked men who 
write about fucking their plants. | guess I 
will have to wait ‘til there is a feminist 
High Times. 

— Ziggy Rider, Preston Hollow.N.Y. 


The people who make High Times ac 
tively strive to eradicate all types of 
sexual prejudice from our pages. Some of 
our efforts have undoubtedly seemed 
male-heterosexual-oriented. Others have 
been clearly aimed at the consciousness 
of gays, feminists or those who have the 
capacity to entertain any orientation. If 
you cannot bear to see a picture of a 
naked man, a cover showing a breast oF 
an S-&-M-oriented ad, this magazine is 
not for you. (Avid feminists, it should be 
noted, have been known to be into all 
three.) —Ed, 


Financing Freedom 
Your article concerning the 14 
Americans freed from the Mexican jail 
prompted me to send Dr. Sterling Davis a 
check to help reimburse his $80,000 ex- 
penditure. Perhaps others might consider 
financing such liberations if they were 
sure their investment would be repaid. 
Maybe Lloyd Dobbins of NBC's 
“Weekend” could explore this possibility 
with the American people. If the govern- 
ment can't help its citizens. then we must 
do it ourselves. 

—John Boyd, Langhorne. Pa, 


Solar Energy 
Here's a shot of my solarium garden. This 
potent local leaf grew from 


Michoacan seed and is still going strong. 
—Mary, San Francisco, Ca. 


Murder for Mushrooms 

Well. it’s the rainy season again in Miami. 
and here come the magic mushrooms. 
Unfortunately. picking is so competitive 
you have to be trodding the pastures at 


Before you choose 


a rolling paper: 


check it out. 
ae 


2» } 
Rizla Double-Wides: 
The world’s finest rolling papers are now 


available in the perfect size. 
(Menthol and Strawberry-Menthol, too). 


dawn with flashlight and bag in hand. 
because the fields are usually picked 
clean way before noon. Until last year. 
mushrooms were legal to possess. and 
the two greatest dangers were the 
poisonous species that grow alongside 
the real McCoy and getting harassed 
and/or busted for trespassing. This year. 
however. some morons decided to outlaw 
our psychedelic friends, so now we can 
also be busted for possession. In fact. just 
last week two young pickers were shot 
and killed by paranoid Miami police. The 
cops are suspended from duty pending 
investigation. which means the mur- 
derers are actually loose on the streets! 
It's a well-known fact that mushroom 
pickers are usually armed with little 
more than paper bags and mosquito 
repellant. What the hell were these gun- 
toting maniacs doing in a cow pasture at 
dawn, anyway? To avoid personally solv- 
ing these riddles. I had some friends bring 
me a bunch of fresh cow patties. full of 
spores. | now have them in my backyard. | 
tap loose all the spores from each new 
mushroom before removing the delicacy 
from the dung. I can now pick, eat and 
trip unmolested. I pray my fellow 
shroom-eaters enjoy the same peace of 
mind. —C.L., Miami, Fla, 


Quiet Grows the Don 

This is what warm Vermont sunshine 
can do for Don Peyote. I bought these two 
cacti (there are two “head” to each root) 
last winter when they were the size of 


half-dollars. Now they're all at least two 
inches in diameter. The largest one 
(Nowering) is also the parent of five 
others grown from its seeds. Never let it 
bessaid that Vermont isall snow and ice. 
—B.D.,Montpelier, Vt 


Strung Out on Milk 
T'mall for Richard Ashley’s point of view 
in “The Fight for Legal Cocaine” [High 
Times, June 1976]. and it’s obvious he 
knows what he's talking about. But 
sometimes he goes a bit too far: “The 
typical steady user is no more dependent 
on cocaine than the typical milk freak is 
on milk” Well. I'm a steady user. and 
maybe I'm no more dependent on the 
Lady than all those milk freaks are on 
moo—but it sure as hell costs me a lot 
more. Besides. you can always run out to 
the corner deli and buy a milk fix at 2:00 
AM. but I've yet to find a de 
that kind of service. 

—A Typical Coke 
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ak, New York, N.Y. 


Florida Keys 

Here is a picture of some of Miami mota 
verde. Colombian red seed was used to 
produce a Hawaiian-looking plant 


covered with seedless buds and red 
hairs—very sticky to the touch and an 


outrageous buzz, Well worth five months 
work! —Pancho de Oro, Miami, Fla, 


Pan-American High Way 
or Gringos Afield 

Thought I'd offer you some notes on my 
recent South American experiences: 

La Paz, Bolivia, ... heading for Chile. 
There's only one thing flatter than the 
Altiplano. and that's the ocean. ‘cept the 
Altiplano got no waves. And no roads. So 
we found a set of vehicle tracks and sat 
down in dusty sunset. west of Oruro. One 
truck passed a couple hours before dark, 
and we could still see its lights as the 
stars rose. 

Arrow and I finally got a lift in a 
pickup that was getting a lift itself in the 
back of another truck, Mighty comforta- 
ble. but bogged down in the salt pans. 
Later the ice was thick on the windows. 
and the salt could've been a street of 
endless ice in the full moon. 

Chile was a breath of fresh airand new 
grass. Hitching is fine. and the smoke is 
good and cheap. Santiago is neat. with 
superb pinball and dope at $5 a hand. 
Units of measure are anthropological 
volume rather than weight. Your arm's 
got: a joint (at pointer finger). a finger. a 
hand or fist. and an arm (to elbow). 
guess an arm could bea half-pound. 

The Chilean government grows the 
stuff around Los Andes for birdseed, 
ropes and sacks. using only the pips and 
stalks. The foliage is thrown away. The 
plantations and dumps are accessible. 
making the grass real cheap. quality good 
to shithouse. Pajaro told us that a few 
years ago no one sold it, only gave it 
Mother Earth has a residence in South 
Chile. a region of lakes. snow-coned 
volcanoes and forests. 

‘The Pan-Am highway stops at Puerto 
Mont. So we scored an arm for $9 and 
took a boat to Tierra del Fuego. That 
whole third-class bottom deck was a 
cloud of smoke. No ventilation for five 
days. stoned and seasick with Pat and 
Enrique and Frenchy the musical rarity. 
Man, that guy sure could play those 
bamboo flutes. 


We struck a lift across T del F into 
Argentina with two round-the-world Jap 
cats, The customsman tentatively tasted 
the sugar. Snowfights and pizzas, bot- 
tlenecks and 5¢-a-pack cigs. There was a 
merry gathering of travelers in the most 
south city on earth. 

Well, that Chilean grass took us drop- 
jaw stunned to the glacier on Lago 
Argentino. the petrified forest in 
Patagonia and the whalers at Valdez. It 
returned us to Buenos Aires for 
Christmas/New Year's. A huge market 
there pushes up prices to $5 a finger for 
that incredible Paraguay wheat. I 
managed to get stoned on some Colom- 
bian stuff that I suspect shines in the 
dark. Most anywhere in S.A. a person can 
get stoned from local heads. travelers or 
out of the ground, and in my experience 
carry ing personal quantities is cool 

—Bob, San Francisco, Ca. 


Monmouth Monsters 
Raised in Monmouth County. New 
Jersey, these babies are only four months 
old. We don’t know whether it's the soil 
or the recent weather, but there they are. 


‘They're the biggest we've ever heard of in 
this area. We may not have money, but 
we're lucky to get away with what we 
have. —Louise and Lee, Teaneck,N)J. 


Potboiler 

In this June's “Forum. you instructed a 
smoker with a sensitive throat to use 
“piping hot” water in his bong. allowing 
bigger tokes and a milder, purer smoke. 
After using hot tap water in my own 
acrylic bong. | found it is indeed better 
than ice. So I thought. the hotter the 
better. right? Wrong, wrong. wrong! Not 
only did I nearly scald my throat, but my 
red bong became soft and pliable. and 
now looks likean apple. 

—Mike, Providence, 


Correction 

In our October issue, the photo credit was 
inadvertently omitted from “Big Sur 
Hophead Harvest" by Ma and Pa Kettle: 
From Sinsemilla: Marijuana Flower, pub- 
lished by And/Or Press. Copyright © 
Richardson and Woods 1976. @ 


PRESENTING AN INEFFABLE, 
AWE-INSPIRING EPIC EVENT 
) IN THE ANNALS OF AMERICAN 


1 PUBLISHING: 
A Large-Format, Soft-Cover Book That Isn’t Held 
Together With Glue (almost as rare as hen’s teeth)! 


Featuring, by 


the Way, an Unmatched Anthology 


of the Works of 


2. Crumb 


Betweenthe full-color covers of thismodern anomaly you'll find a spiffy 160 page anthol- 
ogy of the underground comics of R. Crumb (the guy who gave you ZAP, SNATCH, JIZ, 
FRITZ THE CAT, MR. NATURAL, HEAD COMIX and dozens of others). 


SPECIAL BONUS! 
Here—for the First Time 
—in Any Book—ANY- 
WHERE-—a_ previously 
unpublished 14 page story, 
featuring the Diabolical 


CA 


Mr. Snoid & some Rare 
Strips by Crumb which > 
have never been ; 
reprinted! 


efore 
Your Very Own Eyes: 
Naked Men! Naked 
Women! Naked Animals! Animals in 
clothing! People in clothing! 


O' COMICS 


EXTRA ADDED 
ATTRACTION! 
An Introduction by Har- 
vey (Hoo-Hah!) Kurtzman 
and an Illustrated Biblio- 
graphy of Crumb (for a 
grand total of 176 pages). 
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New Psychedelics 
Q: A cousin from New York turned me 
on to some things I'd never heard of 
before: DMA and DOB. Can you tell 
me what they are and their possible 
dangers? 
A: Both of these compounds are halluci- 
nogenic amphetamine derivatives and 
are chemically related to MDA, DOM 
(STP) and mescaline. DMA usually re- 
fers to 2,5-dimethoxyamphetamine, but 
there are several other dimethoxylated 
amphetamines also called by the same 
initials. They are listed below, along with 
their potency compared to mescaline: 


2,3-dimethoxyamphetamine unknown 
2,4-dimethoxyamphetamine 5x 
2,5-dimethoxyamphetamine ax 
2.6-dimethoxyamphetamine unknown 
3,4-dimethoxyamphetamine 1x 
3,5-dimethoxyamphetamine _ unknown 


DOB (4-bromo-2,5-dimethoxy- 
amphetamine) is an analog, or structural 
rearrangement, of the DOM (STP) mole- 
cule; its effects are much like those of 
MDA. The effective dose is 0.5 to 2.0 mg. 
One should be aware of of the dose- 
response characteristics of DOB and 
DOM. As the dose is increased, even by a 
small amount, the “freakout potential” 
increases very rapidly. 


Tolerating Cocaine 
Q: Though I'm in love with acid, I some- 
times try coke. I'm sure what I've tried 
has been good quality, but I've never 
gotten high. Friends tell me you have to 
develop a tolerance before you notice the 
effects. How long does this take? 

—LSD Jeary, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
A: The idea of building a tolerance to get 
off is a contradiction in terms. Tolerance 
is the body’s increasing resistance to the 
effects of a drug, requiring larger or more 
frequent doses to produce the original 
effect. Your problem may simply be low- 
quality flake. Still, cocaine’s high is rather 
subtle—compared with speed, for in- 
stance—so if you're expecting jagged, 
tense hyperactivity, you may be missing 
the point. Tolerance to coke does develop 
rapidly, to the point where a user could 
eventually spend most of the time either 
snorting or shooting (if he or she can 
afford it) up to 10 grams per day, in 50 to. 
100 milligram doses. 


Growing Pains 
Q: Could you please tell me the life span 
of Cannabis sativa? I've heard estimates 
of months and years. Please help! 

—Dave Tarlach, Dundee, N.Y. 
A: The life span of cannabis can be 
months or years depending on the vari- 
ety and growing conditions. Cannabis is 
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—George, Hamilton Beach, Va. 


- mescaline. 


normally an annual plant that sets seed 
in autumn and dies when the tempera- 
ture falls below freezing. Plants growing 
in tropical areas may live for several 
years, dropping their leaves and seeds 
during the mild winter and sprouting 
new growth in the spring. Or, as often 
happens indoors, they may not drop their 
seeds at all, but simply continue growing. 
Indoor plants usually lose their vigor 
after eight or nine months of growth. 
They should be harvested then, since 
their potency will also begin to decline. 

From your plaintive plea for help, we 
suspect you have a plant that has been 
hanging on for some time now, If you are 
particularly attached to it, you can root 
cuttings in water; they will, of course, be 
genetically identical to the parent plant. 
With your help, the same plant could be 
your companion for life. 


Natural Confusion: 

Organic vs. Synthetic 

Q: What is the difference between 
organic and synthetic mescaline? I can't 
seem to tell the difference, and I don’t 
even know if what I'm getting is really 
—M.G,, Ann Arbor, Mich 
: Whether called “organic” or “syn- 
thetic,” most street mescaline is acid or a 
combination of acid and PCP. When peo- 
ple speak of organic mescaline, they 
usually mean mescaline that has been 
extracted from peyote and purified. 
There is absolutely no discernible dif- 
ference between mescaline refined from 
the plant and mescaline synthesized in a 
laboratory. 

‘Anytime you see mescaline in tablet 
form, you can bet it isn’t really mescaline. 
The effective dose for an average-sized 
adult is 400 mg, almost half a gram. Most 
of the tablets weigh less than 100 mg, so 
even if they were pure mescaline, effects 
would be barely discernable at this dos- 
age. A “00” capsule holds approximately 
one dose of pure mescaline. This would 
be the equivalent of about 20 capsules of 
powdered, dried peyote. 


Hairy Buttons 

Q: Why is it so important to remove the 
white hairs from peyote buttons before 
using them? I've heard they contain 
strychnine. Is it really dangerous to eat 
the hair? Scratch, Yuma, Ariz. 
A: This is another example of the Great 
Strychnine Myth. It seems that whenever 
someone experiences an unpleasant 
physical reaction to a drug, strychnine is 
the culprit. It is commonly blamed for 
bummer acid trips, yet chemical analyses 
of thousands of LSD preparations have 
failed to detect strychnine. 


To be honest, we don't know the rea- 
son for getting rid of the hair, except that 
button eaters claim they experience less 
nausea when it is removed. It's mostly 
indigestible cellulose and so could con- 
tribute to the stomach’s problems in han- 
dling the acrid cactus flesh. The hair also 
has a tendency to stick in the throat and 
cause choking or tickling, 

Perhaps we could spread a more color- 
ful myth, however. The Indians of the 
Sonoran Desert of Mexico conceive of the 
peyote as being inhabited by a powerful 
deity called Mescalito. The white tufts 
are described as Mescalito's pubic hair. 
You wouldn't swallow a mouthful of 
pubic hair, would you? 


Coke Script 
Q: Are there any conditions under 
which a doctor can prescribe cocaine? I'd 
like to get sick with something for which 
coke was the cure. 

— Oliver Shelby, Lexington, Mo. 
‘A: Cocaine has a history of medical use 
beginning with skull operations by Inca 
doctors who dripped saliva from their 
coca leaf quids onto the area to be anes- 
thetized. The refined alkaloid was first 
used in the West in eye surgery in 1884 by 
Karl Koller, a colleague of Freud. Cocaine 
is a Schedule II substance under current 
law; it’s approved for some medical uses, 
but any doctor who wishes to use it must 
register with the DEA, and prescrip- 
tion-writing habits are carefully 
monitored. Because of these hassles, 
most physicians use the synthetic local 
anesthetics —lidocaine, procaine and 
benzocaine—even though they are not as 
effective. The same situation applies 
throughout most of the world, since 123 
nations have signed the Single Conven- 
tion Treaty on Narcotic Drugs, modeled 
on US. dope laws. 


Water Damage? 
Q: I would like to know what happens to 
marijuana smoke (besides being cooled) 
when it passes through a water pipe. I'm 
also curious about the best liquid to use. 
Are any of the active ingredients lost, or 
do they collect in the resin in the stem? 
—C.S.M., Lawrence, Kans. 

A: The active components of cannabis 
are almost completely insoluble in water, 
0 you need fear no loss of potency from 
a water pipe. Any number of flavorings 
can be added to the water to please your 
taste buds. Rum or bourbon are some- 
times used, but they are poor choices, 
since the alcohol certainly will dissolve 
and retain some of the resin 

The residue in the stem is largely 
carbonized tar. This “pipe hash” can be 


Higher Education 


In just one easy lesson you can enjoy the when you've had enough it goes out all by itself. 
newest high in smoking pleasure, the original Ask for them by name... the one and only 
MUSKET Load & Travel. MUSKET Load & Travel. 

It’s personal, discreet and ready when you are, Regularly 49¢ each. As an introductory offer 


we will send you 3 for $1.00. 
For fast delivery enclose a self- 
addressed envelope. 

For dealer information write: 


anywhere you are. 
You can load ahead or as 
you need it. 
It's virtually smokeless and 


;JAEISKET > 
Pt 

LOAD @ TRAVEL 

LB Labs, Inc. / P.O. Box 2744 / Wilmington, Delaware 19805 


Advertisement 
HEY, YOU! 


Please, if you don’t have time for the whole ad, don’t read any. 


COCAINE 
NOW, an easy, dependable, relatively inexpensive, scientific, non- 
destructive, and quick means to obtain a QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS of 
supposed COCAINE in your kitchen and in less than an hour. Results in 
an accurate, reproducible, percentage figure. The CHECKIT QUANTI- 
TATIVE TESTING KIT (CK-1) should be the core of every testing 
procedure. It will be found to be generally much more useful than the 
cobalt test (Is there any coke?) or the melt point test (Is it pure?), each of 
which usually results in a more or less ‘‘so what” answer. The melt point 
test is offered below for the more exacting investigator as a follow up to 
the quantitative test (where it can be of some use). 


You will find that a short time after you become the owner of CK-1 the 
quality of coke that you and your friends are exposed to will markedly 
improve. Do your bit in ridding the world of a little BS by getting a kit for 
yourself and your friends. Nobody appreciates embarrassment. Besides, 
if your friends have one you won't need one. Make other people like 
themselves a little better and they'll like you a lot more. 


CHECKIT QUANTITATIVE TESTING KIT. One hundred tests with easy to 
{glow instructions and a free rap. See also the insets below. 
K-1 


. - $25.00 


‘On Balances and Accuracy . . 


sensitivity of the availabl ‘beam will do the job but will require: 
‘larger sample or will result in less accuracy than the use of a Centogram (SC-1, below) which. 
‘ill approach two percent accuracy with a Ralf gram sample, The test, incidentally, does not 
render the product unusable 


OHAUS CENTOGRAM BALANCE. Graduated from 1/100 thru 310 
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SRetins SipeoanSs) “wich "you may. ‘Rave confused “wit” chcaine”Rrdrochonse 
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CHECKIT MELT POINT KIT. Complete with easy to follow instructions. 


Paranoid about sending us your address? 
It's understandable. People have been known to have their mother, father, brother, sister, or 
fiend send for things. We take care of our end. But you have to have your own trp together. 


Mail cash, check (more time to clear), or money order to: 


CHECKIT, P.O. Box 22601b, San Francisco, CA 94122 
— California residents include 6% sales tax. 


Fe 
Re Dealer inquiries invited. Quantity discounts available. 
LIK 
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scraped out and smoked if you're desper- 
ate, but as you can tell from the effects it 
contains little THC. It will probably give 
you a slight headache. 


TMA Update 
Q: In issue *6 you published informa- 
tion from a reader on a chemical called 
TMA. I'd like to know more about it— 
where is it sold legally and how is it 
synthesized? If it really combines the 
best features of mescaline, coke and STP, 
as that letter claimed, it's bound to be a 
hit. — Burnout, Belle Fourche, S.D. 
‘A: TMA is not sold legally, at least not 
in the US. It's a chemical analog of 
mescaline, one of a group of compounds 
called methoxylated phenethylamines, 
which also include MDA, DMA and STP. 
Theoretically, there are over 2,000 such 
compounds, but only 30 to 40 have been 
tested on humans. Some are inactive, 
some have speed effects and some are 
psychedelics. There are two forms of 
TMA: the more common one is 3,4,5- 
trime thoxyam phetamine ; the other, 
more potent, is 2,4,5-trimethox- 
yamphetamine (called TMA-2). Both are 
similar to mescaline in low doses, the trip 
lasting 6 to 8 hours. In larger doses, some 
subjects in clinical research displayed 
anger, hostility and megalomania 3 to 5 
hours into the experience. Not much else 
is known about TMA; it’s rarely sold 
underground and little research has been 
done on it. The CIA has reportedly 
worked with it. Lester Grinspoon and 
other scientists are trying to force 
release of the research under the Free- 
dom of Information Act. 


Talcum Trouble 
Q: Irecently came across a keg of boot- 
leg Green Meanies (Quaaludes). The 
problem is that, according to the chemist 
who made them, the tablets were put 
together with the wrong kind of binder, 
and they don't break up fast enough in 
the stomach to get off. Is there anything I 
can do to keep them from going to waste? 

—The Silver Fox, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 
‘A: You might try crushing the pills intoa 
powder, but even that might not help. The 
binder used was probably talc, which 
probably is not absorbed by the digestive 
system at all. Talc has also caused prob- 
lems when used as the binder for black 
market speed. When injected, the tale 
from the pulverized tablets can cause 
skin sores. If your chemist is inex- 
perienced enough to use talc for these 
tablets, you should be wary of the other 
products. 


Questions on all topics will be consid- 
ered for “Forum,” including all highs, 
sex, health, law, science and technol- 
ogy, music, etc. Only those of most 
interest can be answered. Be specific 
for most accurate responses.Anon- 
ymous queries are accepted. @ 
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Health 


Latest Research 
Finds No Pot Perils 


Neither large doses of synthetic THC nor 
a history of marijuana smoking has any 
adverse effect on the body's defenses 
against disease germs. according to 
research. by Drs. Reese T: Jones and Neil 
Benowitz of the Langley Porter Neuro- 
psychiatric Institute in San Francisco. 
Jones is known for his liberality in 
dispensing synthetic THC for the sake of 
science (see “Subsidized High,” High 
Times Dec. 1975/Jan. 1976.) The eight 
volunteers in this most recent experi- 
ment recieved 210 mg. of A\-9-THC per 
day for 18 days. a prodigious amount by 
American standards. All the testees were 
regular users, toking an average of 13.5 
joints a week for 3% years. Tests showed 
no impairment of disease resistance in 
any of them, nor in an additional seven 
pot smokers, who did not receive the 
synthetic THC. 

Pot's effect on the immune response 
against disease has been debated since 
Dr. Gabriel Nahas reported in 1974 that 
lymphocyte (one type of white blood 
cell) response in chronic smokers was 40 
percent below normal. Nahas’ tests were 
done only in test tube cultures. Two other 
groups of scientists conducted tests on 
live subjects and found no adverse 
effects. 

In another clinical study, a battery of 
psychiatric tests has failed to show any 
impairment of mental function from in- 
termittent, moderate marijuana use. Psy- 
chiatrists at Maryville College, Mary- 
ville, Tennessee, tested students (10 
male, 10 female) who had smoked pot an 
average of six times a month for a year or 
longer. They were compared with 20 
students who had never smoked the herb. 
Subjects were given standard psychiatric 
measurement tests of motivation, hand- 
eye reaction time, immediate memory, 
muscular coordination and attention 
while they were not stoned, to test pot's 
residual effects only. No differences in 
performance were found between the 
two groups. 

‘These studies join a long list of studies 
in the last five years that have found no 
harm in chronic marijuana smoking in- 
cluding investigations in Jamaica, 
Greece, Egypt and Costa Rica. The Costa 
Rican study is especially significant be- 
cause of the inclusion of sleep electroen- 
cephalograms, a recently developed 
means of evaluating a chemical’s long- 
term effect on the brain. Thirty-two Cos- 
ta Rican men were sleep-tested; they had 
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smoked 2% to 40 joints daily for 10 to 27 
years. A lack of brain wave disturbances 
during sleep was the “most impressive” 
finding, according to sleep researcher Dr 
Ismet Caracan of Baylor College of Medi- 
cine in Houston. 


Good Vibes Show 
Promise as 
Male Contraceptive 


Preliminary tests indicate that ultra- 
sound vibrations transmitted to the testes. 
through water in a few short treatments 
may be a simple, safe and effective male 
contraceptive. Ultrasound —high-pitched 
sound waves beyond the upper limits 
of human hearing—was tested on. five 
male volunteers by Dr Mostafa Fahim of 
the University of Missouri Medical 
School in Columbia, Missouri. All five 
subjects were rendered temporarily ster- 
ile after two to three 15-minute treat- 
ments; fertility returned within several 
months. 

Reporting in the Journal of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, Fahim stated 
that ultrasound had no discernable effect 
on the volunteers’ sexual functioning or 
general health. Based on preliminary re- 
sults, Fahim expects five or six ultra- 
sound sessions to be effective for a year 
and feels 10 to 15 may produce perma- 
nent sterility. He explained that the pro- 
cedure seems to work by drastically re- 
ducing sperm production. One subject 
reported an unexpected plus while his 
scrotum was in the water-filled cup 
through which the vibrations are trans- 
mitted—he said it feels good, 


New Life Research 
Stopped by City Hall 


Controversy continues in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, over construction of a 
new Harvard University laboratory for 
genetic research specifically to create 
new life forms. Scientists and lay persons 
have strongly opposed the project.fearing 
accidental creation of new disease organ- 
isms. The Cambridge city government 
ordered postponement of construction 
on Harvard's lab until at least October 7, 
pending recommendations of a city re- 
view board established early in August. 
Richard McCann, spokesman for the 


mayor's office, said the majority of the 
general public probably agreed that the 
risks are too great to allow the facility to 
be built in an urban center He also 
pointed out that the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology Cancer Institute 
already has a laboratory more con- 
tamination-proof than Harvard's pro- 
posed center. but there are no plans to use 
it for recombinant DNA studies. 

‘The Harvard research would involve 
transplantation of DNA from one organ- 
ism into another, generally into a bac- 
terium whose genetic structure is well 
understood. The experiments may ena- 
ble biologists to isolate specific genes and 
recombine them to form a new species 
“made to order" Bacteria might be gener- 
ated that could eat up oil spills or produce 
scarce medicines, like insulin or anti- 
hemophilic globulin. Self-fertilizing 
plants might be created. It could become 
possible to decipher and correct the 
mechanisms of genetic diseases. 

‘The main danger is that disease organ- 
isms could be spawned to which people, 
animals or plants have no resistance. If 
such germs escaped the laboratory, large 
populations could be wiped out within a 
few weeks. 

Scientists ended a two-year nation- 
wide research moratorium on June 23, 
when the National Institute of Health 
issued strict guidelines prohibiting some 
kinds of experiments and setting safety 
requirements for the rest. NIH Director 
Dr. Donald S. Frederickson said this was 
the first time dangerous research has 
been voluntarily suspended until the 
hazards were properly assessed. 

The new rules prohibit experiments 
with cancer-causing viruses or with 
genes that produce poisons or transfer 
drug-resistant traits to microorganisms. 
Potentially hazardous tests may only be 
done in laboratories with special safety 
features. such as pressurized airlocks. 
sterilized waste and filtered air The labs 
must also be kept at lower air pressure 
so that no unfiltered air can escape. 


Natural 

Morphine Substitute 
Discovered in 

Human Blood 

A painkiller as effective as morphine has 
been isolated from human blood. an- 


nounced scientists at the National In- 
stitute of Mental Health last June 20. 
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Researchers had been looking for the 
substance, which they dubbed anodynin, 
‘since the discovery of opiate receptors in 
the brain in 1973. Opiate receptors are 
structures in certain neurons into which 
the molecular shapes of narcotics fit in a 
lock-and-key arrangement. They have 
‘been found in most vertebrates and 
evolved millions of years before humans 
‘existed or discovered the secrets of the 
poppy. Anodynin's discoverers—Drs. 
Candace Pert, John Tallman and Agu 
Pert—speculate that it may also play 4 
part in sleep and in the expression of 
certain emotions. 

Previous research has turned up other 
narcotic substances, known as en- 
kephalins, which also bond to the brain's 
opiate receptors. Found in mammalian 
(including human) brains and pituitary 
glands, enkephalins are broken down by 
enzymes soon after they are formed. so 
their pain relief is short-lived. Anodynin 
is not destroyed by these enzymes. Based 
on rat tests, it is as patent as morphine. 
with effects lasting four to five hours. 

Candace Pert says the next step will be 
to study the effect of opiates on anodynin 
levels in the blood of narcotics users. She 
expects anodynin research to shed light 
on the chemical nature of addiction and 
improve methods of detoxification. 


Indian Bone 
Export Banned 


‘The Indian government has announced a 
ban on the exportation of human skel- 
etons, which may affect medical educa- 
tion throughout the world. India had 
been the major supplier of human bones 
for research and for anatomy classes. 
Most nations have strict limitations on 
the retention and sale of skeletons. Al- 
though hospitals in some countries are 
allowed to keep parts of bodies be- 
queathed to them, this supply is not 
expected to fill the need. Unless some 
new source can be found, many future 
medical students will have to make do 
with plastic models, even though they 
cannot provide the precise detail and 
muscle impressions needed for anatomy 
classes, The problem will be worst for 
new medical schools that do not yet have 
adequate bone collections. 


Speed Side Effects Clues 
to Schizophrenia Cure 


Pimozide, a newly synthesized com- 
pound that neutralizes one of the hor- 
mones involved in transmission of nerve 
impulses in the brain, is now under study 
as a cure for schizophrenia. Evidence 
seems conclusive that an oversecretion 
cof dopamine in the prefrontal cortex (a 


part of the brain important in controlling 
Voluntary actions) Js the imimediale 
chemical cause of schizophreni 

Pimozide is being tested on schiz- 
ophrenics by Drs. William E. Bunney and 
Daniel van Kammen of the National 
Institute of Mental Health. They hope 
within a few years to have several new 
drugs that will completely cure. control 
or prevent the malady. Produced—but 
not yet marketed—by the McNeil Com- 
pany in the United States, pimozide was 
developed by the Belgian firm of Paul 
Janssen. Under the brand name Orap, it is 
already being used by many European 
psychiatrists 

Phenothiazine tranquilizers, such as 
Thorazine, introduced in the 1950s, were 
the first drugs used with any success for 
schizophrenics. Research by Dr. Arvid 
Carlsson of Gothenburg University in 
Sweden in 1963 indicated that the phe- 
nothiazines work by partially blocking 
the action of dopamine, Psychiatrists 
who treated speed freaks in the late 1960s 
saw that, if taken continually over a 
period of weeks or months, speed creates 
a paranoid schizophrenia just like the 
natural variety. Symptoms include 
frightening hallucinations, delusions of 
persecution and loss of insight into one’s 
behavior. Research on animals has since 
confirmed that amphetamine increases 
dopamine secretion, while pheno- 
thiazines and pimozide decrease it, 


Poppy-Pot Shots Shock 
Michigan Mainliners 


‘Two Michigan men became dangerously 
ill after injecting themselves with a solu- 
tion of juice from watered marijuana 
cuttings that was added to opium and 
boiled with tar scraped from a pot pipe. 
They filtered this soup through cotton 
and injected % to % milliliter of the liquid 
intravenously. Nausea, vomiting, fever. 
chills, abdominal and lower back pain 
and weakness developed in both patients. 
followed after 12 hours by a dangerous 
and persistant drop in blood pressure that 
lasted several days. There is sparse infor- 
mation on injected marijuana, but a few 
previous cases in England and the United 
States produced similar effects. even 
though no opium or pipe resin was used 
In all of these instances, a water solution 
of marijuana or hashish was injected 

THC, however is not soluble in water 
and the dangerous hypotension seems to 
be produced by one of the water-soluble 
cannabinoids. The first study in humans 
of injected THC produced no adverse 
effects, only a high lasting two to four 
hours. A suspension of 10 milligrams 
THC in human plasma was used. More 
recent research involving shots of pure 
THC also showed no effect on blood 
pressure.@ 
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Law. 


Life Sentence for Acid 
Reversed in New York 


Ina landmark ruling, a New York Appel- 
late Court in Brooklyn has voided a drug 
conviction because of the defending law- 
yer’s incompetence. David Ramos was 
arrested for possession of LSD in January 
1974. While he was stopped at a red light 
in Brooklyn, police ordered him out and 
searched his car because “the gentleman 
looked fairly young’ The officers testi- 
fied at the trial that the car was searched 
only because Ramos’s youthful ap- 
pearance “aroused our suspicion” He 
was convicted of possession of 5.1 milli- 
grams of LSD (5.0 milligrams is the fel- 
ony amount in New York) and was sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment. 

The appellate court ruled that Ramos's 
first lawyer, Nathan Diamond of Queens. 
N.Y., was so “inadequate and ineffective 
as to deny him a fair trial. Diamond, who 
was referred to Ramos by a city marshall, 
failed to question the legality of the 
search or the accuracy of the chemist's 
report on the amount of LSD confiscated. 
Ramos’s new lawyer, Martin Gershon, is 
hopeful that the search will be ruled 
invalid and the charges dismissed at a 
new trial scheduled for September. 


Pot Breath No Cause 


for Search in Illinois 


When two Macomb, Illinois, police of- 
ficers responded to a noise complaint at 
the residence of Kenneth Creed, they 
thought they smelled marijuana as they 
came within 30 to 40 feet of the house, or 
so they testified at trial. Neither was 
trained in marijuana detection, but they 
testified that they smelled pot on the 
breath of the person who answered the 
door. Although they had no search war- 
rant, they forced entry and found burned 
residue and seeds. In suppressing the 
evidence and holding the seizure im- 
proper, the court called the testimony 
“questionable’’ and Creed was acquitted. 


Third- Rate Coke 
Remains First-Class 
Felony in Illinois 

The Illinois Appellate Court (Third Dis- 


trict) has upheld the constitutionality of 
that state's Controlled Substances Act 
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The court affirmed the conviction of 
Jimmi Thomas under a law which 
provides that drug violators are guilty of 
different degrees of offenses depending 
on the amount of substance illegally 
delivered, rather than on the amount of 
the illegal substance. For example, you 
are guilty of a first-class felony if you 
deliver 20 grams or more of any sub- 
stance containing cocaine (regardless of 
the amount of coke). 


“Guilty-Bystander” 
Law Struck Down 
in Nebraska 


The Nebraska Supreme Court held un- 
constitutional a state law that made it a 
crime "to visit or be in any room, dwell- 
ing house, vehicle or place where any 
controlled substance is being used ... if 
the person has knowledge that such ac- 
tivity is occurring” The court found the 
statute so poorly worded that it offered no 
guidance as to how a citizen of ordinary 
intelligence could avoid breaking it. 
Judge Donald Brodecky’s majority opin- 
ion stated that any law so vague that 
people have to guess at its meaning is a 
violation of the right to due process. 

The law had been one of Nebraska's 
most widely used since its passage in 
1971. Lancaster County Attorney Ron 
Lahners reported that his office got as 
many convictions under it as for actual 
possession—about 100a year. 


Students Get Off on 
Florida Mystery Load 


Last year, college students Mark Sindrich 
and Christopher Ken Takagi decided to 
eam a few dollars by driving a truck from 
Miami, Florida, to Columbus, Ohio. 
When they picked up the truck, they 
noticed that the cargo hold was 
padlocked; they were provided with no 
key or information about the freight. 
When the truck failed to stop at an 
agricultural inspection station in 
Hamilton County, Florida, it was stopped 
by inspectors from the Florida Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. They obtained a 
search warrant, broke the padlock and 
discovered a shipment of cannabis. 

Both students were convicted of pos- 
session despite the defense that their lack 
of knowledge of the truck's contents 
defeated any argument that they were in 


“actual” or “constructive” possession of 
the grass. On appeal. the Florida District 
Court reversed the conviction, upholding 
the principle that, although one may be in 
actual possession of contraband, if one 
doesn’t know it, one cannot be convicted 
for possession. 


South Dakota Finds 
Vehicle Seizure Illegal 
in Possession Case 


South Dakota police stopped a motorist 
for reckless driving, allegedly smelled 
marijuana smoke, searched the car and 
found 0.4 ounce of pot seeds. The defen- 
dant paid the $20 misdemeanor fine, but 
found his car had been seized. On appeal 
the South Dakota Supreme Court 
declared the state's forfeiture law applies 
only to vehicles used to facilitate the sale 
or distribution of controlled substances. 
‘The car was returned. 


Grass Taken in Weapons 
Search Fair Game 
in Arizona 


The Court of Appeals of Arizona has 
ruled that marijuana accidentally 
discovered in airport searches for 
weapons is admissible as evidence even 
though the search was not directed 
toward contraband. 

Leonard White, departing on a trip. 
took his luggage to the Sky Harbor Air 
port in Phoenix, Arizona, and ap- 
proached the security check. His hand 
luggage was examined by the guard, but 
his larger carry-on bag was checked by 
fluoroscope. A “large, gray, indeterminate 
mass" was revealed. The bag was 
opened. and rectangular packages 
wrapped in green polyethylene were 
found. Police opened the parcels and 
then arrested White. 

White's attorney. Phoenix Deputy 
Public Defender Joel M. Glynn, conceded 
that the airport had a right to search for 
weapons or explosives because of the 
state's interest in preventing skyjackings. 
However. he argued, the “indeterminate 
mass" was obviously not weapons or 
explosives, so the state's interest in con- 
tinuing the search is then overpowered 
byacitizen’s Fourth Amendment right to 
be secure from unreasonable searches. 

The court rejected this argument, 
emphasizing that all aircraft passengers 


are voluntarily submitting themselves 
and their belongings to searches. They 
have the opportunity to take their bag- 
gage from the security area at any time. 


Informer’s Identity 
Ruled New Mexico 
State Secret 


‘The New Mexico Supreme Court unan- 
imously ruled that the prosecution need 
not reveal the name of the informer who 
set up a drug bust, unless the informer 
was the prosecution's only witness. The 
defense relied on a US. Supreme Court 
case, Roviaro v. U.S, in which testimony 
by the informer was required. The New 
Mexico court, however, ruled the Roviaro 
case applied only to situations in which 
the informer was the sole witness of the 
transaction. In this case, the narcotics 
agent was also present and was the main 
prosecution witness. The trial judge had 
interviewed the informer in private and 
concluded his testimony was not rele- 
vant ornecessary to the defense. 


Phoenix Cops Chase 
Wild Goose 
down Garden Path 


Police in Phoenix, Arizona, entered a 
dimly lit backyard in response to a tip 
that marijuana was growing there. 
Several rows of tender, young plants were 
found, confiscated and taken down to the 
station house for examination. The City 
of Phoenix later agreed to pay Amelia 
Candelaria for her 50 uprooted 
marigolds. 


Honolulu Cops Will Not 
Pursue Stolen Stash 


Walter Backman of Honolulu reported to 
police that someone had stolen several 
marijuana plants he had cultivated. To 
prove his story, he took along one plant 
the thief had overlooked. He also brought 
$50 for bail. Saying he smokes pot to ease 
a digestive ailment, Backman offered 
himself for trial in an attempt to force 
changes in the law to allow for medicinal 
use of marijuana. At press time, his trial 
is in recess as both sides gather scientific 
evidence for their positions. 
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Interview, 


By Leslie Morrison 


Interview: A Smuggling Ace 


Of all the people involved in the mari- 
juana culture, from the planter to the 
smoker, one of the most interesting and 
elusive is the smuggler. Often dealing 
only with “connections” at both ends of 
their runs, smugglers have little oppor- 
tunity to share their thoughts, as dealers 
do, and even less chance to become 
media figures. Smugglers ply their lonely 
trade back and forth across oceans and 
borders, keeping stolidly mum when the 
public eye falls on them in the form of 
arrest. High Times recently spoke with a 
smuggler. By his own admission, he is far 
from the largest in the trade, but he may 
be the most articulate. He has played 
every type of role in every type of smug- 
gling scam, from lowly cargo handler to 
the all-powerful kingpin who bankrolls 
and organizes the run. Despite some oc- 
casional reticence, he spoke freely and 
frankly about the smuggler's lifestyle 
and business. Professionals will be re- 
assured that the technical information 
‘about smuggling in this article is all well 
known to the Drug Enforcement Admin- 
istration. Would-be smugglers should 
stand advised that the following infor- 
‘mation isnot the very latest information. 


h Times: How did you get started? 
Smuggler: | actually got started in high 
school. I was living in Tucson, Arizona, 
and I had an advantage over most people 
in that I lived fairly near the source of 
supply. We all used to get high in school, 
but even in Tucson the supply was unre- 
liable. Anyway, it occurred to us—myself 
and my friends—that we could go down 
to Mexico and score some dope and run it 
back across the border. You could buy it 
across the border for about $30 a ki. 
High Times: Wasit good dope? 
Smuggler: I never thought about that 
sort of thing. It was dope, and that was 
enough. We stuffed it up underneath 
between the gas tank and the trunk and 
drove across, very scared. With our luck, 
the very first time we went across they 
searched the whole car, but they never 
found anything; that was my first time. 
Later, we got into bigger-scale things. In 
some parts they had a fence that runs 
along the border—and we would just 
drive up next to the fence, take a sack, 
swing it a couple of times and toss it over. 
Pick it up on the other side. There was 
actually a spot in the fence that had a hole 
in it. Amateur-level smuggling would be 
what I would call it. That's how I got 
started. Later on, we found another place 


along the border where you could drive 
across. You could drive across full truck- 
loads of marijuana. 

High Times: Did you go from high 
school into smuggling full-time? 
Smuggler: No, I held various jobs and 
stuff like that. I was into hot-rodding. 
High Times: What kinds of jobs? 
Smuggler: You know, working in gas 
stations, working in the speed shop. 
working at the drag strip, things like that. 
Building up cars and so on. It required a 
constant amount of money. But we were 
also into getting high, and this way we 
could get better. fresher dope. It went on 
this way for several years. 

High Times: When did you get into 
smuggling full-time? 

Smuggler: [ don't think that most 
smugglers are into it full-time. I think 
that almost no one could really take the 
pressure of being into it full-time . And I 
think one of the purposes of smuggling is 
to make enough money to lay back for a 
while. Also, it's just in the nature of 
smuggling — it's an orgiastic kind of thing 
where you build up to it, you do it and, 
you know, you lay back for a while. One 
thing you have to understand is that 
smugglers are always thinking about 
making the big run to clean up. so one 
doesn't really develop a career asa smug- 
gler, one just looks back and realizes that 
one has hada career as a smuggler. 

High Times: What was your first really 
majorrun? 

Smuggler: Well, some of these things 
we were running across the border were 
pretty good-sized for us. One hundred 
pounds was quite a bit of grass in those 
days. But the first big one was when we 
broughta planeload across. 

High Times: What kind of plane were 
you using? 

Smuggler: It was a Cessna 180. And it 
was about 500 pounds of dope. 

High Times: How old were you? 
Smuggler: At that time? About 20. 
High Times: Were you the pilot? 


“Smuggling 
is a very chic, 
very glamorous 
thing to do...” 


Smuggler: No, I wasn't. Iwas part of the 
ground crew. 

High Times: On thisside? 

Smuggler: Yes. What we did was, we 
flew over and we dropped it out of the 
plane. Unfortunately, we never found 
part of the dope. Part of it fell on a 
highway and some car came along and 
found it and picked it up. It was in the 
newspaper the next day —that they found 
this dope. We were very paranoid that 
they might have found some fingerprints 
on the wrappers or something, but 
nothing ever happened. Anyway, we lost 
that part of it, but the rest we found. 

In subsequent reenactments, we lost 
whole loads that we never found, on the 
desert. Some of it may still be sitting out 
there—the treasure of the Sierra 
Madre—but it might be a little dry by 
now. Other loads were accidentally 
dropped onto cars, into people's back 
yards and so on. Quite a few. In retro- 
spect, it was disorganized and foolish. 
But, then we got into what I would call 
the professional level. That was around 
back in "68. 

High Times: At that point were you 
yourself flying? 

Smuggler: I did fly some. but usually I 
could find someone else to do it. Even 
then I was more a professional kingpin 
than a technician. I would hire other 
people to do the hard part and the dan- 
gerous part. 

But, you know. I've had many ups and 
downs and I've done every part of it, 
every level of smuggling, in every type of 
smuggling. I've flown planes, skippered 
boats. I've loaded; I've unloaded. I trans- 
ported it down in Mexico, I have har- 
vested it. I have done Colombian runs, 
sent hash from Lebanon, Afghanistan, 
Morocco, Jamaica. I'm not proud. When 
I'm broke, I will do it on any level. [have 
worked for other people. In general I 
prefer to be the kingpin, but todo that you 
have to have experience and be able to do 
every other part of the operation, to be 
able to evaluate other people's abilities. 
And very often people lose their nerve. If 
you have every ability you can step in. 
‘The times that I flew it was because 
someone else lost their nerve and [had to 
step inat the last moment. 

High Times: What qualities do you look 
for in upcoming smugglers? 

Smuggler: First of all, you have to 
know them for a long time or somebody 
has to know them fora long time. I think 
five years is the industry standard. I 
would say one year as a minimum, no 
matter how together they are. But there 
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can be interlocking conspiracies of peo- 
ple who have all known each other for a 
long time. You may have people involved 
who you know for ten minutes, but your 
partner—who you've known for five 
years—has known him for five years, so 
if you trust your partner's judgment, it's 
the same. 

Secondly, they have to be discreet 
They can't brag to their lovers, they 
can't brag to their buddies, they can’t run 
off at the mouth in bars. Smuggling is a 
very chic, very glamourous thing to do. 
The tendency is to tell your friends and 
ask them tobe quiet 

But, of course, they won't be quiet. You 

come over to their house, you come in 
and you sit around and get high, and after 
you leave, they whisper to their friends, 
“You know that guy is a big smuggler’ 
Pretty soon, everyone else ... The other 
part of being cool is to have the nerve to 
do it, and this is a hard thing to judge. 
High Times: How do you tell if some- 
one has the nerve? 
Smuggler: You go out in a boat with 
everybody to see how they get along. 
Some people don’t work well together 
Ego conflicts develop. When the pressure 
is on, ego conflicts multiply a hundred- 
fold. And everyone's armed, so you don't 
‘want people whipping out guns on each 
other in the midst of aheavy run. 

If it's a plane thing, take people up in 
the plane and see how they react. Cut off 
the fuel supply. When the engine stops 
running, see what they do, see how crazy 
they get. 

Usually you work somebody up gradu- 
ally; you don't take them right into a run. 
You try them out in transporting, for 
example. Once you smuggle dope in, you 
still have to transport it to various places, 
so you might use them for transporting it 
or for lookout or something like that. If 
they do well as lookout, or as a transpor- 
ter or loader, you probably can use them. 

The sad thing is that you can never 
really tell for sure, because people that 
you've known for years will suddenly 
crack, and people that you would never 
expect to have the moxie to keep it 
together will turn out tobe the Silver-Star 
winners when the chips are down. 

High Times: Are there many women in 
smuggling? 

Smuggle: 
High Time: 
son for that? 
Smuggler: You know, the skills for 
smuggling tend to be taught to males. But 
more and more women are getting into it. 
Of course, in coke smuggling there's @ 
certain type of male who psychologically 
gets off on the idea of using women to 
smuggle coke. 

It's very sad and sick, but it's true, and 
the jails in Mexico and Colombia and 
Panama and Chile have quite a few 
women because their old men were using 
them for smuggling. There'sa type of guy 
who will pick up a woman and con her 
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It's very male -dominated. 
Is there any particular rea- 


into making a run like this. It’s a form of 
sexual slavery. This is a very sexual form 
of domination. But more women are 
doing things on their own. Personally, I 
encourage this. The more the better. Less 
heat on me. 
High Times: So when did you actually 
fly in your first big load? 
Smuggler: In ‘68. It was 500 pounds. I 
was just supposed to be on the ground 
crew again. But in smuggling, very often, 
when you get right down to it, some 
people start thinking about the many 
years in jail and they decide that they 
don't want to do it, and so their families 
begin to have an incredible mortality 
rate. Anyway, our pilot's father suddenly 
allegedly died and he couldn't make it. 
Now, we had already bought the weed 
down in Mexico and we did not want to 
lose this money—it was my money back- 
ing the operation—so I had no choice but 
to do it myself. Fortunately, I had been 
over the route in the daytime, but I had 
never flown it at night. You know, the 
route looks completely different at night. 
In the day, it's very easy; you just follow 
the highway or the railroad tracks, you 
recognize cities and so on. At night 


“In coke smuggling, 
there’s a certain type of 
male who 
psychologically gets off 
on the idea of using 
women to smuggle 
coke... It’s a form of 
sexual slavery.” 


you're looking for lights and silhouettes 
of mountains and you're flying by the 
moon and the stars. 

High Times: How much money did you 
get on that run? 

Smuggler: On that particular run? Let 
me think. I must have made about—the 
figure seems laughable in retrospect—it 
was about $25,000, a big fortune then. 
High Times: Were you scared? 
Smuggler: Funny you should ask that. 
‘Well, on the way down, I was flying along 
and itso happened that Igot lost. Finally, I 
saw the lights, so I landed. Unfortunately, 
it wasn't the smuggling place where | 
supposed to be. It was somebody else's 
smuggling ring and I landed with many 
machine guns on me. Their owners were 
quite upset. They thought I was a narc or 
something. They were expecting another 
type of plane and another person, and I 
was having quite a bit of trouble explain- 
ing myself. 

Finally, I convinced them that no one 
would be flying around in Mexico in the 
middle of the night and landing at bon- 
fire-lit dirt strips in the mountains unless 
they were also smugglers. So I parked my 
plane there overnight. I also paid these 


people quite a bit of money—fortunately 
Thad the foresight to go down there with 
quite a bit of money on me—and I parked 
the plane before their plane came in and 
picked up their weed and flew on. Next 
morning I got down toa phone and called 
up my connection and had him set up 
everything for the next night, 

Eventually I flew down to the right 
place and picked up the weed and called 
Tucson to arrange for everyone to be 
there the next night. Unfortunately, on 
the way back up I had quite a bit of 
trouble because I had run the plane off 
into a ditch when I had landed the first 
time, and the propeller had gotten a little 
dent—just a little unbalanced, but it was 
causing a very heavy vibration that made 
the oil seal in the front of the engine leak. 

By the time I got back to the United 
States, the windshield was covered with 
oil and I couldn't see, so I had to open the 
side window to stick my head out and I 
came in that way. The engine was com- 
pletely shot by then because the crank 
case was in two parts that bolted together 
and they had vibrated to pieces. 

That type of thing is more or less 
typical. It seems like nothing ever goes 
smoothly. I don't know why it is. There 
seems to be something about smuggling 
that causes a very high mortality rate 
among both the people and the equip- 
ment involved. You have to have incredi- 
ble resources and resourcefulness. You 
can't be willing to give up easily just 
because you landed at the wrong field or 
something. 

High Times: How long did you con- 
tinue to smuggle across the Mexican 
border? 

Smuggler: After a while you build up 
a certain amount of heat. You know— 
little things happen. planes crash here, 
some people talk there. Also, the com- 
petition drove prices down to the point 
where it just wasn't profitable enough. 
You have to drive truckloads across the 
Mexican border now to make it worth- 
while, as far as I was concerned. Unless 
it's quality smoke. 

At last it just generally became time to 
move on. A few of my friends split, and 
first we went to Hawaii and just laid back 
for awhile and didn’t do anything, then 
later we ended up down in Florida. 

; When did you get there? 

I first got to Florida in '70 and 
it was wide open. 

High Times: How wide open was it? 
Smuggler: It was wide open in that peo- 
ple were fairly unaware of what was 
going on. The locals were asleep and 
there wasn't much competition. The po- 
lice were not yet capable of infiltrating 
us. There was just no way they could 
assimilate the style they needed to get 
next to us. A few years later, they would 
beable to pull it off. 

The big thing at that time was bringing 
Mexican down to Florida through Texas. 
The Jamaican came a little later, at least 
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for us. It came at different times for 
different circles. But within my own 
circle, the Jamaican run soon became a 
big thing, going down to Jamaica in sail- 
boats and planes. 

High Times: Did you make your first 
Jamaican run by sea orby air? 

Smuggler: I've been indirectly invol- 
ved with a lot more runs than the ones 
I did myself. I've personally been aware 
of, you know, ten times as many smug- 
gling operations as I have ever been 
directly involved in. And of the ones that 
I've been directly involved in, I've been 
directly involved ten times more often 
than I have actually been the one who 
piloted the vehicle that brought it in. I 
was often just the one who organized it 
or sometimes, just hired hand. 

‘Anyway, the first run that I actually 
went on was with some people who took 
a sailboat down to Jamaica and loaded up. 
They took it right into Dinner Key, which 
is in Miami, At that time, the police sta- 
tion was right next to it. They off-loaded 
it right on the dock at night. Even at that 
time it was a little bit nervy. But you 
could get away with things like that then. 
We didn't intend to bring it into Dinner 
Key, but a launch that was supposed to 
meet us out at sea never showed up. We 
sat out there a couple of days waiting 
High Times: Was this the first time you 
ran dope by ship? 

Smuggler: It was the first time I'd ever 
been involved in a boat thing 

High Times: How is a sea run different 
froman airrun? 

Smuggler: One thing about the air is 
that they can't pull you over; they can't 
board you; there's not much they can do 
if they see you. In the air in the Sixties 
they didn’t even have anybody to chase 
you down. Out at sea your chances of 
getting stopped are about the same as 
your chances of getting stopped out on 
the road by the highway patrol. These 
chances are not very high, but it’s possi- 
ble, especially if you're doing something 
wrong or if you look suspicious. 

It happens in waves. Every once in a 
while the government goes crazy and 
stops a whole bunch of people. General- 
ly, though, they don't stop anybody. Your 
chances of even seeing anybody out on 
the ocean are very small, the same as in 
the air The thing you worry about is not 
that you'll be spotted in the process, but 
that they were on to you from the begin- 
ning. The ship thing required a whole 
different technology, but it was still tech- 
nology and I'm good at technology. 

High Times: Which is better, land orsea 
smuggling? 

Smuggler: To me the best way is by sea, 
because the air is too risky. Too many 
people have gotten killed that way. It is 
more difficult to find a place to land. It is 
more difficult to be discreet. And you 
can't carry nearly as much unless you are 
talking about a four-engine plane which 
is beyond my scope. Incidentally, in the 
28 


early Sixties the CIA came to the same 
conclusion: covert operations arebest 
mounted by sea. 

High Times: How do you know that? 
Smuggler: People I have had contact 
with in smuggling are ex-CIA people. 
High Times: What typeare they? 
Smuggler: Well, they are not Jimmy 
Buffett fans, let me tell you. But, if you 
need a good skipper or a good pilot or 
something, the criterionis whether they 
can get the job done, not what they 
believe in. 

High Times: Is that how you feel about 
their involvement? 

‘Smuggler: I don't blame them for hav- 
ing been into the CIA anymore than I 
blame myself for having been into Dion 
and the Belmonts. Live and learn. 

High Times: What kind of boat did you 
use on the Jamaican run? 

Smuggler: It was a sailboat, but it had 
an engine, too; it had an auxiliary 
engine. Forty feet or more in length. You 
just don't sail along because it would take 
too long if you used the sail alone. The 


“What moves dope from 
the country of origin into 
the U.S. is will power that 

originates at the top.” 


sail is to save gas, to save fuel if you don’t 
want to use up all your fuel. Also, the 
boat rides smoother 

For some reason, it seems like you 
never have good equipment even though 
you're dealing in and risking million 
dollar loads and your own lives and your 
freedom. The equipment is always 10 or 
20 years old and always very flaky. We try 
to upgrade it, but the problem is that you 
really can’t show that much cash. You 
really can't walk in and buy, say, a brand 
new Aero-Commander for $200,000 or a 
new 40-foot Bertram trawler 
High Times: What are the best ships 
around right now? 
Smuggler: It depends. 
High Times: What's good for Jamaica? 
Smuggler: You've got to realize that the 
Jamaican run is not too viable at this 
time: it’s very hard to make the connec- 
tions, there's not too much weed, there's 
quite a bit of heat around. The DEA has 
provided the Jamaican Coast Guard with 
a number of ships and planes. And the 
dope is not that good and not that salable. 
High Times: Not that good and not that 
salable? 
Smuggler: Before there was Colom- 


bian, Jamaican was hot stuff because 
it was generally better than commercial 
Mexican. It had a different taste, it had 
another flavoring, it was very popular 
However, along came something better— 
Colombian. 
h Times: What type of craft prevail 
on the Colombian run? 
Smuggler: Colombia is quite a long way 
off—1,500 miles each way, depending on 
how you go and how straight you can run 
the boat. Sometimes a fishing boat is used 
but another way to do it is to get a big 
freighter to come up, have them come 
within range of the shore and off-load 
with smallerboats. I've done it both ways. 
There're arguments —sail versus 
power, and so on. Personally, I prefer 
power because the technology of sailing 
is kind of complicated and it's dependent 
upon variables, like the wind. If you have 
a steel mast, which many boats do, it can 
be picked up by radar farther away. A 
sailboat can be seen from a greater dis- 
tance, and, of course, you prefer to get 
through without ever being seen. But a 
lot of people swear by sailing. 
High Times: Are freighters getting to be 
fairly common now? 
Smuggler: Freighters are a very com- 
mon way to make it up now. A 200-foot 
freighter obviously can bring up a lot 
more dope than a 40-foot sailboat. 
High Times: Where do they get these 
freighters? 
Smuggler: These are old tramp freight- 
ers built in the early 1900s, and usually 
pretty marginal. Some are old Liberty 
ships or old PT boats. Banana boats. 
High Times: Do the freighters dock 
stateside? 
Smuggler: They rendezvous way off- 
shore, outside the 12-mile limit, and 
hopefully you meet up with them. You 
know, I must note in passing that every 
way and mean that I'm discussing now is 
very well known to the DEA. The news- 
papers are filled with accounts of these 
various ways that smuggling takes place 
and gets busted, so I'm not blowing any- 
thing for anybody. The DEA is quite 
aware how dope gets in, and they're also 
quite aware that they have almost no 
chance of stopping it. Anyway, you ren- 
dezvous offshore with these ships in a 
fast speedboat. 
High Times: We'll get into that. but 
about these old tubs: do they have the 
capacity to outrun a fairly modern Coast 
Guard cutter? 
Smuggler: Well, the Coast Guard cutter 
can make about 22 knots or so, maybe 
more than that. And a freighter can make 
maybe 10 or 12, so there’s really no 
chance of running. You don't try to out- 
run them, because they'll just radio for 
helicopters and planes, so you just hope 
to avoid detection. Of course, out on the 
high seas they have no right to board a 
boat with a foreign registry unless ... 
High Times: And yet they do. 
Smuggler: Well, they can and do under 
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the provisions of the Anti-Hovering Act 
of 1921, which says that if they have 
evidence that you have used this boat to 
send lighters in to shore, then... 

High Times: Lighters? 

Smuggler: A lighter is a small boat. 
‘Anyway, in that case you're engaged in 
smuggling and you're violating US. law. 
even though you haven't entered US. 
waters. Then they can board you. 

‘The Anti-Hovering Act of 1921 was 
passed during Prohibition to stop the 
smuggling of rum and scotch. In those 
days, the big freighters would just sit 
offshore and the government couldn't 
touch them, until they passed this law. 
They passed this law to enable them to 
bust the big ships. I think it's very, very 
questionable under international law, 
and it’s a violation of international mari- 
time law. But it’s very hard to cite mari- 
time law cases in the middle of a bust. 
High Times: So the freighters can't run 
for it. What kind of speedboats can? 
Smuggler: I don't want to wipe out the 
investment that many people have in 
these boats, but a good smuggling opera- 
tion usually has four or five boats, ap- 
proximately 30 feet long. Each one usu- 
ally has two big V-8 engines, big Fords or 
Chryslers or Chevys, and can make 50 or 
60 miles an hour even in fairly rough 
water and outrun anything the Coast 
Guard has while still carrying a ton or 
two of weed. It draws two and a half to 
three feet of water and can get over a lot 
of shoals and reefs. 

A boat that doesn't draw very much is 

quite advantageous, also, in getting into 
shore off-loading spots that would not be 
considered viable by the Coast Guard 
You've got to learn how to run these 
boats, and be ready to outrun the Coast 
Guard if necessary. We've done it 
High Times: Would you say that the 
crucial role in smuggling is played by the 
kingpin, or the smuggler. or the dealer, or 
the dope itself? 
Smuggler: What moves dope from the 
country of origin into the United States is 
willpower, willpower that originates at 
the top. It's a matter of will; it's like mind 
over matter, or mind over marijuana, if 
you prefer. You have your straw bosses 
and other people who have the will, but it 
has to come from the top man who has a 
certain understanding of people—how to 
handle people, how to avoid getting 
caught, how to handle the technology. 
These types of knowledge are acquirable 
but the willpower really isnot. 

‘Someone running a dope operation is a 
sort of minor guru, maybe even a major 
guru. He can be quite a charismatic 
figure. He has more glamour, more 
money, more women, better dope and 
lives higher and faster than any rock star. 
He also travels more. He'll own three or 
fourboats, may havea plantation down in 
Colombia, five or six houses, a plane or 
two, a couple of docks; may have inter- 
ests in several legitimate fronts—you 
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know, a number of trucks, rented cars— 
he may be running quite a big scene. He 
may have quite a few women. 

I think that the nature of smuggling 
generally is closer to that of a Far East 
religion than it is to an American 
corporation. The guru provides the spir- 
itual strength of the flock. the followers 
who are going on faith. 

More than anything else, smuggling is 
psychological, which is something that 
most people don't understand, including 
a lot of smugglers, especially when 
they're first doing it. This is the govern- 
ment's main deterrent to smuggling. I 
mean, your actual chances of getting 
caught are very, very small until you 
figure in the psychological factor. 

Today the government says that they 
catch 10 percent. I think that for once the 
government is understating their own 
prowess and it's probably more like 20 
percent, but they say 10 percent to get 
more funding. 

But everything you've ever been 
taught, all your conditioning, everything 
you read in the papers, every rumor, story, 


“The nature of smuggling 
is closer to that of an 
Eastern religion than it is 
to an American 
corporation... 
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faith versus paranoia... 
It’s more like a military 
operation with overtones 
of religious fervor.” 


anecdote that comes along to you is a 
psychological deterrent to smuggling. So 
you have to consciously psych yourself 
up to think that you can make it when 
paranoia is all around you. Paranoia in a 
smuggling ring is extremely thick; it's 
constantly like sand in the machinery of 
smuggling. So smuggling is a matter of 
faith versus paranoia. 

High Times: Isn't Vince Lombardi in- 
volved in there? 

Smuggler: It's way beyond anything 
Vince Lombardi ever conceived of. It's 
more like being one of Merrill's Ma- 
rauders. It's a marauding operation. It's a 
commando operation. It's not comparable 
to professional sports because of the very 
high possibility of getting killed, if you 
don’t get put in jail. But it's more like a 
military operation with overtones of re- 
ligious fervor. 

Everyone involved in smuggling is in 
part motivated by the money, but what 
you end up with after recovering from 
the psychological trauma you could have 
earned ina straight business 


To a great extent, smuggling is a form 
of social protest. 

High Times: Is it like standing on a 
picket line with a sign in yourhand? 
Smuggler: Yeah, except you're getting 
paid for it, if you're lucky. I think that 
people who go into smuggling are for the 
most part social misfits; they're noncon- 
formists; they're antisocial people. 

High Times: Smugglers are antisocial? 
Smuggler: They're an antisocial people. 
They're not compliant with society's 
rules. They're opposed to society. They're 
a virus in society. This sounds something 
like the government's own view. I 
know—but after ten years of being in- 
volved I have concluded that this is true. 

But I don’t think it's bad. I think it’s 
very good. I think that bringing in dope is 
very socially valuable and, believe me, 
the people involved in it feel the same 
way. Especially the young smuggler who 
has a very keen sense of the social value 
of what he or she is doing. They're also 
concemed with the glamour of it, and 
definitely with the money. 

One never forgets about the money. 
The money is just a thing to make you 
overcome. It’s just the bottom-line 
motivation to overcome the paranoia. 
High Times: Do you think that smug- 
gler trials will turn into political trials? 
Smuggler: Well, I think they will in the 
future. Smuggling and the concept of 
national borders, the concept of control 
of substances, control of trade, the con- 
cept of molecular social control, are 
going to become big political issues in the 
future, but at this point none of the 
media—except for High Times —is will- 
ing to see it in that light, because political 
consciousness is very low. 

High Times: Do you think that smug- 
gling will become more political as the 
crisis in world ecology worsens? Will 
you be branching into things like 
tomatoes, lettuce? 

Smuggler: It's interesting that you say 
that, because a few years ago, when 
they had the sugar shortage, some smug- 
glers found it infinitely more profitable to 
smuggle sugar across the Caribbean than 
dope. Ironically, sometimes those who 
have worked their way up to big ships 
and planes and so on find that they can 
make just about as much money smug- 
gling other things, even hauling other 
things legitmately. 

The reason is that the economics of 
dope are ridiculous. 1 mean, if wheat 
were brought into this country the same 
way that marijuana is brought in, in 
peoples’ suitcases, in small planes, in 
sailboats in the middle of the night, the 
price of a slice of bread would be a 
thousand dollars. And in the future our 
economy won't be able to support this 
kind of economic waste. It is as if 20 
percent of our imports were taken out to 
the city dump and burned under armed 
guard, as they do with 20 percent of the 
marijuana crop. Ultimately, smuggling is 
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not that profitable in the aggregate. It's 
like the stock market. A few people get 
rich. Most don't. A lot of them go broke. 
High Times: What will you do after 
legalization? Will there be a market for 
your smuggling talents overseas? 
Smuggler: I think so. Smugglers tend to 
be very international by nature, and al- 
though there may be legalization in some 
countries, there won't be in others, There 
is quite a bit of marijuana consumption 
in Russia and marijuana use is spreading 
very widely. People have a greater need 
for psychological stimulation; it's a 
worldwide appetite. 

Fifty years ago very few people had 
ever eaten an orange. Now they accept it 
as part of their diet. And so, you know, 
there will probably be smuggling into 
Russia and other countries. There's al- 
ways cocaine, but... 

High Times: Do smugglers require spe- 
cial skills in shipping and trafficking that 
might be useful in commercial employ- 
mentafter legalization? 

Smuggler: Not really, because their pri- 
mary criterion is not efficiency, but 
steaith. Stealth has some usefulness in 


“Some smugglers are 
incredibly flamboyant: 
fast cars, big mansions, 
incredible coke parties, 
harems of women...” 


modern business, as was seen in some re- 
cent indictments, but overall, you have to 
understand mass-scale efficiencies. An 
education at Wharton School of Business 
would be more useful than ten years of 
smuggling in the Caribbean. 

‘On the other hand, I've come into 
contact with people in Florida who are 
third- and fourth-generation smug- 
glers—marijuana is the gig now, but their 
fathers smuggled rum and scotch, and 
their grandfathers smuggled gunpowder 
and slaves. Smuggling is something that's 
been going on for several thousand years, 
and it attracts a certain type of mentality. 
In the same way that there have always 
been musicians and there have always 
been prostitutes and there have always 
been politicians, there's a certain seg- 
ment of the population that will probably 
always be attracted to smuggling. 

High Times: What are some of the 
changes in the Miami scene that led to 
the first DEA coastal blockade of Florida 
in the fall of 1974? 

Smuggler: Things down in Florida got 
pretty wild and out of hand from the 
government's point of view. A blockade 


raises morale and brings attention within 
law-enforcement circles to the impor- 
tance of busting smuggling and to the 
need for practice. For the public, it's 
psychological warfare to scare people. It 
did scare a lot of people because they felt 
that there probably must have been boats 
spaced a hundred feet apart all the way 
across the Caribbean, and a lot of people 
stayed out of it, including myself. 

I don't blame myself or them, because 
you didn’t know at the time whether it 
was psychological warfare or real war- 
fare. Mostly it's psychological warfare, 
and psychological warfare is very effec- 
tive—it's what the CIA is all about. And 
to a great extent, that's what the DEA is 
allabout. 

‘A great emphasis for the DEA is intel- 
ligence, and another great emphasis for 
the DEA is publicity. Ten percent of the 
value of a bust is to take those people off 
the set temporarily. Immediately, of 
course, they have to go back and smuggle 
twice as much, to make up for what they 
lost and to pay off their lawyers. The 
other 90 percent is to scare other people 
outofit. 

High Times: Did they ever observe any 
of your suspicious activities? 
Smuggler: Oh, sure, we've had many 
encounters with the DEA and with the 
Coast Guard and with Customs. We've 
had many skirmishes with them. 

High Times: On the high seas? 
Smuggler: Sure. One time we'd just 
finished off-loading the last load of mari- 
juana from a Colombian boat, and a 
Coast Guard cutter came up on the scene. 
It was pretty obvious what we were 
doing. They immediately started coming 
toward us so we got the hell out of there 
as fast as we could. 

High Times: Did they fire a warning 
shot? 

Smuggler: We were too far away for 
that. I remember another instance, when 
people I knew were spotted while they 
were loading the dope. They tossed a 
couple of hand grenades over into the 
Coast Guard boat and took off. I don't 
think it really caused much damage and I 
don’t think it hurt anybody. But it was 
unsettling to them. At that point they 
really didn’t want to mess with it further 
until they got reinforcements. But gener- 
ally no shots are fired. 

‘There are two types of people in smug- 
gling. Some people are ready to die for it 
and some people aren't. I don't like to get 
involved with people who are, because 
people who are ready to die are ready to 
kill, and they may kill you. I don’t think 
that the pursuit of marijuana smuggling 
and the pursuit of money are worthwhile 
things to die for or kill for, either one. 

h Times: What about smugglers 

who mount heavy-caliber artillery on 

board? 

Smuggler: Well, that’s because they 

never know. First of all, there are hijack- 
(continued on page 40) 
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High Times Classic 


nd so you think that opium-smoking as seen in the foul 
cellars of Mott Street and elsewhere is the only form of 
narcotic indulgence of any consequence in this city, and 

that hashish, if used at all, is only smoked occasionally and 

experimentally by a few scattered individuals?” 

“That certainly is my opinion, and I consider myself fairly 
well informed:" 

“Well, you are far from right as I can prove to you if you care 
to inform yourself more fully on the subject. There is a lange 
community of hashish smokers in this city, who are daily forced 
to indulge their morbid appetites, and I can take you toa house 
up-town where hemp is used in every conceivable form, and 
where the lights, sounds, odors. and surroundings are all 
arranged so as to intensify and enhance the effects of this 
wonderful narcotic” 

I must confess that Iam still incredulous” 

“Well. if it is agreeable to you, meet me at the Hoffman House 
reading-room to-morrow night at ten o'clock. and I think I shall 
beable to convince you’ 

The above is the substance of a conversation that took place 
in the lobby of a down-town hotel between the writer of these 
lines anda young man about thirty-eight years of age, known to 
me for some years past as an opium-smoker. It was through his 
kindness that I had first gained access to and had been able to 
study up the subject of opium-smoking. Hence I really antici- 
pated seeing some interesting phases of hemp indulgence, and 
was not disappointed 

The following evening at precisely ten o'clock I met the 
young man at the Hoffman House. and together we took a 
Broadway car up-town, left it at Forty-second Street. and 
walked rapidly toward the North River, talking as we went. 

“You will probably be greatly surprised at many things you 
will see to-night” he said. “just as | was when I was first 
introduced into the place by a friend. I have travelled over most 
of Europe. and have smoked opium in every joint in America, 
but never saw anything so curious as this. nor experienced any 
intoxication so fascinating yet so terrible as that of hashish” 

"Are the habitués of this place of the same class as those who 
frequent the opium-smoking dives?” 

“By no means. They are about evenly divided between 
Americans and foreigners: indeed. the place is kept by a Greek. 
who has invested a great deal of money in it. All the visitors. 
both male and female, are of the better classes, and absolute 
secrecy is the rule. The house has been opened about two years. 
I believe, and the number of regular habitués is daily on the 
increase” 

“Are you one of the number?" 

“Lam, and find the intoxication far pleasanter and less hurtful 
than that from opium. Ah! here we are” 

‘We paused before a gloomy-looking house, entered the gate, 
and passed up the steps. The windows were absolutely dark, 
and the entranceway looked dirty and desolate. Four pulls at the 
bell, a pause, and one more pull were followed by a few 
moments’ silence, broken suddenly by the sound of falling 
chain, rasping bolt, and the grinding of a key in the lock. The 
outer door was cautiously opened. and at a word from my 
companion we passed into the vestibule. The outer door was 
carefully closed by some one whom I could not distinguish in 
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the utter darkness. A moment later the inner door was opened, 
and never shall I forget the impression produced by the sudden 
change from total darkness to the strange scene that met my 
eyes. The dark vestibule was the boundary line separating the 
cold, dreary streets and the ordinary world from a scene of 
Oriental magnificence. 

A volume of heavily scented air, close upon the heels of 
which came a deadly sickening odor, wholly unlike anything I 
had ever smelled, greeted my nostrils. A hall lamp of grotesque 
shape flooded the hall with a subdued violet light that filtered 
through crenated disks of some violet fabric hung below it. The 
walls and ceilings. if ever modern. were no longer so. for they 
were shut in and hung by festoons and plaits of heavy cloth 
fresh from Eastern looms. Tassels of blue, green, yellow, red, 
and tinsel here and there peeped forth, matching the curious 
edging of variously colored bead-work that bordered each fold 
of drapery like a huge procession of luminous ants, and seemed 
to flow into little phosphorescent pools wherever the cloth was 
caught up. Queer figures and strange lettering, in the same 
work, were here and there disclosed upon the ceiling cloth. 

Along one side of the hall, between two doors, were ranged 
huge tubs and pots of majolica-like ware and blue-necked 
Japanese vases. in which were plants, shrubs. and flowers of the 
most exquisite color and odor. Green vines clambered up the 
walls and across the ceiling, and catching their tendrils in the 
balustrades of the stairs (which were also of curious design), 
threw down long sprays of heavy festoons of verdure. 

‘As my companion, who had paused a moment to give me 
time to look about me, walked toward the far end of the hall. I 
followed him, and passed into a small room on the right, where, 
with the assistance of a colored servant. we exchanged our 
coats, hats, and shoes for others more in keeping with our 
surroundings. First a long plush gown. quilted with silk down 
the front, and irregularly ornamented in bead and braid with 
designs of serpents. flowers, crescents, and stars. was slipped on 
over the head. Next a tasselled smoking-cap was donned, and 
the feet incased in noiseless list slippers. In any other place or 
under any other circumstances I should have felt ridiculous in 
this costume, but so in keeping was it with all I had seen, and so 
thoroughly had I seemed to have left my every-day self in the 
dark vestibule. that I felt perfectly at home in my strange dress. 
We next crossed the hall to asmaller room. where a young man, 
apparently a Frenchman, furnished us. on the payment of two 
dollars each, with two small pipes and a small covered bronze 
cup, or urn, filled with a dry green shrub, which I subsequently 
learned was gunjeh (the dried tops and leaves of the hemp 
plant), for smoking. My friend, on the payment of a further sum, 
obtained a curious little box which contained some small black 
lozenges, consisting of the resin of hemp. henbane. crushed 
datura seeds, butter. and honey. and known in India as 
Majoon.amongst the Moors as El Mogen. 

Passing from this room we ascended the richly 
carpeted stairs, enarbored by vines. and paused 
upon a landing from which three doors opened. { 
Upon one a pink card bore Dryden's line. “Take 
the good the gods provide thee” The knob 
turned by my friend's hand allowed the 
door to swing open and welcomed 


by a spice breeze from India, we were 
truly in. paradise, 

“This” he said. in a whisper. “is the 
public room, where any one having pipe 
or lozenge. and properly attired. may 
enter and indulge—eat. smoke. or dream, 
as best suits him.” 


Jonder, amazement. admiration. 
but faintly portray my mental 
condition. Prepared by what | 

had already seen and experienced for 

something odd and Oriental. still the 
magnificence of what now met my gaze 
far surpassed anything I had ever 
dreamed of. and brought to my mind the 

nes of the Arabian Nights, forgotten 
ince boyhood until now. My every sense 

‘was irresistibly taken captive. and it was 

some moments before I could realize that 

I really was not the victim of some 

dream. for | seemed to have wholly 

severed my connection with the world of 
to-day. and to have stepped back several 
centuries into the times of genii. fairies. 

—into the heart of Persiaor Arabia 

Not an inharmonious detail marred 
the symmetry of the whole. Beneath, my 
feet sank almost ankle-deep into a 
velvety carpet. [found that the design 
was that of a garden: beds of luxurious 
flowers. stars and crescents. squares and 
diamond-shaped plots. made up of thou- 
sands of rare exotics and richly colored 
leaves. Here a brook. edged with damp 
verdure. from beneath which peeped 
coy violets and everywhere shrubs in 
bloom. Above. a magnificent chandelier. 
consisting of six dragons of beaten gold. 
from whose eyes and throats sprang 
flames. the light from which, striking 
against a series of curiously set prisms. 
fell shattered and scintillating into a 
thousand glancing beams that illumi- 
nated every corner of the room. 

All about the sides of the spacious 
apartment. upon the floor were mat- 
tresses covered with different-colored 
cloth, and edged with heavy golden 
fringe. Upon them were carelessly 
strewn rugs and mats of Persian and 
Turkish handicraft, and soft pillows in 
heaps. Above the level of these divans 
there ran, all about the room. a series of 
huge mirrors framed with gilded ser- 
pents intercoiled, effectually shutting off 
the windows. The effect was magnifi- 
cent. There seemed to be twenty rooms 
instead of one. and everywhere could be 
seen the flame-tongued and fiery-eyed 
dragons slowly revolving. giving to all 
the appearance of a magnificent kaleido- 
scope in which the harmonious colors 
were ever blending and constantly pre- 
senting new combinations. 

Just as [ had got thus far in my observa- 
tions I caught sight of my friend standing 
at the foot of one of the divans. and 
beckoning to me. At the same moment | 
also observed that several of the occu- 
pants of other divans were eying me 
suspiciously. [ crossed to where he was. 
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esteeming it a desecration to walk on 
such a carpet. and. despite my knowledge 
to the contrary. fearing every moment to 
crush some beautiful rose or lily beneath 
my feet. Following my friend's example. | 
slipped off my list foot-gear. and half 
reclined beside him on the divan and 
pillows. that seemed to reach up and 
embrace us. Pulling a tasselled cord that 
hung above our heads. my friend spoke a 
few words to a gaudily turbaned colored 
servant who came noiselessly into the 
room in answer to his summons, disap- 
peared again. and in a moment returned 
bearing a tray, which he placed between 
us. Upon it was a small lamp of silver 
filigree-work. two globe-like bowls. of 
silver also. from which protruded a long 
silver tube and a spoon-like instrument. 
The latter. I soon learned. was used to 
clean and fill the pipes. Placing the 
bronze jar of hashish on the tray. my 
friend bade me lay my pipe beside it. and 
suck up the fluid in the silver cup 
through the long tube. I did so, and found 


‘aid he. “is tea made from the 
a leaf, The cup is the real 


“Tsee that you are fast 
approaching 
Hashishdom. Is there not 
asense of perfect rest 
and strange, quiet 

happiness 
produced by it?” 


mate and the tube a real bombilla from 
Peru, Now let us smoke. The dried shrub 
here is known as gunjch, and is the dried 
tops of the hemp plant. Take a little 
tobacco from that jar and mix with it. else 
it will be found difficult to keep it alight 
These lozenges here are made from the 
finest Nepaul resin of the hemp. mixed 
with butter, sugar. honey, flour. pounded 
datura seeds. some opium. and a little 
henbane. or hyoscyamus. | prefer taking 
these to smoking. but. to keep you com- 
pany. I will also smoke to-night. Have no 
fear Smoke four or five pipefuls of the 
gunjeh, and enjoy the effect. | will see 
that no harm befalls you" 

Swallowing two of the lozenges. my 
guide filled our pipes. and we proceeded 
to smoke. and watch the others. These 
pipes. the stems of which were about 
eighteen inches in length. were incrusted 
with designs in varicolored beads. strung 
on gold wire over a ground of some light 
spirally twisted tinsel. marked off into 
diamond-shaped spaces by thin red lines. 
From the stem two green and yellow 
silken tassels depended. A small bi 
shaped piece of clouded amber formed 


the mouthpiece. while at the other end 
was a small bow! of red clay searcely 
larger than a thimble. As I smoked | 
noticed that about two-thirds of the di- 
vans were occupied by persons of both 
sexes, some of them masked. who were 
dressed in the same manner as ourselv 
Some were smoking. some reclining lis 
lessly upon the pillows. following the 
tangied thread of a hashish reverie or 
dream. A middle-aged woman sat bolt- 
upright, gesticulating and laughing 
quietly to herself: another with lack 
lustre eyes and dropped jaw was swaying 
her head monotonously from side to side 
A young man of about eighteen was on 
his knees, praying inaudibly: and another 
man, masked. paced rapidly and noise- 
lessly up and down the room, until led 
away by the turbaned servant 


s [smoked. the secret of that heavy. 
sickening odor was made clear to 
me. [t was the smell of burning 

hashish. Strangely enough. it did not 

seem to be unpleasant any longer. for. 
although it rather rasped my throat at 
first, I drew large volumes of it into my 
lungs. Lost in lazy reverie and perfect 
comfort. I tried to discover whence came 
the soft, undulating strains of music that 
had greeted me on entering. and which 
still continued. They were 


falling spray from which plashed and 
tinkled musically as it fell from serpents 
mouths into a series of the very thinnest 
huge pink shells held aloft by timid 
hares. The music seemed to creep up 


the walls, to flurry. like snow-flakes. from 
the ceiling, rising and falling in measured 


cadences unlike any music | had ever 
heard. It seemed to steal, now softly. now 
merrily. on tiptoe into the room to see 
whether we were awake or asleep. to 
a tear. if tear there was. or 
ga y and merrily. ifsuch was our 
humor, and then as softly. s 
sadly. to steal out again and lose itself in 
the distance. It was ich music as a 
boatful of fairies sailing about in the clear 
water of the fountain might have made. 
or that with which an angel mother 
would sing its angel babe to sleep. It 
seemed to enter every fibre of the body. 
and satisfy a music-hunger that had 
never before been satisfied. | silently 
filled my second pipe. and was about to 
lapse again into a reverie that had be- 
come delightfully full of perfect rest and 
comfort, when my companion. leaning 
toward me. said: 

“L see that you are fast approaching 
Hashishdom. Is there not a sense of 
perfect rest and strange. quiet happiness 
produced by it? 

‘There certainly is. | feel supremely 
happy. at peace with myself and all the 
world. and all that | ask is to be let alone 
But why is everything so magnificent 


here? Is it a whim of the proprietor. or an 
attempt to reproduce some such place in 
the East?" asked 

“Possibly the latter; but there is 
another reason that you may understand 
better later. It is this: the color and pecu- 
liar phases of a hashish dream are mate- 
rially affected by one’s surroundings just 
ior to the sleep. The impressions that 
we have been receiving ever since we 
entered. the lights. odors. sounds. and 
colors. are the strands which the deft 
fingers of imagination will weave into 
the hemp reveries and dreams. which 
seem as real as those of every-day life. 
and always more grand. Hashish eaters 
and smokers in the East recognized this 
fact. and always. prior to indulging in the 
drug. surrounded themselves with the 
most pleasing sounds. faces. forms, ete’ 

“see” Lanswered. dreamily. "But what 
is there behind those curtains that I see 
moving now and again? 
re several small rooms there: 
id my companion. “shut off from thi 
room by the curtains you see move. Each 
tly fitted up. 1am. told. 
are reserved for persons. chiefly 
ladies. who wish to avoid every 
possibility of detection, and at the same 
time enjoy their hashish and watch the 
inmates of this room: 

“Are there many 
standing who come he 

“Very many. Not the cream of the 
demi-monde, understand me. but laclics 
Why. there must be at least six hundred 
in this city alone who are habituées 
Smokers from different cities. Boston 
Philadelphia. Chicago. and especially 
New Orleans. tell me that each city ha: 
its hemp retreat. but none so elegant as 
this” And my companion swallowed 
another lozenge and relapsed into 
dreamy silence. 


of good social 


and was soon 
and pleasant. 


listle 


too lay bac 


lost in reverie. intense 
3radually the room and its inmates 
faded from view: the revolving dragons 


went swifter and more swiftly. until the 


flaming tongues and eyes were merged 
into a huge ball of flame. that, suddenly 
pund from 
reaming off 
ies. 


detaching i 
its pivot. went whirling and 
into the air until lost to sight in the 
‘Then a sudden silence. during whi 
heard the huge waves of an angry 
breaking with fierce monotony in m 
head. Then I heard the fountain: the 
musical tinkle of the spray as it struck 
upon the glass grew louder and louder: 
and the notes longer and longer. until 
they merged into one clear musical bugle 
note that woke the echoes of a spring 
morning. and broke sharp and clear over 
hill and valley. meadow-land and marsh. 
hill-top and forest. A gayly caparisoned 
horseman. bugle in hand. suddenly ap. 
peared above a hill-crest. Closely follow- 
ing. a straggling group of horsemen rid- 
ing madly. Before them a pack of hounds 


came dashing down the hill-side, baying 
deeply. Before them I. the fox. was run 
ning with the speed of desperation 
training every nerve to distance or elude 
them. Thus for miles and miles [ ran on 
until at last, almost dead with fright and 
fatigue. 1 fell panting in the forest. A 
moment more and the cruel hounds 
would have had me. when suddenly a 
little field-mouse appeared. caught me by 
the paw: and dragged me through the 
narrow entrance to her nest. My body 
lengthened and narrowed until | found 
myself a serpent. and in me rose the 
desire to devour my little preserver. 
when, as | was about to strike her with 
my fangs. she changed into a beautiful 
little fairy. tapped my ugly black fat head 
with her wand. and as my fangs fell to 
earth Lresumed my human shape. With 
the parting words. “Never seek to injure 
those who endeavor to serve you.” she 
disappeared. 

Looking about | found myself in a huge 
cave, dark and noisome. Serpents hissed 
and glared at me from every side. and 
huge lizards and ugly shapes scrambled 
over the wet floor In the far corner of the 


“You will probably be 
greatly surprised at many 
things you will see 
tonight. I have travelled 
over most of Europe, and 
have smoked opium in 
every jointin America, 
but never saw anything 
so curious as this.” 


cave [ saw piles of precious stones of 
wondrous value that glanced and 
sparkled in the dim light. Despite the 
horrid shapes about me. | resolved to 
secure some. at least. of these precious 
gems. | began to walk toward them, but 
found that I could get no nearer—just as 
fast as advanced. so fast did they seem to 
recede. At last. after what seemed a 
year’s weary journey. I suddenly found 
myself beside them. and falling on my 
knees. began to fill my pockets. bosom. 
even my hat. Then I tried to rise. but 
could not: the jewels weighed me down. 
Mortified and disappointed. 1 replaced 
them all but three. weeping bitterly. As | 
rose to my feet it suddenly occurred to 
me that this was in no way real—only a 
hashish dream. And. laughing. | said. 
“You fool. this is all nonsense. These are 
not real jewels: they only exist in your 
imagination” My real seif arguing thus 
with my hashish self. which I could see. 
tired. ragged. and weeping. set me to 
laughing still harder. and then we 
laughed together—my two selves. Sud- 
denly my real self faded away. and a 
cloud of sadness and misery settled upon 


me. and I wept again. throwing myself 
hysterically upon the floor of the cave. 

Just then [ heard a voice addressing me 
by name. and looking up. I saw an old 
an with an enormous nose bending 
over me. His nose seemed almost as large 
as his whole body. “Why do you wee] 
my son?” he said: “are you sad beca 
you can not have ail these riches? Don't 
then, for some day you will learn that 
whoso hath more wealth than is needed 
to minister to his wants must suffer for it 
Every farthing above a certain reasonable 
sum will surely bring some worry. care. 
anxiety. or trouble. Three diamonds are 
your be content with them. But 
dear mi Lam again neglecting my 
work! Here it is March. and I'm not half 
through yet! 

"Pray what is your work. venerable 
patriarch?” | asked. “and why has 
Lord given you such a huge probs 

‘Ah! I see that you don't know me” he 
replied. “Lam the chemist of the earth's 
bowels. and it is my duty to prepare all 
the sweet and delicate odors. that the 
flowers have. [am busy all winter making. 
them. and early in the spring my nymphs 
and apprentices deliver them to the 
Queen of the Flowers, who in turn gives 
them to her subjects. My nose is a little 
large because 1 have to do so much 
smelling. Come and see my laborato: 

His nose a little large! [ laughed until 
almost cried at this. while following him 

He opened a door, and entering. my 
nostrils met the addest medley of odors | 
had ever smelled. Everywhere workmen 
with huge noses were busy mixing. filter- 
ing. distilling. and the like. 

Here” said the old man, “is a batch of 
odor that has been spoiled. Mistakes are 
frequent. but | find use for even such as 
that. The Queen of Flowers gives it to 
disobedient plants or flowers. You mor- 
tals call it asafoetida. Come in here and 
see my organ:” and he led the way into a 
large rocky room. at one end of which 
was a huge organ of curious construc- 


tion, Mounting to the seat. he arranged 
the stops and bogan to play 
Not a sound could be heard. but a 


succession of odors swept past me. some 
slowly. some rapidly. I understood the 
grand idea in a moment. Here was music 
to which that of sound was coarse 
earthly. Here was a harmon 
symphony. of odors! Clear and s 
intense and less intense. sweet 
sweet. and again still sweeter, heavy and 
light. fast and slow. deep and narcotic, the 
odors. all in perfect harmony. rose and 
fell, and swept by me. to be succeeded by 


myself a little stream of water. that. rising 
in the rocky caverns of the mountain 
dashed down its side into the plain below. 
Fiercely the hot sun beat upon my scanty 
and like a thin gray mist | found 
If rising slowly into the skies. no 
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longer a stream. With other clouds | was 
swept away by the strong and rapid wind 
far across the Atlantic. over the burning 
sand wastes of Africa. dipping toward 
the Arabian Sea, and suddenly falling in 
huge rain-drops into the very heart of 
India, blossoming with poppies. As the 
ground greedily sucked up the refreshing 
drops I again assumed my form. 


uddenly the earth was rent apart. 
and falling upon the edge of a deep 
cavern, I saw far below me a mol 
ten. hissing sea of fire, above which a 
dense vapor hung. Issuing from this mist 
a thousand anguished faces rose toward 
me on scorched and broken wings. 
shrieking and moaning as they came, 

‘Who in Heaven's name are these poor 
things? 

“These” said a voice at my side, “are 
the spirits, still incarnate. of individuals 
who. during life. sought happiness in the 
various narcotics. Here, after death, far 
beneath, they live a life of torture most 
exquisite, for itis their fate, ever suffering 
for want of moisture. to be obliged to 
yield day by day their life-blood to form 
the juice of poppy and resin of hemp in 
order that their dreams, joys. hopes. plea- 
sures, pains. and anguish of past and 
present may again be tasted by mortals” 

As he said this I turned to see who he 
was, but he had disappeared. Suddenly I 
heard a fierce clamor, felt the scrawny 
arms of these foul spirits wound about 
my neck, in my hair, on my limbs, pulling 
me over into the horrible chasm, into the 
heart of hell, crying, shrilly, "Come! thou 
art one of us. Come! come! come!” | 
struggled fiercely. shrieked out in my 
agony. and suddenly awoke. with the 
cold sweat thick upon me. 

‘Are you. then. so fond of it that 
nothing can awaken you? Here have | 
been shaking and pulling you for the past 
five minutes. Come. rouse yourself; your 
dreams seem to be unpleasant 

Gradually my senses became clearer. 
The odors of the room. the melodies of 
carly evening. the pipe that had fallen 
from my hand. the faces and forms of 
the hemp-smokers, were once more 
recognized 

My companion wished me to stay 
assuring me that I would see many queer 
sights before morning, but I declined, and 
after taking. by his advice. a cup of 
Paraguay tea (coca leaf), and then a cup 
of sour lemonade, | passed down-stairs, 
exchanged my present for my former 
dress. returned my pipe, and left th 
hou: 

‘The dirty streets, the tinkling car-horse 
bell, the deafening “Here you are! twenty 
sweet oranges for a quarter!” and the 
drizzling rain were more grateful by far 
than the odors. sounds. and sights, sweet 
though they were. that I had just left. 
Truly it was the cradle of dreams rocking 
placidly in the very heart of a great city 
lated from Bagdad to Gotham. @ 
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| A Smuggling Ace 


(continued from page 32) 

ings, and things like that. If someone 
opens up on you, it's necessary to defend 
yourself. I think hijackings are relatively 
rare, but what sometimes happens is that 
people get ideas of their own and the fact 
of everyone being armed discourages 
this—they know they're going to have to. 
deal with heavy lead if they try anything 
But sometimes you get crazy sheriffs, you 
get crazy DEA agents, you get crazy 
marine patrols—you never know what 
these people are liable to do. 

High Times: Do you know anything 
about the rash of hijackings reported last 
year in the Pacific? 

Smuggler: You mean stealing boats for 
smuggling? 

High Times: Yes. 

Smuggler: This is mostly DEA propa- 
ganda. The last thing you want to do 
when you're smuggling dope is to use a 
stolen boat—considering the fact that 
you're investing maybe a minimum of a 
few hundred thousand dollars in the load 
and probably another hundred thousand 
dollars in associated equipment—trucks, 
small boats, houses, radios, guns, dis- 
guises, fuel, food and so on. You're talk- 
ing about a thing involving several mil- 
lion dollars. A boat is not a very expen- 
sive item next to all that. 

It's strictly DEA public relations—it’s 
psychological warfare. What they're try- 
ing to do is imply that smugglers are boat 
thieves. most likely. and that boat thieves 
are smugglers, and it's mostly false. Not 
tosay that smugglers haven't stolen boats, 
but so havea lot of businessmen. 

Boat-stealing in itself is a big business 
and it doesn't have much overlap with 
smuggling. If you're capable of stealing 
boats, you don’t need to smuggle; you can 
steal boats fora living. 

High Times: Have you ever tried a 
smokescreen device at sea? 

Smuggler: The nature of the ocean is 
that there's a lot of wind and the nature 
of wind is that it blows away smoke. You 
would have to lay down a lot of smoke. I 
guess it could be done. 

High Times: There are machines that 
make alot of smoke. 

Smuggler: I think if I was out on the 
ocean and somebody tried that. I'd go off 
to the side of the smokescreen. The 
smokescreen's going to go behind you, so 
you just get off to the side. When you're 
an amateur smuggler, sitting around 
scamming these things out. all kinds of 
James Bond ideas come forth, but when it 
gets down to reality, the simplest and 
most straightforward way, the way that 
attracts the least attention, is the best. 
‘These devices don’t work. Also, pouring 
gasoline on the water and lighting it 
doesn’t work either. But don’t ask me how 
Tknow that. 


(continued on page 112) 
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(No experience required.) 
Each month we will ship you 
NATIONALLY RELEASED 
albums to rate. You pay 


nothing for any records you 
receive. All you pay is. asmall 
membership fee. We pay all 


postage. In return for your 
opinion you will build a sub- 
stantial record collection. 
Applicants accepted on 
“first come basis.” For 
application write: 
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“This research program 
is guaranteod.” 


S 
Heinenken ONYX PIPES! 
Beer Bottle sooth @-2 action 
Bing Bong! 
2 et 
‘one of the 
finest draw- 
ing action smail pipe $1.67 
Pe. ever de- 
=” veloped. 
List $7.95 larger pipe 
Now Only $3.69 $1.99 
Screens! 
@ medium, 10for 30¢ <> 
small, 10 for 25¢ large, 10for 40¢ 


THESE ARE ONLY EXAMPLES... “SEND FOR OUR CATA- 
LOGUE DISPLAYING OUR HUGE INVENTORY AT OUR LOW, 
LOW PRICES! 


There may be more to the recently reported death of smug- 
gling ace Ken Burstine than meets the eye. High Times’ 
inside sources report that the DEA is convinced that the body 
found in the plane crash is not Ken Burnstine. To this end. 
the DEA is currently conducting an in-depth 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, in pursuit of evidence that the 
slippery Burnstine may have outsmarted them once again. 

As readers will recall from High Times * 14 (October), Ken. 
Burnstine was killed in a plane crash on the Mojave Desert 
on June 16, 1976. According to reports, his plane touched a 
racing pylon, went out of control and crashed into the desert 
floor. Heard over the radio were Burnstine’s last words, "My 
God, it’s stuck!" A tremendous fire was caused by high- 
octane aviation fuel which exploded on impact. The body 
was so horribly charred that it was identifiable only by th 
fingerprints of one hand. Eyewitnesses reported that th 
hand was still attached to the body, but other versio 
notably the one the DEA is listening to, say thal the hand had 
been severed, and not in the crash. 

The DEA’s new theory is that Burnstine obtained a fresh 
corpse of similar size to his own body, stuffed it in the plane, 
cut off the left hand (Burnstine is right-handed), then cut off 
his own left hand, charred the body, particularly the right 
hand, submerged the left hand in a bag of dry ice and flew off 
to his destiny. Climbing into the clouds. he flew out of sight 
of the airfield and parachuted out, locking the plane into a 
spiral turn downward. Reaching the ground, he activated a 

rearranged radio, called in the phony "My God. 
(Thus explaining the jammed controls on the plane 
fugitive financier Burnstine was then picked wy 
cohorts and whisked by jet to exile in Belize {t 
British Honduras). There, he was 
and cheeks job, and fitted with a platinum hook. An 
an older man with a platinum hook has been seen recent- 


by his 
former: 
na nose and eve, 


KEN BURNSTINE 


a grisly tale 


in Beli cording to some DEA sources. 

he only problem with this theory is that the dental 

records of the plane crash corpse matched perfectly with 

those “s dentist. The DEA theory on tl 

Burnstine paid someone off to have de ys and phony 
rds of the corpse substituted for h ~The reported 

¢ for this courtesy was a cool $100,000. In 

rds substitution has no connection (contra: 

doctor Fre 


med: 
one rumor) with marijuan: 


who also lives in the Fort Lauderdale area but has 
treated Burnstine. 
Cur under investigation and constant surveillance 


are nine individuals and thre 
Fort Lauderdale 


ir freight 
rea. High Times hi 
matter, and, after talking to a numbs 
dividuals and carefully evaluating all the available e 
¢ think the DEA has gone entirely bonkers this time 
ind is truly and clearly wasting the taxpayers’ 
The 59 defendants—many of whom attended 
funeral to make sure he was dead—who were 
sult of Burnstine’s turncoat testimony all 
that Burnstine is definitely dead. Our inv n 
shows that the man buried as Ken Burnstine is indeed the 
real Ken Burnstine. Further pursuit of Mr. Burnstine will be 
iminal Martin Bormann. 
‘The mysterious man in Belize, we have on good authority, 
deville actor and has never flown a 
e. The scar on his face is the result of being 
h some juggling pins ago, ing to 
In the October High Times, we said our 


our source: 


goodbyes to Ken and we'll stand by those goodb: 
recommend that the D) money 
on these paranoid fantas 

Morrison 
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Corps. 


to Benefit 


DEA director Peter G. Bensinger testifies in front of the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee in 
Washington. Bensinger's testimony supported the passage of SB 3411, a DEA-designed bill aimed 
ar stepping up heroin enforcement. Critics of the bill charge that it wil seriously affect the civil rights 
‘of marijuana smokers. 
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story on page 45 
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on DEA 
Drug Bill 
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IGHWITNES NEWS 


Bayh Goes to Bat for Pot —Bensinger Balks 


‘ch Bayh of Indiana, a long-time proponent of the federal decriminalization of 


WASHINGTON —Senator 


marijuana, has attempted to insure that Senate Bill 3411 


Administration (DEA) at the pot smoker or local dealer. 


SB 3411 


a DEA-pushed bill aimed at stepped-up heroin smuggling enforcement, raises 


serious civil rights questions by permitting the DEA to use tougher antiheroin legislation 


against the doper. 
Questioning DEA Director 
Peter G. Bensinger at a Senate 
Judiciary Subcommitice hearing 
on the bill last July, Senator Bayh 
asked the DEA chieftain if his 
agency made a differentiation be- 
tween marijuana and heroin law 
enforcement techniques. Ben: 
singer did not elaborate on en- 
forcement techniques but did say 
that the agency made 43 percent 
fewer marijuana arrests in 1976 
than in 1975. Bust seizures. 
however, are atan all-time high 
“Although we still investigate 
and refer for prosecution those 
caught with marijuana, itis not our 
primary concern,” said Bensinger. 
Marijuana is dangerous to 
one’s health. There is not 
enough knowledge to decriminal 
ize marijuana.” claimed Ben- 
Singer. This contradicts the Na- 
tional Institute on Drug Abuse’s 
own report stating that marijuana 
is relatively safe unless used while 
driving a car or operating heavy 
machinery. 
“To underline the gravity of this 
situation.” Bensinger continued. 


“during the last 12 months. there 
were 102 crashes of planes that we 
could determine were transport- 
ing marijuana between distribu- 
tion points in Mexico and the 
United States. It is big. business 
and it can be lucrative if the penal- 
tiesare not substantial.” 

At one point during the hear- 
ing, Bensinger had to be corrected 
by Senator Bayh for equating de- 
criminalization with legalization 
“We're talking about decriminal- 
ization that would stop making 
criminals out of our youth,” said 
the senator from Indiana. 

In related testimony, Customs 
Commissioner Vernon D. Acree 
told the subcommittee that, be- 
tween January 1 and March 16 of 
this year, 126,000 pounds of mari- 
juana were confiscated in waters 
between Florida and North 
Carolina 

Acree’s interest in the bill is 
Section 501, which would author- 
ize the Customs Service to require 


the master of a vessel to report its 
arrival immediately at the nearest 
customhouse. 


Watergaters Endorse Decrim 


The vessel would 


Convicted conspirator John D. Ehrlichman (left) talks with fellow Watergater 


Egil Krogh, Jr 


‘onvicted for his rate in the White House Plumber's Unit. Both 
men totd the Senate Permanent Investigation Subcommittee that they favored 
traffic-ticket like citations for those caught with marijuana, Ehrlichman and 


Krogh were the masterminds behind the Nixon administration's Operation 
Imercept—a program in which all travelers attempting to cross the U.S.- 
Mexican border were stopped and searched extensively for marijuana. 


Ehrlichman told the subcommittee that the federal government should get 


completely out of marijuana policing and let local communities or states decide 
the issue. Ehrlichman, when asked if he smoked marijuana, responded with a 


“no comment 


* Ehrlichman now lives in Sante Fe, New Mexico; Krogh works 


for Swenson’s Ice Cream Company in San Francisco. 
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also have to report to Customs. 
prior to docking 

The Customs Commissioner is 
concerned about the use of private 
ships to smuggle marijuana into 
the U.S. “The high-speed and 
fuel-carrying capabilities of to- 
day's small boats permit. them to 
travel distances which were not 
envisioned when the vessel re: 
porting requirements were enac- 
ted in 1930,” said Acree. 

Acree claims that there is “hard 
evidence” to prove that foreign 
flag vessels are moving “multiton 
loads of marijuana and smaller 
portions of hashish" within 40 to 


Radical Doc Carters 


WASHI 


Bourne, along-time advocate of 
marijuana decriminalization and 
the restructuring of detoxification 
programs, describes himself as 
“very much into radical politics, 
and his record seems to show it 
He testified on behalf of Dr. 
Howard Levy in a landmark 1972 
antiwar trial, helped found the 
Vietnam Veterans Against the 
War, organized the case that led to 
the Supreme Court's decision to 
strike down antiabortion laws, 
demonstrated in the streets of 
Chicago during the 1968 Demo- 
cratic National Convention and 
served as a touchstone during the 
early days of the Haight-Ashbury 
Free Clinic 

Bourne first shocked the medi- 
cal and drug enforcement com- 
munities in 1972 after returning 
from a medical conference in 
Yugoslavia. It was in Belgrade that 
he met the renowned neu- 
rosurgeon Dr. H. L. Wang, one of 
the few physicians to use and rec- 
ommend acupuncture in detox- 
ification programs, “Nobody took 
Wang seriously,” said Bourne re- 
fecting on the meeting. “The p 
ple kind of laughed him off. The 
following year I traveled to Hong 
Kong to see for myself. I went to 
his hospital. 1 spent some time 
with him. I returned enormously 
impressed with everything he had 
said and done. The man was using 
acupuncture to treat heroin addicts 
with unbelievable withdrawal 
symptoms, and it worked. Acu- 


KW Atherton 


not aimed by the Drug Enforcement 


60 miles of the guifand east coasts 
At that point the hovering vessel is 
met by a smaller vessel that takes 
the marijuana to shore 

DEA Director Bensinger is re- 
portedly disturbed that SB 3411. in 
its present state, has received min- 
imal congressional endorsement 
A reliable congressional source 
told High Times that in its present 
State “SB 3411 stands little chance 
of even getting out of the Judiciary 
Committee 

“However.” said the source, “if 
the bill is pushed out of committee 
it will not be passed by the Senate 
unless an amendment that would 
federally decriminalize an indefi- 
nite amount of marijuana is, at- 
tached. That you can be sure of 


Choice to Head DEA? 


TON —Thirty-six-year-old British psychiatrist 
Peter G. Bourne—credited the first to tell Jimmy Carter to 
run for president—is rumored to be the Plainsman’s 
choice to replace DEA Director Peter Bensinger. 


Puncture has a great future. and I 
have encouraged the federal gov- 
ernment to take it seriously. 

Although Bourne does not have 
a law degree, considered by some 
to be an essential qualification 10 
head the DEA, he does have the 
medical and administrative exper- 
tise to oversee an agency de- 
scribed by one former operative as 
“tragic mistake.” 

Bourne went to Atlanta in 1957 
to attend Emory University. He 
returned to Emory in 1969 to 
teach, conduct research and run a 
community mental health center. 
Carter, who met Bourne during 
the gubernatorial campaign, later 
made him chief heatth and mental 
health advisor for the state o 
Georgia. In 1971, Bourne estab- 
lished Georgia's first drug abuse 
program to receive applause from 
the medical community 

“There was real accomplish- 
ment and change in Georgia in 
providing more services to more 
people in more places.” said Dr. 
BertramS.Brown.of the National 
Institute of Mental Health. 

Bourne, who during his travels 
to study drug abuse programs con- 
ferred verbally with DEA station 
chiefs around the globe. holds 

mixed feelings" about the agen- 
cy. He told High Times that there 
“‘is still a lot of ill will generated 
around the world by the presence 
of DEA agents in foreign coun- 
tries. many of whom are not very 


Sensitive to what happens there.” 


IGHWITNES NEWS 


|» | 


Agriculture Dept. Enlists Pharmaceutical 
Industry in War on Foreign Poppy Production 


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has invested at least 
$500,000 this year in domestic and foreign research projects designed to cultivate 
codeine from Papaver bracteatum, a nonopium-containing poppy. 


The department has planted at least two and one-half 
acres of experimental poppy plots since 1972 in Maryland, 
Oregon, Washington and Arizona in its long-range plan to 
curtail the production of opium-bearing Papaver somniferum, 


plier) rely on the conventional 
opium-gum method of extraction. 

In the centuries-old opium-gum 
method, the poppy is slit, and the 


from which both morphine and heroin are derived. 


The government's opium erad- 
ication project evolved in the wake 
of a 1967 discovery by Iranian 
pharmacologist Dr. I. Lalezari, 
who proved that thebaine, an ac- 
tive property of bracteatum. could 
be converted into codeine, The 


narcotics,” said Don Hargus of 
SB, Penick, “*Bracteatum isa very 
sensitive subject around here.” 
Mallinckrodt and Merck both 
declined to comment other than 
to claim that the Agriculture De- 
partment was not providing any 


| Pa 


Faw opium flows out of the strate- 
gically placed cut. With the opium- 
Straw method, the poppy is 
crushed with expensive machin- 
ery. The DEA claims that opium. 
derived from the straw method is 
less subject to diversion to black- 
market channels, although High 
Times could find no one to verify 
this statement. 

The USDA's attempt to grow 
bracteatum 1s the first instance of 
domestically grown poppies since 
the nineteenth century, when they 
were harvested in California, Ari- 
zona, Florida, Louisiana, Connec- 
ticut, Vermont and New 
Hampshire. 

“We've had no major problems 
with the project,” said Donald W. 
Fishler, who oversees bracteatum. 
for the Agriculture Department 
“The prospects for deriving co- 
deine-bearing thebaine from br 
teatum look very encouraging.” 


A full’ matured pod of Pspaver 
somniferum. The mik of thus poppy 
can be processed to become morphine 
and heroin. 


‘To Our Readers 


High Times welcomes news clip- 
pings and information sent by 
readers. Please accompany your 
newsworthy items with the name 
lof the: newspaper, date published 
land any additional comments. 
Please be brief. All material should 
be sent to: HighWitness News, 
High Times, Box 386, Cooper Sta-| 
tion, New York. N.Y. 10003. 


ihe 


The pod and flowery top of Papaver bracteatum. the nonopium-containing 
poppy that the USDA and three of Amenca’ leading pharmaceutical 
companies are trving. (0 promote im place of the opium-bearing Papaver 


somniferum, 


USDA is presently providing 
funds for Iranian and Israeli re- 
search that will determine whether 
somniferum morphine can be re- 
placed with bracteatum codeine as 
painkiller, 

The USDA also has been shar- 
ing its research with three of the 
nation’s largest pharmaceutical 
manufacturers in its attempt to 
eliminate the somniferum poppy. 
which in Turkey and throughout 
the Middle East provides millions 
with a source of food and edible 
oil, The bracteatum poppy 
provides no such food source and 
was considered useless until 
Lalezari’s discovery 

Merck & Company, Mal- 
linckrodt Chemical Works and the 
S.B. Penick Company refused to 
discuss the specifics of their brac- 
teatum projects. 

“For many years we never told 
people about our involvement in 


funds for their respective brac- 
teatum research projects 
However, High Times has learned 
that Mallinckrodt maintains “a 
rather extensive and well-guarded 
research station in Nebraska” 
Some observers base the 
USDA's interest in bracteatum. 
cultivation on the fact that domes- 
tic opium stockpiles are being 
drastically reduced. The General 
Services Administration main- 
tains a 150,000-pound raw opium 
stockpile along with 24,000 
pounds of morphine. The govern- 
‘ment’s stash is kept in torchproof 
steel-and-concrete vaults near 
Lexington, Kentuct 
Dwindling U.S. opium. stock- 
piles and the new interest in br: 
teatum cultivation are due in part 
to the Drug Enforcement Admin- 
istration’s insistence that opium- 
producing countries (including In- 
dia, America’s main opium sup- 


Milking the Poppy 


The Pharmaceuncal and Scwnce Products Group, Mallinckrodt Incorporated 
(eft to right)” from the lett, Davie S. Sheridan, Frank 4. Schontelkrab. 


Norman E. Drissell, Kenneth R. Monroe. Jt, Flasd P Hallet and BH. Ware 
‘Mallinckrodt, a proncer in Papawer bracteatum research, refused to comment 
‘on research or plans for the nonopium-contaminy poppn. In 1975, the company 
spent $6, 949,000 an research and development. How much of thus went ito 
Papaver bracteatum remains a muster: 


guerrilla insurgents. 


IGHWITNESS NEWS 
U.S. Reporter Disappears in Colombia 


SAN FRANCISCO—An American reporter disappeared last July after spending 
19% months in a Colombian prison on political charges of plotting to run guns to 


Friends and former news colleagues in San Francisco said 
the reporter, Emile Heler, has been missing for seven weeks 
and may be either dead, in solitary confinement or trying to 


escape the country on foot. 

Heler, 34 and father of two 
children, was working as a free- 
lance writer in San Rafael, Califor- 
nia when he left for Colombia in 
1974, He was arrested that fall and. 
held as a political prisoner on the 
pretext of a drug charge under Co- 
lombia’s so-called “state of siege 
that was declared in 1975. The 
Colombian. president. Alphonso 
Lopez Michelsen. was identified 
as @ CIA agent in the 1975 exposé. 
Inside the Company: 4 C14 Dian 
by Philip Agee. an ex-CIA control 
agentin Latin America 

Heler, a newsman for 10 years. 
said he was caught up “in a 
mare of police craziness 
given eletroshock and Thorazine 
in prison, He also expressed fear 
for his life in a telephone call home 
on May 28. after being released 
unexpectedly May 6 with no 
money or way to leave the country. 
A US. embassy official was pres- 
ent when Heler was released, and 
he gave the name of Vice-Consul 
Patsy G, Stevens as his contact for 
friends in the United States. He 
has not been heard from since a 
June 2 phone call to Mary L 
Holman of Mill Valley. California, 
in which he said he might be sent 
back to jail. Vice-Consul Stevens 
told this reporter in a July 21 
telephone interview she had no 
idea where Heler was or whether 
he was safe 

Heler was arrested Sept. 30. 
1974, and first he way charged 
with personal possession of 14 
grams (one-half ounce) of mari- 
juana and suspicion of trafficking 
Then the trafficking charge was 
dropped, He expected a trial date 
to be set by mid-January. 1975 
but he languished in jail tour 
months while his case was being 
investigated. 

Then. in an about-face. the 
Colombian authorities charged 
him with being part of an eight 
man plot to supply: guns to guer. 
rillas in exchange for dope. He 
denied the charge. which was 
aired over Colombian tele vision 
and radio und published in the 
Bogotd newspapers. 

Heler was held incommunicado, 
for the next four months, and 
given electroshock and Thorazine 
for no medical reason, Then his 
trial was held—with little evi- 
dence, he said—and he was sen- 
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tenced to three years in prison on 
Sept. 15, 1975. His appeals were 
denied in December. and he re- 
ported threats on his life in prison 
for the first time. He said then he 
was expecting to get out of prison 
on work furlough in July 1976, but 
he was released without warning, 
or explanation on May 6, He lack- 
ed work papers and passport 

Helter is professional newsman 
who worked for the Detroit Free 
Press, United Press International 
news service in Detroit, London 
and Frankfurt, and for Radio Free 
Europe in Munich, Germany. He 
began free-lance writing in 1973 
and made three journeys to Co- 
lombia in recent years. 

Heler said in letters to his girl 
friend that he was kidnapped from 
his room at the San Francisco 
Hotel in Bogoté by 15 CIA. 
nanced Colombian secret agents 
armed with pistols. carbines and 
submachine guns. His letters from 
prison during the next 192 
months consistently claim he was 
a political prisoner under a CLA- 
FBI-DEA dragnet directed from 
the U.S. Embassy in Bogoti. He 
insisted the Americans were keep- 
ing him in jail 

Heler said Colombia is pover- 
ty-stricken and on the verge of an. 
uprising. He said three of the 
country’s 22 departments (admin- 
istrative regions) have all but se- 
ceded, and that the army won't go 
into certain regions. 

‘Measured against published re- 
ports about Colombia and the in- 
tervention of U.S. agencies in for- 
eign countries, Heler’s reports 
seem authentic. The Church com- 
mittee’s information about CIA 
activities gives further support to 
his claims. The most sensational 
piece of supporting evidence was 
published by ex-CIA agent Agee. 
whose book identified the current 
Colombian president as another 
ClAagent 
he Bogotd station (of the 
CIA) supports the left wing of the 
Liberal Party called the Revolu- 
tionary Liberal Movement 
(MLR) headed by Lopez ... | 
wonder whether Lopez is witting 
{aware of the CIA influence) and 
contact with him is direct, or 
whether the Bogoté station's 
access to him is through other 
MLR leaders” 


An American political reference 
work. Arthur Banks’ Political 
Handbook of the World 1975, says 
the Lopez regime's foreign policy 
is “primarily determined by the 
couniry’sneed for economic assis 
tance"* The reference also cites the 
guerrilla warfare that Heler re- 
ported, but says the Colombian 
insurgent groups “presently offer 
only a marginal threat to stability.” 

Furthermore. the Banks refer- 
ence says, “the Lopez victory in 
1974 was hailed by a Liberal com- 
mentator as meaning that Colom- 
bians want change but not revolu- 
tion. Problems facing the Lopez 
government are. however. nu- 
‘merous. including an inflation rate 
of 30 percent. widespread unem- 
ployment, and an agrarian reform 
Program that has thus far proven 
ineffectual 

Another reference by Walter 
Lacquer gives this picture of Co- 
Jombia in 1974 

“Colombian political life has 
violent tradition, Violencia (guer- 
rilla warfare)... has become the 
dominant theme in Colombian 
politics, Despite foreign invest- 
ment and new agricultural proj- 
ects. the socio-economic factors 
‘making for instability and violence 
persist.” He cites a powerful finan- 
cial oligarchy. peasant serfdom 
under land tenure and migration 
to overcrowded urban slums, 

“High inflation and extreme 
maldistribution of wealth have 
hindered economic development 
and remiin potential sources of 
political dissatisfaction,” Lacquer 
says 

‘On the other hand. Heler 
quoted Colombian secret service 
chiet DAS Major-General Man- 
tallano as saying. “Colombia's 
‘one major problem is the trans- 
port of drugs from our country by 
North Americans” 

Lacquer cites several insurgent 
groups in Colombia that “have 
advocated and to some extent 
practiced guerrilla warfare” 

Lopez was elected president in 
April 1974 with 56 percent of the 
vote and inaugurated on Aug. 7 
1974, for a four-year term which 
since has been strengthened by 
the state of siege declared in May 
1975—a month after Heler re- 
ported that a revolution is com- 
ing here. sure as I'm in jail... the 
generals may just decide to step 
La 

Heler’s claims about the trai 
ing. direction and financing of Co- 
lombian police compares ac- 


curately with reports in recently 
published works such as Age's 
C14 Dar, John Marks and Victor 
Marchetti's The CLA andthe Cultof 
Inveligence, Sanford Ungar’s FBI. 
and Raymond Aron’s The Imperial 
Republic 

Agee. for example. revealed in 
his work that the International 
Police Academy (IPA) and the 
International Police Services 
School (IPSS) both train foreign 
police officers in Washington. 
D.C. He said the IPA is operated 
by the CIA under cover of the 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (AID) Public Safety 
program. The IPA was founded by 
the CIA in Panama under the 
name Inter-American Police 
Academy and moved to the U.S. 
capital, according to Agee. whose 
Teports have been independently 
confirmed by columnist Jack An- 
derson and others. 

Marks and Marchetti. in the 
1974 book that was contested and 
censored in court by the CIA. also 
cited AID as the cover for CIA 
training of foreign police. The CIA 
coordinates all counterinsurgency 
in Latin America. they said. and 
“the aim was to protect govern- 
‘ments from local insurgents.” The 
book cites covert CIA aid to Peru 
in the mid-1960s. CIA involve- 
‘ment in the Che Guevara death in 
Bolivia in 1967, the use of a com- 
mercial airline. Southern Air 
Transport, as u counterinsurgency 
airforce in Latin America, and the 
CIA's telephone taps on Latin 
American officials 

Ungar, in his landmark book on 
the FBI published in March, ver- 
ifies reports that the DEA and FBI 
are active overseas in concert with 
the CIA and Interpol. He cites FBI 
offices in South America, such as 
the one in Bolivia: the 25-man FBI 
team sent to the Dominican Re- 
public during the American inter- 
vention there, and the presence of 
FBI agents during interrogation of 
foreigners in Latin American 
countries. as well as the CIA-FBL 
cooperation in the handling of 
US. informants who go overseas 
“for the purpose of reporting back 
on the activities of Americans 
traveling abroud” 

Ungar reports the FBI more 
than doubled its agents overseas 
under the Nixon administration, 
partly because of its interest in 
“the expandling international nar- 
cotics trade.” He notes that the 
DEA has offices in or near US. 
embassies overseas. Ungar criti- 
cizes the “financial improprieties 
of field personne!” and the “ille- 
gal und abusive tactics” of the 
DEA agents, 


GZWITNECr NEWS 
a= 


SENATOR NUNN 
BLASTS DEA 


Treasury Official Confirms CIA Link 


WASHINGTON—The Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, 
chaired by Senator Sam Nunn of Georgia, has blasted the U.S. Drug Enforce- 
ment Administration (DEA). Charges against the agency include gross failure 
to combat the flow of heroin into the U.S. effectively, overemphasizing buy-bust 
techniques, mishandling an inner agency report on DEA Public Affairs Director 
Vincent L. Promuto and failure to cooperate with the U.S. Customs Bureau. 


“In this so-called war on 
drugs.” said Nunn, acting chair- 
man of the subcommittee, “the 
DEA has adopted a body count 
approach whereby the number of 
Street arrests is more important 
than the person arrested.” 

In later testimony before the 
subcommittee hearing last sum- 
mer, Roy L. Ash, former drug 
expert for the President's Adviso- 
ty Council on Executive Organiza- 
tion, said, Those engaged in drug 
traffic are best reached by conspir- 
acy type approaches.” Nunn ex- 
Pressed concern over Ash's state~ 


ment and told the committee that 
“the activities of the DEA could 
operationally establish @ national 
police force 


‘fying was Eugene T. 
a former Treasury De- 
partment official involved in the 
taxation of confiscated contra 
band. Rossides called the DEA a 
“tragic mistake that has led di- 
rectly to a failure in federal 
enforcement 

Calling for a reversal of Reorg: 
nization Plan #2, which created 
the DEA, Rossides confirmed 
long-held speculation that the CIA 


Georgia Senator Sam Nunn, acting 
chairman of the Senate Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investiganons, ex- 
plored the formation of the DI 
hearings last summer. Nunn learnec 
that DEA procedures could qualify it 
asa “national police force. 


plays a role in the intelligence 
gathering operations of the DEA. 

The identity of a dealer cannot 
be left to the DEA.” said 
Rossides. 


Narc Informant 
Florida Murder Suspect 


Police have yet to arrest Thomas Joseph Holt, a paid U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) undercover 
agent. Holt, 35, was indicted last summer by a Broward 
County, Florida, grand jury on first degree murder charges 
in at least two deaths. 


Last June, Florida DEA agents 
DEA agentsasked police to"“re- | disclosed that Holt “implicated 
frain for a while’” Meanwhile. 


only the DEA knows where Holt 
is. The feds have confirmed that 
he is “out of the state.” though 
not in the custody of law enforce: 
ment officials. “We know how to 
contact him.” said one agent 

Holt has been a paid DEA un- 
dercover informant for over six 
‘months. and federal court records 


reflect that his job as a “DEA 
confidential informant” involved. 
Meeting with alleged “narcoue 
Suspects” while wearing con- 


cealed listening devices, enabling 
DEA agents to monitor the con 


himselt™ in the murders of two 
| men who were the subject ot 
much of his informant activities 
The two men, Kenneth Douglas. 
27. and Gerald Leer. 33. were 
allegedly involved in’ multi: 
tmillion dollar Malaysis-to-south 


Florida smuggling ring that 
brought $3 million worth of hero 
ininto Florida last yeur. 


Florida DEA Assistant Director 
David Westrate suid that the DEA. 
decided Holt could be more useful 
in continuing investigation if he 
were not in jail, even though his 
cover had been blown by the in- 
dictment for first-degree murder. 


Homemade Highs! 


I SNeowiace A $9.95 + 50¢ postage & handling 

T Gneckiace 8 $19.95 + 50¢ postage & handling 
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I OMother of Pearl (white) () Gold Shell 
H 

I 
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CBlack (Horn) CD Abelone (iridescent) 
‘Send [check (] cash or) MO. to: 

OM SHALOM, 3298 Mary St., Coconut Grove, FL 33133 
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Address. 
City 


€ A HOME PRODUCTION METHOD TO PRODUCE 
99.7% PURE METHAMPHETAMINE FROM A 
NONPRESCRIPTION ITEM AND HOUSEHOLD 
CHEMICALS IN YOUR KITCHEN AT A COST 
OF LESS THAN $20.00 PER GRAM! 
< Also, practical methods to make your own 
THC, Hash Oil, Mescaline, DMT, Psilocybin, 
LSD, MDA, TMA, MMDA, Cocaine, STP, 
Angel Dust, PCP,’ Nitrous Oxide, Chlorai 
Hydrate and many more. We also take re- 
juests. What's Your Pleasure? Send $1.00 for 
S$ Descriptive Brochure. (Refundable with Ist 
order). Send To: IRVING PENKETHMAN 
BOX 950-C, POCASSET, MA 02559 


< 


IGHWITNES? NEWS 


FDA Danger to Public 


Congress Exposes Deaths 


WASHINGTON — Investigators from the General Accounting Office (GAO) have 


issued a cri 


al indictment of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 


pharmaceutical makers, doctors and research scientists, charging them with 
exposing humans to unnecessary risks in experimenting with new drugs. The 
report also stated that little progress has been made in assuring the subjects’ 


safety du 


g the tests. 


The GAO investigators asserted last July that the FDA 
had “failed to protect the public from dangers from new 
drugs approved for marketing by insuring that the approval 
decision was based on accurate data.” The GAO allegedly 
also found that the FDA let makers of prescription phar- 
maceuticals supply new drugs to doctors or researchers for 
experimentation on their own patients without prior testing. 


The congressional investigating 
unit also disclosed that many doc 
tors and researchers failed to in- 
form their patients that they were 
the subjects of an experiment and 
failed to obtain patients’ consent. 
In addition, investigators dis 
covered that many researchers 
kept inaccurate records. making 


the research useless, 

Although na names of phar- 
‘maceutical manufacturers or re- 
searchers were mentioned in the 
report, the GAO said that the 
Department of Defense, which 
can conduct experiments without 
FDA approval, had administered 
at least four experimental drugs, 


without ascertaining their safety. 

Specific charges were leveled 
against the U.S. Army for admin- 
istering the so-called anti-malaria 
drug dapsone to 1.6 million peo- 
ple, mostly American soldiers in 
Vietnam. Eight soldiers died in 
1969 after taking dapsone, and the 
Army did not inform the FDA for 
several months, 

The GAO investigation con- 
cluded that overall, the FDA had 
failed to enforce its standards as 
well as “clearly demonstrating a 
lack of aggressiveness in fulfilling 
its responsibility” 

Pharmaceutical industry esti- 
mates assert that 85 percent of the 
first human tests on new drugs are 


performed on prisoners: however, 
‘Congress intendsto sharply curtail 
this practice in the near future 

The National Commission for 
the Protection of Human Subjects 
of Biomedical and Behavioral Re- 
search, created by Congress to 
Jook into the problem of medical 
research abuse of prisoners, re- 
cently Said that much of the testing 
that takes place in prison violates 
the dignity of inmates 

The commission report pointed 
to the serious deficiencies in living 
conditions and heaith care preva- 
lent in most prisons along with an 
Unreasonable restriction of pris- 
‘ners’ communications with the 
outside world. Because of this, it 
recommended that research 
should be done only on volun- 
teers. However, the commission 
went on to state that no prisoner 
could be considered a true volun- 
ter due to the overcrowded and 
brutal environment in which in- 
matesare forced to live 

Anticipating the commission's 
findings, the U.S. Bureau of Pri 
ons has announced a ban on fu- 
ture research on federal prisoners. 
The bureau also claims it will ter- 
minate its only ongoing program 
of massive tests of potentially dan- 
gerous substances on volunteers 
at its Addiction Research Center 
in Lexington, Kentucky. 


14K GOLD & 
STERLING SILVER 
“BLOW BUYS" 

AT SPECIAL PRICES 


THE WORKS 

P.O. Box 1132 

East Hampton, N. Y. 
11937 


S5-$8. 
14K-$30 


*detailed on both sides — GREAT! 
actual size as shown, all spoons can be worn 


as pendants 

10 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
PREPAID ONLY - checks or moneyerders 
NO COD's - shipped via Parcel Post 
ORDER NOW — FOR CHRISTMAS, SOME- 
ONE SPECIAL OR YOU. 
N.Y. State residents, please add sales tax. 


available. A natural lettuce product containing the sub- 
stance /actucarium, the effects of which resemble opium 
but without unpleasant side effects. 


53.00 gr. $5.00 2 91. $10.00'5 
Or, order quantity 
{845,00 20 units (40 gr.) $125.00 150 units (300 4° 
Protect yoursel! & us, 100 
send a money order to: 
Dept. HT 


P.O. Box 102 
Sonora, CA 95370 


Prices include 
Sorry, we only serve th 


GET THE INSIDE DOPE 


PDR — Physicians Desk Reference — 1977 Ed. 
Easy Identification Section with Color Photos 
and Descriptions 


Reserve Your Copy Now . 


SA 


. . $20.00 


Smoking (Gray or Red), Marfil (Gold or Silver) Acapulco 
Gold Rice, Blanco ¥ Negro Square, E Z Wider Rice", 
Job Double Wide* 


Any One Brand $13.00/100 packs (*50 packs) 


THE CLEAN MACHINE ™ 


Smoke and Roach Cleaner . . seeees +. $5.00 
HEMOSTATS 


Lifetime Stainless Steel Roach Clip... . $6.ea./$11.Pr. 
WHIZ BROS. LTD. Bromwell Dept. 301, Box 304 
Ravena, New York 12143 
Free Catalogue—All Prices Include Postage, 


BORROW $5,000 BY MAIL. 
Pay as low as 6% interest 
rate. No collateral. No co- 
Signers. Make your money 
with this money. Dealers 
welcome. For guaranteed 
sources and easy instruc- 
tion mail cash, check or 
money order in the amount 
Of $5 to: Midwest Info-Mar- 
ket, 10215 So Western Ave- 
nue, Chicago, Ill, 60620, 
ROLL LIKE A PRO. Com- 
pletely illustrated and ex- 
plained booklet describing 
the techniques used by the 
pros. Learn which are best 
for different papers and joint 
Sizes Forget rollers. Pot and 
Papers are all you need. Be 
showered with compli- 
ments. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed. Send $2.00 to Pro- 
tech, Box 603, Homewood, 
Ca. 95718. 


BEADS WHOLESALE! DI- 
RECT FROM AN IMPORT- 
ER.SEND $1.00 FORCATA- 
LOG (REFUNDABLE): PIL- 
GRIM BEADS, BEULAH, 
MICHIGAN 496 17 


ONE STOP DOES ALL!! 
Pipes, Papers, Clips, Bongs, 
Jewelry, Incense, Patches, 
Wood Beads, Findings 
Bumper Stickers. Whole- 
sale Only. Send $2.00 for 
Catalogs. Shoppers’ Prod- 
ucts, 1501 Jupiter, Garland, 
Tx. 75042: Shoppers’ East 
1216 Spring N.W, Atlanta 
Ga,30309 


Untreated trippy gardening 
seeds: Wild Lettuce (Lac- 
tuca virosa), 150 seeds- 
$1.50; Baby Woodrose. 
Primo Laosian (Argyreia ner- 
vosa), 6 seeds—$1.50. Cat- 
alogue 25¢. Historical infor- 
mation included! Texas resi- 
dents add 5% tax. We pay 
postage! See display ad in 
“HighWitness News. 
‘Swamp Fox Herbs, PO. Box 
66133, Houston, Texas 
77006. 
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GLASSILP ILE, 


Rates for the High Times classified advertising 
section are $3.50 per word (minimum 20 words); 
classified display rates are $100 per column 
inch. Payment in full must accompany all copy, 
Deadline is the 8th of each month for ads to 


HAWAIIAN 
THE BEST SMOKE 
IN THE WORLD 


GROWERS’ CHOICE 


HAL MA 


LEGAL HIGHS. * 


surenwern—cecn cnacs ie 
Wit Letwce ana otnets $200 td @ oz. /85) “TAT 
KAVA.KAVA-Poyneian psyched for low. anu 


euphoric state of relaxation, '$1.00/02, 
YOHIMBE BARK—Similar to mellow acid. Excites. the 
ass.ons, sensations are heightened ‘31.00/02 
GOTU-KOLAMINO ENERGIZER for stimulate meditation 
known as the COSMIC. THINK DRINK, ‘31.00/02 
DAMIANA SPB—Smoke or drink for mild grass-like sen: 
sation, Aphrodisiac. effect. ‘St 00/02 
LEGAL SPEED—Chia seeds and Kola Nuts. For houts of 
high energy fun, '52.00/2 02 


SPECIAL—ANY 6 OZ. ORDER — $4.00 (exci. Superweed) 
PLUS FREE—Y2 oz Damiana SPB any $200 order 
Instructions included. Send Cash, Check of M0. 10 


HOME GROWN HERBS 


P.0, BOX 1697 - MODESTO, GA, 95354 


HAND MADE CLAY MYS- 
TERY PIPE—OLDEST OF 
‘OLD MAYAN CIVILIZATION 
SEND $3.00.WE EAT SHIP- 
PING, HANDLING. ©.J 
MUNZ NEWFANE, 
VT. 05345 


35 COLORADO MOUN- 
TAIN ACRES, highway 
frontage plus seclusion 
Two ponds, trout stream 
‘outstanding ridge view. Na- 
tional forest borders three 
sides. Write Gene Roach, 
G.D., Grant, Colo. 80448 


appear two months later. All copy is subject to 
the approval of the publisher. All display adver- 
tising must be camera ready. Send your order 
and remittance to High Times Classified, Dept. 
15, Box 386, Cooper Station, N.Y.C. 10003. 


MAGIC — MEASURING 
SPOON Adjusts from Y tsp. 
to3 tsp. Seven accurate cal- 
ibrations. Send $3.00: Ro- 
land Henry, 220 Durham St 
Phila, Pa. 19119 


OHAUS TRIPLE BEAM 
SCALES (750S) $59.95 
Add $3.00 postage. Extra 
weight sets (707) $15.00 
Send cashiers check or 
money order to: U.D.C., Inc. 
PO. Box 140187, Dallas, 
Texas 75214. 


GROW MARIJUANA HY- 
OROPONICALLY _IN- 
DOORS! SMOKE THE 
BEST—NO KITS OR 
GADGETS. FOR INFORMA- 
TION AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
SEND $2.25 TO HYDRO- 
PONICS, BOX 777, BEAU- 
MONT, CA, 92223 ALLOW 4 
WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 


KOUNTRY KLIP The funki- 
est down-homey roach clip 
you ever saw. Only $100 
postpaid (Dealers 24 tor 
$12.00) trom Kountry Klips, 
Box 5644 Seattle, Wa 
98105. 


100 packs of BAMBU or 50 
packs of EZ. WIDERS plus 
pocket scale with case 
Weiahs ounces and arams. 
$15.00 postpaid. Scale 
alone $3.00, MONEY 
ORDER ONLY. E. Wolenski 
Jr, 59 West Second St., Bay- 
onne, N.J.07002. 


190 PARAPHERNALIA IN- 
DUSTRY LEADERS ON 
PRESSURE SENSITIVE 
MAILING LABELS. SEND 
$15.00 TO DATA ID, RO 
BOX 27051, OMAHA, NEB. 
68127 


Rare Records —Unreleased 
live/studio recordings: Patti 
Smith, Beatles, Queen 
Stones, Springsteen, etc 
Free Catalog. Comix-Re- 
cords, Box 2037-R, Spring- 
field, Va. 22152 


LEGAL 
STASH 


Specially processed Lettuce Extract Flakes" 
blended with Wild Lettuce Leaves, Hops and 
Damiana make this blend far superior to any 
legal substance on the market. This blend 
goes beyond Lettuce ‘‘Opium’’ or any other 
legal herb blend currently being sold. 


*Lettuce Extract Flakes are made from 
lettuce fiber heavily saturated with pure 
lettuce extract. This process makes it 
possible to blend pure lettuce extract with 
other herbs which are leafy and easy to roll. 
WE PAY POSTAGE 
DO NOT SEND CASH 
$3/one oz. lid, 
$25/10 one oz. lids, $150/100 one oz. lids 


NATURE’S EXPERIENCE 
P.O. Box 699 
Altaville, CA. 95221 


HELLO, APS? 


Send me one copy of everything! 


The Do-It-Yourself Guide to Alternative Publishing 
34.95 + .50 postage and handling 


The APS Directory 1976 
$5.00+ .25 postageand handling 


The Alternative Journalism Review 
July, August. $1.00 
The Alternative Press Syndicate is a non-profit, international associa- 
| tion of underground/alternative publications. The Alternative Jour- 
nalism Review is published bi-monthly by APS. Subscribe now for 1 
year — $6.00 

Send checks or money orders to APS, Box 
Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 10003 


IGHWITNESS NEWS 


200 Die 
in Mexico 


Government Poisoning Continues 


At least 200 persons in Mexico died between June and 
August as a result of U.S.-funded herbicides that have 
been poisoning the Mexican landscape, according to Ida 
Honorof, award-winning consumer activist and publisher 
of the Report to the Consumer. Honorof claims that the 
deaths have occurred in and around the state of Cuer- 
navaca and were a direct result of attempts by the U.S. and 
Mexico to eradicate marijuana and opium crops with the 
use of herbicides 2-4D and paraquat. 

The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) has 
supplied $40 million in planes and equipment to Mexico's 
eradication program over the past year. The Mexican 
government has also been supplied with the toxic chemical 
compounds thiodan, methylparathion, azodrin, nubacuron, 
mevidrin, phosdrin, sevimol, bidrin and carbicrow. These 
compounds have been banned as herbicides in the U.S. 

Honorof stresses that the reports have not been “‘con- 
firmed officially.” but she quotes several sources both in 
Mexico and Canada as reporting that 200 Mexicans were 
fatally poisoned after coming into contact with one or more 
of the herbicides. 

Honorof’ bases her allegations on interviews with Mex- 
ican officials including the Agricultural Commissioner in 
Cuernavaca whom she quotes as saying “Yes, it’s the 
herbicide. They get sick, they die, we bury them.” 


Mexico to 
Seize CB’s 
at Border 


Americans seeking to enter Mexico with Citizen’s 
Band radios in their cars will now be forced to turn 
around or surrender their CB units, according to U.S. 
Embassy officials in Mexico City. Mexico's crack- 
down on American CBs comes in the wake of reports 
noting a sharp increase in radio-dispatched pot smug- 
gling activity over the U.S.-Mexico border. 


Previously, American CB en- 
thusiasts entering Mexico without 
official Mexican radio permits 
were required to have their units 
“sealed”” by Customs officials, 
This was done by covering the 
unit’s control dials with tape. 


Mexican state troopers and nar- 
cotics officials have recently com- 
plained that hundreds of Amer. 
ican pot smugglers are using CB- 
equipped scouts to forewarn them 
of police activity on border routes 
intothe US. 


[IGHWITNESS NEWS 


Jamaica in State of Siege 
Prime Minister Suspects CIA Involvement 


KINGSTON -—In an attempt to halt the violence that has been causing a death a 
day in Jamaica, Prime Minister Michael Manley has declared a continuance of 


state of emergenc: 
“I cannot prove 


a court of law that the American CIA is here,” said Manley 


during a rally on a Kingston street. ‘What I have said is that certain strange 
things are happening in Jamaica which we have not seen before.” 

In relation to what Manley described as a “subversive 
plot” against his regime, opposition leader Peranel Charles 
was arrested along with Peter Wittingham, another Labour 
Party leader. Charles was later released. Wittingham, 
however, remains in jail as Manley security forces maintain 
that they found incriminating documents in his attaché case. 


In reaction to random acts of 
violence that so far this year have 
led to the deaths of over 1,000 
persons, mostly in the slums of 
West Kingston, Manley has given 
the 8,000-man Jamaican Security 
Force broad. tough powers to 
maintain law and order. Nightly 
cordon-and-search operations 
under the country’s weapons con- 
trol laws, helicopter spotlight sur- 
veillance and random arrests of 
suspicious-looking persons have 
been ordered 

Manley is particularly con- 


cerned with the.recent influx of 
illegal guns into Jamaica. Any 
Jamaican caught with a gun and/ 
or bullets is subject to spend the 
rest of his life in the Gun Court, a 
top-security prison solely for those 
caught with illegal arms, One 
theory behind some of the illegal 
weapons is that when local mari- 
juana merchants discovered they 
were being paid off in counterfeit 
dollars by grass dealers, they de- 
manded to be paid off in hand- 
guns, which are easily sold for cash 
in Kingston 


However, the bulk of Jamaica's 
illegal arms are not being supplied. 
by marijuana dealers, but by so- 
phisticated guerrilla networks 
working in conjunction with un- 
identified foreign countries, 

Manley is also interested in 
stopping the assassinations of resi- 
dent foreign diplomats, such as 
Peruvian Ambassador Fernando 
Rodriguez Olivia, who was re- 
cently stabbed to death by burglars 
in his Kingston home. 

The prime minister has been 
blaming the violence on U.S.- 
funded, right-wing political groups. 
who are attempting to block Ja- 
maica’s path to Manley socialism. 
U.S. Ambassador Sumner Gerard 
has protested that the CIA is not in 
any manner involved in Jamaican 
violence, even though President 


Ford is reported to be none too 
happy about Manley’s friendship 
with Fidel Castro, 

‘Asan indication of what tourist 
promoters are up against, Jamai- 
can Tourism and Industry Minis- 
ter PJ. Patterson has sought to 
assure prospective visitors that any 
tourists caught in curfews or cor- 
dons “would be treated with 
courtesy and understanding by the 
security forces.” 


Jamaican Prime Minister Michael 
Manley mainrains a stare of marual 
law in the predominantly black Car- 
‘ibbean nation—a measure that has 
further cut the Jamaican —U.S. pot 
flow; already at an all-tirne low. 


NOW 


A 
perfect 


ALTO PRIMO is a precision-blended herbal smoke. 
Guaranteed easy-rolling & smooth-smoking, with 5 
mind-mellowing ingredients for a pleasant, laid-back 
buzz. $2/oz. 
AFRICAN YOHIMBE BARK. .. the sensuous stone, 
used for centuries to seduce & sustain. $1/oz. 
A_ speedy treat for a tired head — KOLA NUT 
POWDER & CHIA SEED, the herbal uppers. $2/1 oz. 
of each. 
KAVA KAVA ROOT, a Polynesian tonic for your 
spirit. $1/oz. 
For contemplation or concentration, GOTU KOLA is 
the brain-beverage of the Orient. $1/0z. 
THE COSMIC COMBINATION ... . one ounce of each 
of the above (6 ounces), or any 6 ounces of your 
choice, all for only $5 post-paid. 
For 1st Class Mail, Add 50¢ 

Prompt Service — Instructions Included 

Sorry, We only Serve the U.S.A, 
APO&FPO O.K. 


joint! 


Open the lid, fill the measured space, insert a moistened 
paper and out pops a perfect joint! Plenty of stash room 
AND a free pack of papers. Send $3.00 today for your 
own Automatic Joint Roller to: GABRIELLA’S 
GOODIES, 5332 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood, Ca. 90027. 


Send 25 cents for the total catalogue. 
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[IGHWITNEST NEWS 


Vermont Pardons Dopers and Frame-up Victims 


Governor Thomas Salmon of 


f Vermont has developed his 


own decriminalization program—automatic pardons for 


users convicted of marijuana 
a commission to advise him it 


possession. He has also set up 
in granting pardons to victims 


of former undercover narcotics agent Paul D. Lawrence, 
whose fraudulent arrest techniques led to his conviction on 
several counts of perjury in 1975 (see High Times ‘‘Law,” 


Aug./Sept. 1975). 

Governor Salmon announced 
at a press conference last May that 
he does not believe marijuana 
smokers should be sent to jail, 
Since then, the governor's office 
has been issuing pardons (often by 
return mail) to those busted for 


Peyote Raids Ne 


State and local police allegedly 
found over 400 pounds of peyote 
drying on the basement floor of a 
Hadden Township, New Jersey, 
apartment house last July. Narcs 
first entered the building with a 
key obtained from the building's 
‘owner. They were also armed with 
‘a warrant to search the apartment 
of 23-year-old Maureen Kline and 
27-year-old Louis Hankin, who 
were later charged with possession 


Possession of any amount, as long 
as the arrest involves no other 
‘crime. The record of conviction is 
expunged. Dealers in large 
amounts are still being pros- 
ecuted, however. Joseph Jamele, 
Jr, a Spokesman for the gover- 


of, and intent to distribute, a con- 
trolled dangerous substance. 

The two-story building had 
been under surveillance for sever- 
al days by nares working on a tip, 
according to police. Detective Ed- 
‘ward Slimm, who conducted the 
raid, said that narcs discovered 
$3,600 in cash and paraphernalia 
that could be used in converting 
the cactuslike plant, which was 
legal until 1965, into mescaline 


nor’'s office, said marijuana has, in 
effect, been decriminalized in Ver- 
mont without legislative action, 
since the state"s police as a rule no 
longer make arrests for “mere 
possession.” 

Father Ray Giroux, head of the 
state’s parole board, has sued to 
force Salmon to release a list of 
those who have received pardons. 
The governor has thus far refused, 
citing adverse publicity to the ar- 
restees, 

A three-person review board 
has finished its consideration of 
‘over 200 narcotics cases involving. 
the testimony of Paul Lawrence, a 


Police said that more arrests could 
be expected in connection with the 
400-pound seizure. 


175 Pounds Hi 
In another peyote raid 100 mites 
south of Hadden Township, Bal- 
timore nares seized 175 pounds of 
the hallucinogenic buttons and ar- 
rested truckdriver John Rice, 29, 
and his wife Geraldine, 27, after 


allegedly discovering the cache 


former undercover narc with a 
seven- or eight-year history of 
frame-ups, tainted evidence, beat- 
ings and perjury throughout Ver- 
Mont. Michael Krell, chairman of 
the commission, said 50 to 60 of 
the most recent cases have already 
been dismissed by the State At- 
torney. Recommendations con- 
cerning possible pardon in the 
other cases will be submitted to 
the governor by October 1. Krell 
said the determination will be 
based on whether the case could 
stand without Lawrence's testi: 
mony, with the prisoner to receive 
the benefit of the doubt. 


t9/oPounds 4 Suspects - Set East Coast Record 


stuffed into two large militaryduf- 
fel bags and a number of paper 
sacks, 

Maryland nares learned about 
the peyote from an undercover 
network that carried out an eight- 
day investigation. Captain Frank T, 
Hutson of the County Police Nar- 
cotics Squad claims that the recent 
seizure was part of a larger haul 
that had been imported into the 
U.S. from Mexico, 
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SERVICING THE FOLLOWING STATES ONLY 
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8 states are arrest-free. 


In Oregon, 
Alaska, 
ine, 
orado, 
ifornia, 
Ohio, 
h Dakota 
innesota, 
marijuana smokers 


} — areno longer arrested. 
The National Organization 
of the Marijuana Laws (NORM 
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he Reform 
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role in this change. But arrests continue 


in most states. Help us 
help you stay out of Jail. 
Join NORML. 
Money is needed 
to finish the job 
once and for all. 
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IGHIWITNES NEWS 


California Hedges on Decrim: 
460,000 Retain Criminal Record 


By Patrick Lanzing 


SACRAMENTO—California’s new marijuana law, which went into effect last 
January, changed simple possession of less than one ounce from a felony to a 
ticketable offense and entitled those convicted under the old law to have their 
pot-related criminal records destroyed. Raymond Procunier, chairman of the 
California Adult Authority, announced last December that state prisoners 
serving time for simple possession would be granted ‘‘early release.’ Despite 
this announcement, pot prisoners convicted under California’s outdated pot 


laws remain behind bars. 


Meanwhile, State Attorney General Evelle Younger is urging the courts to 
declare the record-destruction portion of the new law unconstitutional. 

In July, legislative analyst A. Alan Post estimated that the 
State Department of Justice had about 806,000 entries of 
Marijuana possession arrests, of which 148,000 resulted in 
conviction. These criminal records contain information on 


about 460,000 persons. 

The National Organization for 
the Reform of Marijuana Laws 
(NORML) recently took the pot 
prisoners’ case to the California 
Supreme Court and is charging 
the Attorney General and the 
‘Adult Authority with “reading the 
ew marijuana law with a vengeful 
eye” 

According to Gordon Brownell, 
NORML's West Coast coordina- 
tor, “the law says that “any person’ 
arrested or convicted prior to Jan- 
uary 1, 1976, can have their rec- 
fords destroyed and their rights 
restored and that ‘no public agen- 
cy’ can deny them any right or 
privilege, That would certainly ap- 
ply to the state prison authorities. 
We have people serving time in 
Soledad, San Quentin and Folsom 
for offenses that would now be 
punishable by citation and fine.” 
He stated that NORM is in touch 
with about 50 pot prisoners and 
assumes there are more who have 
not contacted NORML. 

Brownell cited the example of a 
‘San Jose man who has spent the 
last three years in San Quentin for 


possession of a single joint. An- 
other prisoner who served 5/s 
years for 11 joints was released on 
parole, then convicted of another 
‘crime. He was sent back to Folsom 
prison with an additional nine 
months tacked on for his original 
pot conviction. 

“Rather than continuing to vie- 
timize persons convicted under 
the old law, the legislature pro- 
vided the means to partially alle- 
viate the harm caused them. The 
Attorney General and the Adult 
Authority are doing precisely the 
opposite,” said Brownell 

Wilmer Leon, administrative 
officer of the California Adult Au- 
thority, conceded that “only about 
15” persons charged solely with 
pot possession remained in state 
prison and gave assurances to this 
Teporter that “‘other prisoners, 
whose records are complicated by 
other convictions, will have their 
possession sentences discharged 
as these cases come up for hear- 
ing.” Leon’s statements, however, 
were contradicted by Harold Rid- 
dell, assistant to the chairman of 


It’s Beautiful ¢ 


The Elegant STASH 


of enduring quality—and so 
practical! Choice of rare, pol- 
ished Woods, 
of Carabao . 
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Jade or ‘Horn 
. with tightly 
designed silver top. 


the Adult Authority, who main- 
tained that the new pot law “is 
notretroactive’’ and denied that 
the board would discharge pot- 
related sentences as a matter of 
policy. Asked whether some pris- 
‘oners were still doing time for 
simple possession convictions 
under the old law, Riddell said, **1 
looked this up once, but I'm afraid 
I've lost my notes. 

Deputy Attorney General Mike 
Franchetti says that the Attorney 
General's objection to the record- 
destruction portion of the new law 
“is keyed on the idea of separation 


of powers which prohibits the leg. 
islature from usurping the record- 
keeping powers of the courts and 
the Attorney General.” 

Although Franchetti now 
thinks that the record-purging 
process mandated by the new law 
is “asinine,” he confirmed that in 
February 1975, he advised then 
State Senator George Moscone to 
include the concept of record- 
purging in the body of the new law. 

“The concept may have come 
from me." conceded Franchetti, 
“but the way it was finally written 
did not.” 

NORML recently filed “friend 
of the court™ briefs with the Cal- 
ifornia Supreme Court to secure 
the release of those now in state 
prison on simple possession con- 
victions and a reduction of sen- 
tence for those whose records in- 
clude other crimes, Brownell 
points out that in 1973, when 
Texas eased its penalties for pos- 
session, Governor Dolph Briscoe 
granted Christmas pardons to 400 
Texas pot prisoners. 

“Now, in California, which sup- 
posedly has a more liberal gover- 
nor and criminal justice system, 
we are continuing to punish people 
under the old laws," he said 

Despite repeated attempts, nei- 
ther Governor Jerry Brown nor a 
spokesperson could be reached for 
comment. 
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Super African Red 


Change your favorite green smoking herb to Super African 
Red by adding concentrated African Yohimbe Bark powder 
to each joint you roll. Free...2 grams with any order of $6 or 


nrote: Legal Stash 


A superb legal grass blend created by Nature’s Experience. 
This blend consists of Lettuce Extract Flakes, Wild Lettuce 
Leaves, Hops and Damiana, We have tried all the blends 
available and we feel this blend is the best. $3/oz. Lid 
Organic Speed 
A fine blend of Kola Nut powder, Guarana powder and rare 
Korean Red Ginseng Root powder. 
$2,50/ounce, $8/4 oz6., $22/16 02s, 


Lettuce Extract 
$1.75/Gram, $3/2 Grams, $5/5 Grams 


African Yohimbe Bark (cut shavings)...for a mellow tea trip. 
45¢/oz., 70¢/2 ozs., $1.30/4 ozs. 


Kava Kava Root...a spiritual tonic 60¢/ounce 


Gotu Kola...The Cosmic Think Drink 
45¢/0z., 70¢/2 o2s., $1,30/4 ozs. 


The following two items are not intended for human or 
animal consumption, They are sold for ornamental or 
planting purposes only. 
UNTREATED 
Morning Glory Seeds (Heavenly Blue) 
$1.25/7 Grams, $2.25/oz., $7.50/4 ozs, 
SAN PEDRO CACTUS (Trichocereus pachanoi) 
$10/6 inches, $34/24 inches, $100/120 inches. 
We Pay Postage, Minimum order $4.00. Do not send cash. 
INTERNATIONAL HERB EXCHANGE 
DEPT — HT 
P.O, BOX 878 
ALTAVILLE, CA 95221 


IGHWITNESS NEWS 
Mystery Man Leaves NORML 10 Gs 


WASHINGTON —On July 15 an unknown man wear- 
ing a sports shirt and dress slacks walked into the 
headquarters of the National Organization for the 
Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML) and left 
$10,000 in cash in the briefcase of Director Keith 
Stroup. The money, wrapped in rubber bands, was 
divided into seven packs of 50 $20 bills and three 
packs of 100 tens. 

The man entered NORML offices early in the afternoon 
and asked Stroup for some literature on the organization. 
Stroup left his first-floor office and went to the basement for 
the information. When he returned, the man was waiting by 
the front door. Stroup gave the man the literature. The man 
then said, “By the way, I left you a donation in your 


briefcase.” 

“How much?” asked Stroup. 

“Ten thousand dollars,” said 
the man. 

Stroup, thinking the donation 
figure was a joke, thanked the man 
and returned to his office. In his 
briefcase was $10,000 in cash and a 


note saying it was from the “*Con- 
federation:* Stroups says he's 
never heard of the organization, 
but added, “I am experiencing 
one of the world’s greatest and 
most natural highs.” The un- 
known donor left as mysteriously 
ashe came 


STATE/MEANT 


The Confederation (an association of 
‘independent marijuana, hashish and 
‘hashish oil smugglers. ton dealers, 
growers, transporters and workers) 
donates this $10,000 to NORML 0 
‘hasten the day when our contribu 
tions to the bewerment of society will 
be legalized. We regret the small 
‘amount—last year we could have 
iven 100 times this—but since then 
the molecular totalitarianism of the 


ruling class has seriously depleted our 
resources. Nevertheless, we will at- 
tempt 10 continue to keep America 
high. 


We invite and entreat all others én the 
cannabis trade and otherwise 10 give 
to NORML as much as they can 
afford—now! 
Karma prevails. Venceremos! 
THE CONFEDERATION 


U.S. Pot Seizures 
Up 200Percent 


For the first three months of 1976 the U.S. Drug Enforce- 
ment Administration made domestic seizures totaling 
461,354 pounds of marijuana, an increase of 200.33 per- 
cent from the same quarter last year. The agency also 
confiscated 8,399 pounds of hashish, an increase of 800.54 
percent over the 977 pounds confiscated during the first 


quarter of 1975. 


During the January-March per- 
iod for 1976, the DEA made 989 
heroin arrests, 639 cocaine arrests, 
and 525 cannabis arrests. During 
the same period for 1975 the agen- 
cy made 1,069 heroin, 890 cocaine 
and 687 cannabis arrests 
Although the number of 1976 
cannabis arrests (which includes 
both hash and grass) has declined, 
the agency confiscated 263,969 
pounds more of marijuana and 
7,42 pounds more of hashish for 
the first quarter of this year than it 
did for the same quarter of 1975. 
For the first quarter of this year 
the DEA also seized 8.3 pounds of 


opium, 152 pounds of heroin and 
440 pounds of cocaine: During the 
January-March period of 1975 the 
agency confiscated 15.5 pounds of 
opium, 13.8 pounds of heroin and 
290 pounds of cocaine. 


Canadian Bust Figures Low 


In the January-April period for 
1976, Canadian Customs inspec- 
tors working with the U.S, DEA 
confiscated 80.6 pounds of hashish 
and 1,088.5 pounds of marijuana 
as compared to 161 pounds of 
hashish and 1,290 pounds of mari 
juana seized during the same per- 
iod in 1975. 


NORML Director Keith Stroup looks over the $10,000 in cash that was 
left in his briefcase by a man representing a marijuana import organiz~ 
ation known as the Confederation. 


SAVE YOUR STASH 


It's crazy to invest jj oT 
good money in good 
weed and let it get dry 
and stale because of 
poor storage. What 
you need is the Stashi 
dor, the onlycontainer 
designed specifically 
to keep your stash 
fresh. Powerful lever 
and special seal keep 
it airtight. And in the 
lid is our patented Aztec Clay Moistener. You just dip this 
special material in water and it emits vapors that keep the 
contents at just the right degree of moistness. So your weed 
is easy to handle, easy to roll and it burns just perfectly. The 
Stashidor will even restore stuff that's already too dried out. 
Protect your investment. Order the Stashidor today. 


4. 


Send check, money order or credit card information and we'll 
within 72 hours. Satisfaction guaranteed or return for an Immediate 
fund. 


Add $1.00 for shipping and handling 
1/2 liter size @ $5.95 
one liter size @ $6.05 
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IGHWITNELS NEWS 


Carter Camp Meets NORML 


Top Carter aide-de-camp Dr. Peter G. Bourne, the British physician who heads up 
Carter’s Washington office, has been meeting privately with Keith Stroup, director of the 
National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML). The two are 
attempting to reach an agreement on what role Carter will play in NORML’s bid to 
eliminate feder? | laws pertaining to personal possession of small amounts of marijuana. 


‘The initial 20-minutemeeting in 
New York’s Statler Hilton during 
the Democratic National Conven- 
tion in July was deseribed by one 
observer as “an effort to make 
amends for the absence of a mari 
juana decriminalization plank it 
the Democratic Party platform: 
Carter has personally endorsed 
the decriminalization of posses 


sion of small amounts of mari- 
juana to be decided upon by indi- 
vidual states. 

Stroup, Bourne and New York 
State NORML Director Frank 
Fioramonti have been discussing 
the formation of a White House 
Conference on Youth and Drugs 
under the auspices of Bourne and 
NORML sometime next June. 


DR 
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Jinmny Carter, shown here sporting the now defunct Allman Brothers (see story 
opposite) T-shirt, plans to solidify his association with the National Orgar 


tion for the Reform of Marijuana Laws () 


G. Bourne. 


(ORM) through top advisor Perer 


Although no agreement has 
been reached, Bourne plans to 
continue talks with NORML rep- 
resentativesin Washington, where 
they will discuss the particulars. of 
the proposed conference and the 
feasibility of Carter's assuming a 
leadership position in dope decrim 
if he is elected president. (See 
related story on page44.) 


Long-time decrim advocate and top 
Carter aide, Dr. Peter G. Bourne, 
anended a preliminary meeting with 
NORML representatives during. the 
Democrane National Convention in 
New York. 


Carter Appears in Macon 


In a show of support to Capricorn 
Records, Democratic presidential 
candidate Jimmy Carter appeared 
at the fifth annual Capricorn Bar- 
becue in Macon, the industrial 
southern town of 125,000 people 
in the heart of Georgia's peach 
belt 

The barbecue, held at Lakeside 
Park. brought together as many as 
2,000 people from throughout the 
country and abroad and featured 
three Capricorn bands, including 
‘Sea Level, the band that evolved 
‘out of the breakup of the Allman 
Brothers. 

Carter's appearance put to rest 
any speculation connecting him 
with Gregg Allman’s testimony 
against John “Scooter” Herring. 
Previous speculation had asserted 
that Carter was instrumental 
granting Gregg Allman immunity 
in return for testimony that led to 
33 indictmentsin the Macon area. 

“Carter was advised not to at- 
tend the outing.” said one highly 
placed Carter aide. “but he rejected 
the idea that his appearance here 
today would be harmful to the 
campaign.” 

In response to questions about 


his association with Capricorn 
Records president Phil Walden, 
Carter said, “Phil means a lot to 
‘me, personally and politically. He 
has a good attitude toward the 
people of this country as expressed 
through his performing groups.” 
Capricorn bands have given many 
concerts for Carter with gate pro- 
ceeds going to the candidate, The 
proceeds are matched by a Federal 
Election Commission grant. 

‘Amidst the afternoon barbecue 
of shredded pork, beans, fried 
chicken and carousel chicken, a 
local delicacy similar to hot curried 
chicken, Carter thanked Walden 
for his support. The candidate was 
later photographed alongside Wal- 
den as he was presented Billboard 
‘miagazine’s award for being one of 
America’s top 200 leaders in the 
music industry. 

Gregg Allman, who remained 
in California, has been a persona 
non grata in the Macon area since 
Herring’s conviction, and has only 
been in town twice since he testi- 
fied against Herring—both times 
under “heavy bodyguard,” ac- 
cording to former Allman Brother 
Dicky Betts 
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5 NO TWO ALIKE. 
AN EXQUISITE GIFT! 


Very simply. the most beautiful roach clips and coke spoons 
ever made. Each one a unique hanct-crafted work of art made 
of the finest sterling silver and natural turquoise stones. 


Send check or money order to: 
“TURQUOIS INDIAN’ 

22-13 BROADWAY 
FAIRLAWN, N.J.07410 

Na. Residents add 5% sales tax 
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Please send__roach clips and_coke 
‘spoons at $19.95 each to: 

NAME, 
‘ADDRESS. 


ORGANIC DOWNERS 


Include 50¢ for mailing and handling 
and send check or (faster) money order 
to: 


EUPHORIFICS 
P.O. Box 22: 
New York. 
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Allman Aide Gets 75 for Coke 


Three Brothers Quit in Protest 


MACON—Gregg Allman’s former road manager, John ‘‘Scooter”’ Herring, was 
sentenced last August to the maximum 75 years in prison on charges of 
supplying cocaine to Atlanta, Georgia, musicians. 
US. District Court Judge Wilbur Owens, Jr, said he 
would review the sentence of Herring, 36, in three months. 
Authorities in Macon claim they have been seeking Her- 
ring’s help in marijuana-cocaine investigations throughout 


the South. 

Judge Owens delivered a long 
speech to Herring in which he 
defended a federal prosecutor's 
decision to grant Allman immu: 
nity to testify in Herring's trial. in 
‘which the one-time auto mechanic 
was found guilty of five counts of 
conspiring to sell cocaine, lirtrine 
and Demerol from 1973 to 1975. 

“The public tells me that Mr. 
Herring is nothing but a 
scapegoat,” said Judge Owens 
“They say the person who ought 
to be prosecuted is Mr. Allman 
and all the other people who made 
Mr, Herring do what he did.” All- 
man claims not to be a user of 
cocaine any longer. 

In reaction to Herring's convie- 
tion, four of the Allman Broth- 
ers—bassist Lamar Williams, key- 
boarder Chuck Leavell and drum- 


mer Jaimoe—have left the band to 
form the new group Sea Level 
Capricorn Records spokesman 
Mark Pucci told High Times that 
the report is “*not true” and that 
“all of the Allman Brothers par- 
ticipate in other projects from time 
to time” However, Leavell has 
dubbed All testimony 
against Herring “the final straw:” 
Former Allman Brother Dicky 
Betts told High Times that the 
Macon-based band broke up “sol- 
ely because of Gregg’s testimony 
against Scooter’” Betts added that 
Herring had saved Allman’s life 
on at least two occasions when 
Allman overdosed on heroin. 
“The grand jury asked Gregg if 
Scooter had ever saved his life, 
and Gregg told them that he didn’t 
remember.” said Betts 


Capricorn Records President 
Phil Walden said that Jimmy Car- 
ter did not intercede on behalf of 
Gregg Allman, but added, “I ad- 
vised Carter ‘that Allman was 
going to testify before the grand 
jury after I found out about it.” 
Herring is now free on a $100,000 
appeal bond put up by Walden. 

Ina related incident Andrew J 


Ritchie, caretaker at the Allman 
Brothers farm near Macon, was 
arrested and charged with growing 
30 to 40 pot plants on the farm. 

Ritchie, who was alone on the 
farm at the time of the bust, was 
taken into custody by the Jones 
County sheriff's department, He 
was later released on a $1,000 
bond posted by Allman Brothers 
percussionist Claude Trucks, Jr. 

Jones County Sheriff Holmes 
Hawkins said that the bust was in 
response to informants’ tips and 
claimed there was no major inves- 
tigation involved in the seizure of 
the plants. 

Ritchie, whose pot-growing 
case must be heard by a grand jury, 
will almost surely be indicted, ac- 
cording to County Assistant Dist- 
riet Attorney Charles Newbury: 


Before the Georgia snowstorm: (left to right) Capricorn Records 
president Phil Walden, Greg Allman and John “Scooter” Herring. 
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IGHIWITNES NEWS 


HighWitness 
Interview: 


Dr. Harris Rubin 


Dr. Harris Rubin's planned study of the effects of marijuana on male 
sexual arousal was always widely publicized. Then, Congress voted 
last April specifically to deny funds for this research. Rubin, 44, of the 
University of Southern Illinois School of Medicine, has been active 
for the past fen years in research and treatment programs on aspects 
of sexual pathology—including rape, child molestation and exhibi- 
tionism. Dr. Rubin had planned to investigate the sexual effect of 
grass on men while they watch erotic movies, Various Congressmen 
characterized the plan as immoral, decadent and foolish. Rubin 
contented that THC’s sexual effects have long been the subject of 
users’ conversation, but that his experiments would have provided the 
‘first scientific data on the topic. Here's Rubin's personal reaction 10 


the controversy. 


The recent cutoff of Dr Harris Rubin's federal pot research 
was directly related, according to Rubin, to “‘the political gains" of 
‘Congressman Robert H. Michel. 


funds 


High Times: Is the recent con- 
gressional action directed only 
‘against your study, or at all similar 
research in the future? 

Rubin: Itis directed at our study — 
itnames us specifically. 

High Times: Do you think it will 
keep other scientists from inves- 
tigating the sexual effects of pot? 
Rubin: That decision has set 
a precedent. Never before has 
Congress directly taken money 
away from a research project that 
had already been funded by an 
administrative agency—HEW in 
this case. When agency officials 
refused to renew the grant them- 
selves, they acquiesced in this dan- 
gerous precedent. I can’t predict 
what will be done in the future, 
but certainly this same sort of 
action could happen again. 

High Times; Do you expect it will 
hinder your efforts to get money 
from private foundations? 

Rubin: 1 don't think so. Most 
foundations are like the federal 
agencies that fund research, such 
as HEW and the National Institute 
of Drug Abuse. That is, they eval- 
uate the importance of the re- 
search itself, rather than the paliti- 
calhay that can be made on it 
High Times: Do you anticipate 
any legal challenge to this action, 
as unfairly singling out one par- 
ticular research grant? 

Rubin: I have yet to explore this 
idea with attorneys. Idon’tknow if 
this is a bill of attainder or not. It 
might be. 

High Times: Do you feel the 
recent national publicity around 
your project has damaged your 
professional standing. or given 
you a reputation as an outlaw 
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doctor, as it were? 
Rubin: My reputation hasn't been 
hurt at all, The scientific, profes- 
sional and academic community 
has been highly supportive of my 
work. Ihave become controversial 
to the press, but certainly not to 
scientists 

High Times: How do you feel 
about the congressional moral 
outrage in light of the Washington 
sex scandals? 

Rubin: I don’t make any connec- 
tion between them. I think Con- 
gressman Robert H. Michel [Rep. 
Iiinoie] attempted to make politi- 
‘cal gains; in fact, know he did. He 
needed a campaign issue, and I 
‘guess this is the only one he could 
find. That doesn’t speak too well 
for him. People were just afraid to 
stand up and speak. There were 
very few people on the Senate 
floor when that vote was taken 
During the House vote, very few 
representatives even knew this 
provision was in the bill. It was a 
$12.3 billion appropriations ill, 
with one fittle paragraph about 
taking away our funds. The sena- 
tors certainly did know it was in 
there, and, as I understand it, 
there were only 12 members on 
the floor during the debate on 
removing our funds. 

High Times: What was the final 
vote, do you know? 

Rubin: it was a voice vote; they 
refused to take a roll call. Then 
within five or ten minutes the 
entire bill came up for a vote, and 
all of @ sudden they had 91 sena- 
torsthere, 

High Times: Do you have any 
plans to continue this study in the 
near future? 


Rubin: Absolutely. We have not 
yet explored the possible ways of 
private funding, but we certainly 
intend to. 

High Times: Had any of the re- 
search already begun? 

Rubin: Not really. The equip- 
‘ment, apparatus and all the things 
necessary for the beginning part 
had been developed and pur- 
chased, ready to run, But we never 
tested any subjects. 

High Times: Can you describe 
what you had planned to do in a 
little more detail, what kind of 
tests you planned to make? 
Rubin: We intended to study the 
effect of controlled dosages of 
marijuana administered through @ 
spirometer. That's a medical appa- 
ratus designed to measure lung 
volume, how much air an indi- 
‘vidual can hold in the lungs. It can 
work both ways. You can put a 
‘measured amount of gas or smoke 
in the spirometer and have the 
person draw it out. If you have a 
known concentration of THC in 
the smoke and the subject holds it 
in the lungs @ certain length of 
time, then you have a means of 
controlling the dose of marijuana 
smoke. We were looking for the 
effect of the drug on a standard 
erotic stimulus on’a man in a 
private viewing chamber We had 
already determined the stimulus 
produces a certain average level of 
arousal. Our goal was to see how 
the herb would affect the amount 
of arousal elicited by the film, as 
well as the person’s ability to con- 
trol his reaction. We planned to 
measure decreases or increases in 
sexual excitement, as well as 
cchanges that might occur in sever- 


al different hormones, against 
baseline readings taken while the 
men were not high. 

High Times: Do you know of any 
other researchers currently ex- 
ploring pot’s sexual effects on 
human beings? 

Rubin: No one else has developed 
a procedure to work directly on 
sexual arousal in humans, Many 
other studies are looking at vari- 
‘ous aspects of marijuana, and 
some of them are tangentially 
dealing with some aspects of sex- 
ual behavior. primarily hormone 
High Times: Do you anticipate 
going on to study actual inter- 
‘course under the influence of pot? 
Rubin: There is no need to. There 
are many other ways of getting the 
information. You have no control 
‘over mutual sexual response. It is 
difficult enough to control an en- 
vironment where you have one 
person. But in interaction between 
two people, you would never 
know, the nature of the stimulus 
High Times: Have you ever used 
‘marijuana yourself” 

Rubin: I don’t use marijuana. 
High Times: What are your opin- 
ionson the legalization of grass? 
Rubin: I try to keep my views on 
legalization or decriminalization 
totally separate from my profes- 
sional activities. I hope the deci- 
sion will be made on the basis of 
research that indicates what mari- 
juana, in fact, does to the indi- 
vidual. The fact that the laws as 
they now stand make so many 
criminals in the country is also 
important, There aren't many laws 
being enforced that make crimi- 
nals of about 23 million people, 
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Before going to the lab, this batch of marijuana waits to be manicured into flake. 


Australian Outback and into towering 
groves of Turkish three times the height 
of a tall man. Bees paddled lethargically 
through the air like satellites on compu- 
ter malfunction. No, Turner said, the 
honey has no special qualities. Even 
though the plants upon which the bees 
are feeding are 5% acres of the finest 
marijuana in the world. 

This is the Mississippi Program, the 
only US. Government marijuana planta- 
tion. Just for research. naturally. Outside 
the garden is a secondary perimeter, a 
shaggy Arcadian sprawl of persimmon 
and pine. Further out is the campus of the 
University of Mississippi. “Ole Miss” it- 
self, where magnolia flowers bloom 
among the mimic red brick ante-bellum 
warehouses of learning, and fresh-faced 
students wander around wearing laun- 
dered Levis and Mickey Mouse T-shirts 
acquired not in head boutiques, but at 
ney World. 

Carlton Turner—Call me CT" — 
his middle thirties, and is director of the 
marijuana project. Responsibilities. To- 
day he was wearing two-tone. brown- 
and-white shoes and a fanciful bow tie 
with a design of prancing ponies. 
Originally from Choctaw, Alabama, he 
radiates the tough bonhomie of the New 
South, the Jimmy Carter manner, and 
right now he is burning with a righteous 
Carteresque furor 

“You know what they should have 
said? ‘Listen, boy: What do you want ?Do 
you want some of my marijuana? You 
tell me now. I don’t want any of your 
bullshit, Orelse it won't be the police that 
lock you in jail. I'm going to lock you in 
jail and throw away the key!" 

It is not. you see, that Turner is rigid. 
“But think of the rumors. People will tell 
their folks, I can go down and look at the 
marijuana garden’ And then they tell 
folks” Trouble in the garden, and, for the 
results, remember Genesis III. Eviction. 

Because all around there are further 
eyes watching. The pharmacognosy 
department, within which the project is 
housed, and the academe of Ole Miss. 
The bosses in Washington, NIDA. the 
DEA, NORML. And those silent corpora- 
tions and conglomerates that just cannot 
wait until the 600 million useless dollars 
spent prosecuting 400.000 marijuana 
users in 1975 are turned around, and the 
pot market—a minimum of $4 billion 
annually,according to government analy- 
sis—comes under proper commercial 
control. Which may, of course. never hap- 
pen. A lot depends on what is going on. 
here and now. down in Ole Miss 

‘Why in a place that is best known for 
football and Faulkner? Why in Ole Miss? 
The decision to locate the marijuana 
project in the state of Mississippi was 
made by Dr. Coy Waller, who is now a 
director of the research institute, with 
the garden as part of his demesne. Waller 
isa mild-mannered, reticent man, with a 
distinguished record in chemistry 


research. The sequential birth-control 
pill was developed under his direction. 
After 24 years in industry, Waller decided 
to get back to pure research 


aller went back to Washington. It 
was 1968. Annus Mirabilis. The 
Summer of Love had departed, 
Teaving plenty of bruised and broken 
blossoms. Year of rumbles and riots. 
Waller found one subject much on 
‘Washington's mind: dope. 

“I said, ‘Well, what are you doing on 
marijuana?’ | looked at the program and 
said, ‘That's not much’ I had grown some 
marijuana when I was out teaching in the 
state of Washington in 1939 to 1941, so I 
knew a fair amount about it. They asked 
me to draw up a program for an ad hoc 
committee” 

This was February. Waller spent three 
months drawing up a program, which he 
costed at $130,000. He outlined it to a 
committee that had been convened by 
the authority then considered relevant, 
the National Institute of Mental Health. 
Word had already come from Congress 
and from the White House, via HEW. 


“The green, green grass of 
Mississippi. . . is five 
times stronger than 
anything you're liable to 
find on the street.” 


that something had to be done about the 
marijuana problem, so the appearance of 
‘Waller seemed providential. The pro- 
‘gram was accepted. 

“There was so little known about the 
botany ... the chemistry” Waller ex- 
plains, “that they needed an outside per- 
‘son. I just happened to fall into the slot” 

Mississippi suggested itself for various 
reasons. For one thing, the Department of 
Agriculture had been growing Cannabis 
sativa for fiber there since World War Il 
~The farmers didn’t know about its drug 
properties.” Waller says. “They paid no 
attention.” It was. furthermore, a long, 
thin state, rich in soil variety, and the 
initial program had called for three separ- 
ate gardens. Also there was a scientist 
down at the University of Mississippi 
raring to work on the project: Norman 
Doorenbos. He was put in charge. Waller 
waited for developments. 

‘They were not slow in coming. and not, 
all of them were scientific. There were 
problems with security. Somebody got 
away with ten plants. Small stuff. but 
irritating publicity. Nor did Doorenbos 
himself help with his flair for catching 
headlines. Some jaunty stuff in Rolling 


Stone was the end of it. Doorenbos 
“resigned” 

‘At that stage. the project itself seemed 
in peril. Carlton Turner had actually 
thought the DEA might close it down. 
Turner comes from Choctaw. Alabama, 
and he went to the University of 
Southern Mississippi. A promising 
career as newscaster and DJ. with a local 
station—"middle—of-the-road music: 
Dinah Shore, Dean Martin, Perry 
Como" —was cut short by a spell in Laos. 
He got his Ph.D. from Southern in 1969 
and wondered what to do with his life. 
Two specific areas seemed promising to 
the ambitious young chemist: pollution 
research and dope. He toyed with the 
idea of participating in a new pollution- 
control company, but a meeting with 
Doorenbos proved decisive. In June 1970, 
he joined the project 

The troubles came, but, no, the feds 
didn’t close the project down. In fact, says 
Carlton Turner, they proved quite sym- 
pathetic. Duly. in 1971, he found himself 
installed as director. A “compromise.” he 
says. There were a few problems to deal 
with, partly bureaucratic. Turner had, for 
instance, to hack out his own territory. It 
had to be made quite plain who ran the 
project, for instance, to Maynard Quim- 
by, an Ole Miss professor who main- 
tained his own marijuana herbarium. 
Even to Coy Waller. 

‘There were also the security problems 
to be tidied up. The other two gardens, 
one in the delta and one in the southern 
part of the state, had been closed down. 
But, by and large, things had been placid. 
Extraordinarily so. 

“Mississippi” notes Coy Waller, “is a 
very well-ordered society. The children 
say ‘Yes, Sir’ and ‘No, Ma‘am: Respect for 
authority goes very deep here. The 
University of Mississippi. I'm convinced. 
is the only university in this country that 
could have supported this project 
without student unrest, 

“We haven't tried to hide it from our 
students. We've told them about it time 
and time again. But we've told them we 
have to abide by certain federal rules. If 
you touch it, you can expect to get your 
hand slapped. But the students have been 
very gracious to us” 

Shortly after taking over, Carlton 
‘Turner succeeded in producing that sub- 
stance for which the project was set up. 
Grass, clinically graded, with all the rele- 
vant data available. Grass of standards, 
without which research results seemed 
tobe nothing more than so many radiant 
false dawns orstabs in the bilious dark. 


here is a smell in the corridors 
T outside Carlton Turner's office and 

the laboratories of the marijuana 
project. These. incidentally, are in the 
pharmaceutical research building, an 
oblong structure just across the grass and 
thododendron from the Ole Miss Alum- 
na House, the Law Building, the Loyalty 
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Dr Carlton Turner, director of the NIDA proj- 
ect, caresses a maturing cannabis plant. 
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Foundation and just down the road from 
a monument to Our Confederate Dead. 

‘The office is on the third floor The 
corridors are pretty standard for such 
buildings: oyster-colored vinyl floors, 
acoustic tiling, clocks keeping different 
times and signs with such uninviting 
legends as “DO NOT ENTER—CAR- 
CINOGENS" and “POISON CONTROL 
CENTER” (“You can swallow it if you 
like.” | am told when handed a pebble- 
hard bud of strychnine. “It's quite safe 
like this. It would go straight through 
you.” I dare say, but no). The smell, 
which increased as we approached, was 
omnipresent, repellent and somehow 
familiar. It proved to emanate from a 
roomful of mice, rats, rabbits—all white. 
‘Tom Wolfe or Edgar Winter would never 
get out of there alive—and the interest- 
ing thing was that nobody on the project 
really noticed it any longer. Surreal is in 
the eye of the beholder. As, perhaps, with 
the marijuana project itself. 

‘Turner got involved on the telephone 
almost as soon as | arrived at the office. 
Some stuff about shipments of marijuana 
seeds from Hawaii and Afghanistan. 
(They just come by registered mail, in 
case you are interested. but they have to 
be specially picked up. And, no. they 
haven't lost any en route. though one 
Pakistani supplier was discovered trying 
to diddle them out of the paid weight.) 

While Turner was involved, I looked 
around the office, which had shelf-fuls of 
academic stuffs, plus plentiful jocular 
touches. Little statuettes with messages 
like “Cheer Up! Things Could Be 
Worse— You Could Have My Job” and a 
pink-beribboned Pepsi bottle, There was 
a print of Desiderata on fake vellum from 
a laboratory instrument firm, an ashtray 
from the Day Detective Services of Jack- 
son, framed diplomas, including a Doc- 
torate in Philosophy from the University 
of South Mississippi (1970), a 1972 award 
“in recognition of outstanding service” 
from the Bureau of Narcotics and 
Dangerous Drugs and a citation dated 
1973, which drolly cites him as a 
“Bachelor of the Year” This last citation. 
however, is contradicted by more recent 
snaps of a duly bouncing baby. All in all. 
it might have been the office of a hip 
marketing man. 

A giant sidled in with a slightly daffy 
smile, and about an acre of Big Smith 
green coverall. He introduced himself as 
Jim Urbanek, a sometime linebacker with 
the Miami Dolphins. currently. in charge 
of the garden—Namely, security. 

Turner gets off the telephone, He is 
still aggrieved about the security. though 
less, it appears, about the actual incident 
than the abdication of responsibility 
“You shouldn't have called anybody else 
in," he says. “We have full authority” 

Urbanek muttered and chewed on a 
white vinyl-tipped cheroot as we walked 
outside to a Chevy pickup in which we 
were driving back to the garden, “You've 


opened the floodgates.’ said a still fretful 
Carlton Turner. slapping the lobster-col- 
ored pickup toa stop at the garden gate. 

Today the garden was shimmering ina 
haze, Turner’ got to his knees, fondling 
the leaves paternally. The harvest, he 
explains, is hand picked. flowering top 
by flowering top. “The THC content is 
higher in this young leaf here than in this 
bigger, older one; he notes. “and the 
question always arises: Is there the same 
amount in each leaf? Hell. I don't know. 
To me it's an academic question. Like. in 
cold weather you'll see broader leaves 
And as the weather gets hotter. the leaves 
get finer. Hell! Nobody knows why. It's 
the genetic code of the plant” 

We passed a clump of plants that had 
missed the harvesters. Mexican material. 
“When you've got people you're paying 
by the hour. they're gonna miss things. 
Turner said. “They're not as closely 
associated with it as you'd like them to 
be. But you see this one?"—he grabs a 
stem—"See. they got this one, And it's 
doing just what we want. It's branching 
out again, and we'll have another top. In 
another week or two, we'll be able to 
come out again. And hopefully” —a note 
of steeliness—"they will be a little more 
skilled in what they're doing 

But it's the first time we worked like 
this, Before, we took the leaves. Now. we 
take the young growths. where the THC 
content is highest. We need particular 
THC contents for our batches of 
cigarettes. We can harvest and come back 
for more. Every we every week- 
and-a-half. We are, in effect. stealing 
from the plant) 

We ploughed through some more of 
the thigh-high stuff and reached a posi- 
tive copse of plants, obliterating the sun. 
These plants. Turner said. were Turkish. 
fiber-type and weak in THC, but de 
tively vigorous in appearance. “This is 
male plant” he observed. gripping a stem 
as thick as a wrestler's thumb and bur- 
geoning with blooms. “See! It's totally 
open. In all theory, this plant has died. 
‘The pollen has been transmitted into the 
air. and the plant is gradually dying. 

"And you can see its fiber-type. It’s got 
this hollow stalk"He sank a thumbnail 
deep into the trunk. “The drug type is 
usually solid. Not always. but usually. 
And the layman wouldn't be able to tell 
the difference. 

If we were to take 50 people off the 
street and say. Go in and harvest any- 
thing you want!’ I would bet that thi 
would come in and harvest this. because 
it's the tallest. And then. if they've read 
the literature. they know that marijuana 
has the highest THC content when it's 
flowering, And they would see these 
flowers. But this is a fiber-type male.” Dr 
Carlton Turner smiled. with a certain 
grim expertise “The least valuable of all: 

‘We moved on across the garden. Small 
acronyms painted on signs explained the 
origins of various plants and the dates of 


planting. There has been, Turner admit- 
ted.a fairamount of aberration. 

The rule of thumb that you've got for 
cannabis is not hard and fast. You can 
always find an exception. This here is a 
good typical marijuana leaf"—he 
snipped a leaf off a Mexican plant and 
handed it to me—"serrated edges 
planately compound 

Which. it turned out, means that the 
leaves spring from the same section of 
stalk. Usually. for that matter. there are an 
odd number of leaves. but not always. 

Here's four .., six ...” Turner said 
investigating the undergrowth. “And 
come here! Here's something very in- 
teresting!” What the interesting thing 
turned out to be was a plant in which the 
leaves did not spring from the same 
section of stalk. but consecutively in a 
sort of spiral. 

“And it's got ten leaves” Carlton Turner 
said, brimming. “It's difficult just from 
reading the literature to get the full con- 
cept of what's really going on with mari- 
juana. It's a very unstable plant. Mark 
this plant and get herbarium specimens 
onit, Jim, And get some photographs of it. 
That's a good plant.” 

We passed on to yet more diminutive 
beds. “CZ is for Czech." Turner explained. 
“That there is Hungarian. And right 
behind Jim there is some of what we call 
Little India, It's a fragile looking plant. 
but very good. Loaded with chemicals. 
Just damned near any cannabinoid that 
you find in any other plant, you'll find in 
that Little India” 

The Russians are. apparently. less 
satisfactory. “We got sent 14 varieties by 
our colleagues in Moscow. and all of 
them are fiber-type. These here are 
female plants. You can get a good idea of 
the bract" The bract is the covering of the 
seed and the single part of the marijuana 
plant highest in THC content. “See those 
little glistening things? Those are the 
multicellular hairs where the can- 
nabinoids are secreted. Smell that resin! 
The old conception is that the plants that 
produce a lot of resin produce a good 
marijuana, but this plant would produce 
a very impotent marijuana” He added, 
dismissively. as one who despises street 
hash as understrength and overpriced, 
“Itwould have to be used for hash.” 

‘We crossed to a shed. It was filled with 
what appeared to be the usual humdrum 
implements. A deseeder. which works 
by vibration, and drums full of drying 
grass. “This is what the material looks 
like Turner said, running his hands into 
it. “Smell this! It's got a different odor 
There's nothing sloppy about this 

“The cigarette machine will cut it to 
the right particle size. When it's young. 
it'll be nice and green. but right now 
you've got this good dark color. and it's 
ood stuff. You see this greenish tint? 1 
could wash my hands off, but I'd get a 
positive test and put myself in jail for 
possession.” He laughed uproariously. 


“All our hippie friends would give their 
front row seats in hell and their right 
testicle for this stuff!” 


ould they? There seem to be 
problems here! Neither Carlton 
‘Turner his fellow scientists nor 


Jim Urbanek will admit to having ever 
tried grass (though Urbanek admits that 
its use was not unknown among his 
fellow Dolphins). Theoretically Ole Miss 
produces the “best grass in the world” 
But would one allow teetotal chemists to 
run vineyards, and—on the strength of 
chromatographic mass spectrometric 
analysis and whatever—choose one's 
wine cellar? Consider also the word best. 
There are nuances in Turner's approach 
to grass that are subtle without being 
entirely unexpected. He will speak of an 
unusually “good” marijuana, meaning 
one high in THC content. The use of the 
approving word has much in it of the 
enthusiasm of the scientist. even for 
something of which the results may 
allow outside his personal comprehen- 
sion—a “clean” H-bomb— and evena bit 
of the fascinated ambivalence with 
which the policeman regards the crimi- 
nal. But. no. says Turner. he is. at this 
moment, neither for nor against. “If 1 
were a crusader’ he says. “it would inter- 
fere with my objectivity” 

No doubt because of this same neces- 
sary objectivity, the smoking of grass is 
not encouraged on the project. "There 
was a case in 1970" Turner remembers. 
“We had a girl work here. and I heard her 
husband was having pot parties. He was 
picking her up in the labs. She knew that 
I'd heard. She resigned. 

“But I don't care if people havesmoked. 
We hada girl come in the other day. Right 
away. I knew. I've studied psychology. I 
said, ‘Do you still smoke marijuana?’ She 
didn’t know what to say. I hired her. But I 
said, ‘If you ever smoke again. I'm going 
to find out about it. And I'm gonna have 
yourbutt right outof here! 

He ran the stuff through his fingers 
reflectively. No. he doesn't feel that not 
having a marijuana smoker on the staff 
handicaps research. All the results con- 
vince him of the excellence of the green. 
green grass of Mississippi. That it is 
anywhere up to five times stronger than 
anything you're liable to come up with 
on the street. but—decrim or no 
decrim—crop improvements are not pre- 
cisely what the Ole Miss marijuana 
project isall about 

Consider the scant interest with which 
Turner passes by Maynard Quimby’s 
plot: a small allotment in the middle of 
the garden wherein the professor cu 
vates esoteric sorts of cannabis. “I don't 
even want to put these into my catalog” 
Turner declared, “These are just her- 
barium specimens. I've got to have some 
consistency. We had to wipe everything 
out here and start over” 

(continued on page 108) 


Pot Farm technician Diane Womack uses a 
scale to weigh out harvest samples. 


's fraction collector, a machine 
take samplesin the separation of cannabinoids. 


‘Two Ole Miss students deseed and mani- 
cure part of the garden’s 1976 harvest. 


63 


By Michaei 


offee is a relative newcomer 
in the world of psychoactive 
drugs. According to Arab 


folklore, it was discovered in about A.D. 850 by 
a melancholy Abyssinian goatherd named Kaldi, who 
noticed his flock gamboling about the meadow after 
nibbling the fruit of a glossy green tree. Curious about their 
friskiness, Kaldi ate some of the bright red fruit himself, felt a 
rush of energy. leaped up and began cavorting with his goats. A 
passing monk was amazed to see the once sad goatboy dancing 
merrily round the tree in such oppressive heat. The monk plucked 
some berries and took them back to his monaste lighted to find 
something to keep him awake during all-night vigils and prayers. 
Like most of the other caffeine stimulants that pharmacologists call 
citantia—tea, kola, chocolate, maté e, guarana—co 
sidered a food. Even today, mat ribes of northeast Africa 
niacin-rich coffee beans with butter or fat and munch the pellets 
nergy on war partie 
Across the Red Sea in Yemen, discovery of the beverage coffee is 
attributed to a disreputable dervish named Omar, who had been banished 
into the desert behind the port of Mocha. Dying of starvation, he sank into a 
delirium, At midnight he was startled awake by a vision—the spirit of his 
former teacher—who guided Omar to a coffee tree and instructed him t 
soak the berries in water and drink the “wine” (qahwah) thereby created. 
Literally awakened from death, the happy dervish staggered back to Mocha 
and proclaimed a miracle, offering his own survival as proof of it 
News of the exhilarating drink spread quickly through the secret Sufi 
underground, Dervish dances and Sufi legends were inspired by the bitter 
black brew. Pilgrims took it with them on arduous tr 
was rumored that the Archangel Gabriel had presented it to the Prophe 
Mohammed himself on ol s ssicians acclaimed qahwah 
as anew medicine. Rhazes of Baghdad mentions a stimulating wine made 
from raw coffee beans and dried husks as early as A.D. 900. Roasting and 
grinding the beans, and steeping them in boiling water—the traditional 
‘Arab method of making coffee—developed in the thirteenth century. By 
the sixteenth, the clinking of coffeepots could be heard throughout the 
=> °™ ~e = Muslim Empire. from the nomad camps of North Africa to the palaces 
French Roast \ Jamiaica Blue Mountain of Cairo and Constantinople. 
Zs. 


pe 2 g Café Olé! — A light-hearted loo! 


“Mocha Java 


Aldrich 


edicine indee 
stra, author of Weed and The Frisco 
Kid, as we duck into the Caffé Trieste 


one morning for a cappuccino.” You could almost say 
coffee brought poetry back to life here in North Beach in 
the Fifties. The San Francisco poetry renaissance began 
in these little coffeehouses and jazz cellars and bars 
"Coffee saved my life once, back in my dope smuggling 
days" he continues as opera blares from the jukebox. “We had 
scored a ton of weed in 1969 and driven it across Mexico to 
Lagunas de los Leones, where a boat was waiting to pick it up. The 
skipper of the boat had never smuggled weed before and wanted to 
get his goddamn papers signed by the port captain. ‘What do you 
want to be! I said, ‘a legal smuggler?’ He was adamant, though, and 
refused the load, which meant we had to stash it someplace for the 
weekend. 
‘So there we were, sitting on a ton of dope in a Ford camper The back 
of the truck was a furnace, sweat was pouring off the weed and it smelled 
y and bought 25 pounds of ground 
hopkeeper and threw it in on top of the weed 
to disguise the smell. Then I parked it in Puerto Vallarta next to some fai 
gringo apartments, where I could watch it from my hotel. All weekend 
people walked by, pausing and sniffing. Man, it reeked! It was like nothing 
ver smelled before, sort of a cross between mota and mocha. Finally, 
after three days parked in the middle of the hottest town in Mexic 
weekend, we drove it back to the lagoon and loaded it up. Vi 
Francisco it was a legend—coffee weed! It went over big. This town really 
loves coffee.” 
offee is now the most popular drug in the world—sipped, slurped, 
gulped, quaffed and savored by more than a third of the pla 
population. Americans consume about 40 percent of the six or seven 
billion pounds traded each year on the international market 
A mortar and pestle for grinding coffee came over on the Mayflower, but 
it was not until December 16, 1773. that it became America’s national 
drink, when Sam Adams and a mob of hotheads disguised as Yippies 
dumped 342 chests of British tea in Boston Harbor to protest taxation 
without representation. Revolutionary women emptied their tea canis- 
ters, and soon you could tell what side people were on by what they 


at the world’s most popular drug 


offered you for breakfast. 

Coffeehouses became centers of sedi- 
tion by providing discreet meeting rooms 
away from watchful Tory eyes. Daniel 
Webster called Boston's Green Dragon 
“headquarters of the Revolution.” and the 
Sons of Liberty plotted rebel strategy at 
the Merchants Coffeehouse in New York. 

As the new nation moved west, no 
wagon train would depart without a 
year's supply of coffee to be brewed over 
the campfire. Tall sailing ships brought 
coffee from Java, Rio, Aden, the West 
Indies, round the hom to the boozy and 
brawling Barbary Coast of San Francisco, 
where miners would pay $30 a pound in 
gold dust for the beans. 

Massive migrations from Europe 
brought millions of coffee fanatics to our 
shores. Between 1880 and 1920, one in ten 
Italians left for America, and many 
ended up in San Francisco. The area 
along Columbus Avenue from North 
Beach to Fisherman's Wharf became 
“Little Italy” In fact, the famous restau- 
rants at the Wharf began as dockside 
eateries for fishermen who didn’t dare 
leave their catches unguarded for even an 
hour. Italian caffés lent the city a dis- 
tinctly Mediterranean flavor. 

Now it’s as natural to step out to the 
local coffeeshop as it is to attend a so- 
ialite party in Washington. D.C.—it's 
where the real business gets done. 
Folgers, MJB and Hills Brothers started in 
San Francisco and maintain busy roast- 
ing plants here. And you canstill stop by 
Graffeo's down on Columbus Avenue to 
see coffee roasted the old-fashioned Ital- 
ian way, charred to a cinder, its aroma 50 
powerful that your nostrils are still flar- 
ing halfway down the block. Fine coffee 
is one of the charms that makes San 
Francisco the highest city in the universe. 


t used to be illegal to drink coffee” I 
announce as some of the Ludlow 
Library curators swap stoned stories in 
the Ristorante Vagabondo after seeing 
the movie The Man Who Fell to Earth. 

“In 1511 the Sultan of Cairo sent anew 
governor to Mecca, The orthodox young 
Official was shocked to find pilgrims 
drinking coffee openly in the mosques. so 
he called a meeting of theologians to 
determine whether coffee was an inebri- 
antand therefore forbidden by the Koran. 
‘One learned worthy claimed that coffee 
did act like wine—thus revealing that he 
was familiar with wine—and was 
promptly condemned to a certain num- 
ber of cane strokes on his feet for this 
infringementof the law” 

“He probably sucked his toes,” 
Michelle smiles, “and that’s how we got 
the expression ‘putting your foot in your 
mouth!” 

“Some doctors testified that coffee was 


terribly harmful, and it was immediately 
prohibited. Sale was banned, coffee trees 
were burned down and those convicted 
of drinking it were led through town on a 
donkey, But when the Sultan heard this 
he withdrew the prohibition, for he was 
an avid coffee drinker himself. Various 
other rulers tried to ban it too. In some 
places people who dared open coffee- 
houses were given the death penalty. 
Eventually coffee drinking became so 
widespread it was impossible to stop. 
Like every other drug prohibition in his- 
tory, the ban failed for the simple reason 
that people who liked it couldn't be 
prevented from using it, no matter how 
harsh the penalties” 

“Didn't they eat hash wi 
chelleasks. 

"Yes." says Michael. “Remember the 
Arabian Nights story about the hash- 
head who pisses all over the Sultan? It's 
thought to be a rather late interpolation 
because he also drinks coffee 

Michael Horowitz, a High Times con- 
tributing editor, makes his living cata- 
loguing books and remembering this 
kind of arcana, “The tradition continued 
in the Hashish Club of Paris in the 1840s. 
Moreau de Tours would hand them a 
confection of Algerian hash, saying, “This 
will be deducted from your share of 
Paradise} and Gautier and Baudelaire say 
they washed it down with coffee Arabian 
style, the grounds still in it and no sugar” 

“Everhear the story of Abu Gallioun?" 
Cindy chimes in. “It's in The Seven Sis- 
ters of Sleep. He was a Lebanese moun- 
tain man who supposedly taught the 
women of Tripoli a unique method of 
making coffee. He appeared out of no- 
where one day, sat down on a busy street 
comer and took an enormous bowl out of 
his bag, which he attached to a long pipe 
stem. Testing the pipe bowl on the 
ground, he put a little tripod over it and 
stood his coffeepot on it. He filled the 
bowl with blond hash and dark tobacco 
and proceeded to smoke pipe after pipe, 
boiling his coffee all the while. 

“The news got to the harems, and the 
women came to watch this weirdo make 
his coffee on his pipe. They soon won the 
right to drink coffee and smoke dope like 
the men, and by the time coffee got to 
Turkey, the failure of a husband to 
provide coffee for his wife became legal 
grounds for divorce” 

“That's all right, friend’ Michael says. 
“You have nothing to worry about.” 


Mi- 


offeehouses became the rage of 

Constantinople in 1551 during the 
reign of Suleiman the Magnificent. The 
game of bridge was invented in these 
fabulous hostels, which bubbled with 
political and intellectual excitement. 
Magicians, orators, belly dancers. trav- 


elers and musicians from every exotic 
realm made coffeehouses the rock pal- 
aces of their time. Shah Abbas, wise ruler 
of Isfahan in Persia, even appointed spe- 
cial coffeehouse mullahs “to be there 
every day betimes, to entertain the tobac- 
co-whiffers and coffee-quaffers with a 
point of law, history, or poetry” Ornate 
Turkish and Persian coffeehouses 
provided the model for the later great 
cages of Europe. 

‘The spice and drug trade flourished 
between eastern Europe and Constan- 
tinople, despite sporadic outbreaks of the 
last Crusades. When coffee was first in- 
troduced to Venice about 1600, Christian 
priests tried to ban itas a drink fit only for 
Saracens and Satan. They petitioned 
Pope Clement VIII for his ruling on the 
subject. "Delicious!" pronounced the 
Pope, who promptly baptized the brew to 
make it legal. Capuchin monks experi- 
mented with different coffee prepara- 
tions and invented cappuccino as a re- 
medy against plague. 

Of all the caffeine stimulants, coffee 
has the most demonic undertone. Be- 
neath its shimmering surface lurks some- 
thing secretive, sinister, even satanic: a 
dark mysterious force that gossip, wit 
and laughter cannot allay. An unearthly 
feeling in the most mundane of drinks, 
that conjures up apparitions in the desert, 
ghostly sailing ships, strange tales of 
bravado and duplicity understood with 
the heart, not the feverish brain. 

Mark Twain, in The Mysterious 
Stranger (an exorcist tale set in gothic 
Austria), recounts the mythof how coffee 
came to Vienna. Anold manservant, says 
‘Twain, “had served in the wars, and was 
at the seige of Vienna; and there, when 
the Turks were defeated and driven away, 
among the captured things were bags of 
coffee, and the Turkish prisoners ex- 
plained the character of it, and now he 
always kept coffee by him, to drink him- 
self and also to astonish the ignorant!” 

The Holy Wars also prought coffee to 
England. Cyrill, Patriarch of the Greek 
Church in Constantinople, was assassi- 
nated in 1637 and his disciple, the prelate 
Conopios, fled to Oxford. There Con- 
opios regaled students with fables of the 
Orient and the advancements of Arabic 
science and medicine, over tiny cups of 
Turkish brew. Soon scholars were meet- 
ing regularly at the Oxford Coffee Club, 
and in 1662 they were granted a charter 
by King Charles Il. Thus began the most 
prestigious scientific association in En- 
glish history, the Royal Society. 


t's areal joy to intiate a novice into the 

pleasures of coffee tasting, especially 
one who already takes pride in drug 
connoisseurship. Fred is such a person— 
a marijuana mavin who can distinguish 


Oaxacan from Michoacén in one toke, 
blindfolded, but has never paid much 
attention to coffee. We saunter into Cost 
Plus down on Fisherman's Wharf at noon 
one day and Iask him what kind of coffee 
he likes. 

“Strong” is the only description he can 
muster. So we get a half-pound each of 
Kalossi Celebes and Guatemala Antigua 
and retreat to my house to brew it up. 

“There are three things to start with in 
coffee tasting,’ Isay, grinding the Celebes. 
"Body, aroma and acidity. Body is the 
thickness of the coffee, heavy as mud or 
light as feathers. Aroma comes from its 
volatile chemicals, and some people can 
tell different coffees by fragrance alone” 

I bring water to a boil, let it cool a 
minute and pour it over the grounds in 
the filter of my Chemex. “Acidity is the 
sharpness, Alll coffee is acidy, but in some 
you can hardly taste it, in others it shocks 
you. Here, Try this, and go slow, Smell it 
first” 

Fred cocks his nose over the cup, inha- 
les and gasps: “Spicy!” Then a tentative 
sip. “Smooth and thick. Guess that means 
heavy-bodied” 

“Right. That syrupy quality is charac- 
teristic of Indonesian coffees. How's the 
acidity?” 

A long slurp, contemplating, rolling it 
around in his mouth. “No special sharp- 
ness. Low acidity?” 

“Relatively. Don't savor it so much, 
you'll coat your taste buds. I want you to 
be able to taste the Antigua’ I say, brush- 
ing out the grinder and filling it with 
Guatemalan beans. 

“This is grown at high altitudes." add 
as the Braun coffee mill whirls. “Icall it 
Guatemala Red because it looks like this 
showing him the distinctly rust-colored 
grounds, A few minutes later Fred is 
sampling it. 

“Wow!” he exclaims after the second 
sip. “That's sharp. Lots of zing!” 

“Yes.” I reply, “connoisseurs like to 
think up adjectives for acidy coffees: 
zesty, brisk, snappy. Aroma and body?” 

‘Smells rich but delicate” slurp, slurp, 
“and it's not as thick as the Celebes.” 

“Or. as they say, bracing and medium- 
bodied. Which of the two coffees is 
stronger?” 

“Well, it depends on what you mean, 
Antigua has a sharper smell and flavor, 
but the Celebes has real body and 
smoothness. Each has its own special 
complexity” 

“Welcome to the ranks. Professional 
coffee tasters train for 20 years to be able 
to make that kind of distinction!" 


L ondon coffeehouses were talk cen- 

ters for the greatest wits and wags 
of the Restoration. John Dryden held 
forth daily at Will’s smoke-filled coffee- 


room like a Persian mullah, enchanting 
his listeners with poems, invective, and 


“sprightly criticism, Broadsides plastered 


the walls of coffeehouses catering to the 
maritime trade, and one enterprising pro- 
prietor, Edward Lloyd. erected a pulpit for 
auctions and took offers to underwrite 
valuable cargo: modern insurance began 
at Lloyd’s of London in 1698. 

Satiric poetry like Pope's “Rape of the 
Lock” was inspired by coffeehouse gos- 
sip, and scintillating prose crowned the 
Augustan Age. Addison and Steele's Tat- 
ler and Spectator, full of malicious wi 
fashion notes, tongue-in-cheek moraliz~ 
ing and sly doses of scandal, were de- 
signed specifically for the coffeehouse 
crowds, The novel began here too: cannot 
we detect coffeehouse tall-taling in 
Robinson Crusoe, Gulliver's Travels and 
Tom lones? 

At first coffeehouses were exclusively 
male domains, except for the barmaids— 
serving wenches who carried coffee to 
the patrons from the “bar” where it was 
warmed, Often their only pay was tup- 
pence deposited in boxes labeled “To 
Insure Promptness"—the origin of the 
word “tip” But soon ladies of fashion 
demanded admittance, like their sisters 
in Paris, where a pamphlet urging female 
access to cafes circulated in 1715. The 
first London coffeehouse to open its 
doors to women customers was the Gold- 
en Lion in 1717. 

The Parisian court was the glass of 
fashion for Europe. In 1664 the “Sun 
King!’ Louis XIV, curled his pinkie round 
a demitasse and advanced the fortunes of 
coffee in one elegant sip, for Louis set the 
style of all the royal houses of the world. 
The Turkish ambassador threw posh cof- 
fee parties at Versailles: “On bended 
knee, the black slaves of the Ambas- 
sador, arrayed in the most gorgeous Ori- 
ental costumes, served the choicest 
Mocha coffee in tiny cups of egg-shell 
porcelain, hot, strong and fragrant, pour- 
ed out in saucers of gold and silver, placed 
on embroidered silk doylies fringed with 
gold bullion, to the grand dames, who 
fluttered their fans with many grimaces, 
bending their piquant faces—be-rouged, 
be-powdered and be-patched—over the 
new and steaming beverage” 

A Sicilian lemonade vendor named 
Procope opened the most famous coffee 
parlor of Paris in 1689. At the Cafe de 
Procope, heady French Roast sustained 
Voltaire’s cynical mockery of “the best of 
all possible worlds”; inspired Diderot and 
d'Alembert to compile the first en- 
cyclopedia; and caused an unknown ar 
tillery officer named Bonaparte to leave 
his tricornered hat once when he 
couldn't pay his bills. Marat, Robespierre 
and Danton plotted their plots there. 


As in America, Paris coffeehouses 
were the birthplace of revolution. A hun- 
dred years after Procope started his little 
cafe, the sip the Sun King took came back 
and washed over the Bastille. 


fternoon coffee break with Gordon 

Brownell, West Coast coordinator 
of the National Organization for Reform 
of Marijuana Laws (NORML), at Hard- 
castle's on Fillmore Street. Over a mug of 
mild but tasty Peruvian, Gordon remi 
nisces about the 1972 California Mari- 
juana Initiative campaign. 

“Many a decision was made inside 
these walls” he says. "Since we had a 
policy of not smoking dope in the office, 
we'd walk around the block cupping a 
joint in our hands and end up here 
afterwards.” 


Recalling that Gordon had done his 
political apprenticeship as a Nixon 
staffer in 1969, ask if he knows any good 
White House coffee stories. 

“The White House was divided." he 
replies. Half were caffeine addicts like in 
any busy organization, but many of the 
Christian Scientists, Mormons and 
Southern Baptists wouldn't touch the 
stuff. My boss [Harry Dent] didn’t, so I'd 
run down to the vending machines in the 
east wing basement, where the White 
House police were stationed. The cops 
always grumbled about how bad the 
coffee was, but they drank a lot of it. I 
don’t know what President Nixon's cof- 
fee habits were” 

Anything else? 

“No ... wait a minute. Have you read 
All the President's Men? Coffee helped 
lead Woodward and Bernstein from Wat- 
ergate directly into the White House. 
Remember when Bernstein was trying to 
get that bookkeeper from CREEP to open 
up about the Plumbers’ slush fund? He 
keptsipping slowly on cups of coffee and 
finally got her to agree that Liddy, 
Magruder and Porter, I think, had gotten 
money from the fund. 

“Bernstein rushed back to Woodward 
all excited—in the movie, Hoffman says 
‘Well you'd be crazy too if you were 
operating on 20 cups of coffee’—and they 
started digging deeper into secret White 
House intelligence activities. Eventually 
it led them to Mitchell, Haldeman and 
the president himself. Now that'sa White 
House coffee story!" 


he tale of bringing coffee to the 

New World reads like an Errol 
Flynn movie script, The Dutch recog- 
nized coffee’s commercial potential 
sooner than the French, introducing it to 
Java in 1690 and Surinam in 1718, but 
limiting seeds and cuttings to Dutch na- 
tionals only. Then as now, however, the 
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A HIGH TIMES GUIDE TO 
CONNOISSEUR COFFEES 


Arabian Mocha: The orginal mud from Yemen, granddaddy of them 
all. Small bean (’shortberry”), profound, earthy, heavy-bodied, hearty: 
‘Sufi wit and contemplation. 

Brazil Santo: Snappy. dry, medium-bodied, piquant and perky, the 
Keystone of coffee commerce. July 1975 frosts devastated the crop. 
‘making fine Santos hard to get. 

‘Colombia Medellin: Legendary for richness, moderate milds from 
standard Excelso to deep Supremo and famous Medellin, flavorful even. 
docaffeinated. 

‘Costa Rica SHB (Strictly Hard Bean): Delight of Europeans. 
paradoxical heavy smoothness and rich acidity, great dark-roasted. 

E] Salvador: Mild. sweet. medium-bodied Central Standard, sharper 
full-powered Salvador Dorea SHG (Strictly High Grown), long the 
favorite of Germany. 

Ethiopia Harrar: Sometimes also called Mocha, acidy, dusty pungen- 
‘cy. gutsy oomph and brilliance. A certain wildness: the coffee Rimbaud 
‘smuggled guns in at Harrar, 

Guatemala Antigua: Zesty, bracing, very high grown, medium- 
bodied red lightning. Almost psychedelic: the DMT of coffees. 

Haiti: Voodoo brew. pleasant full-bodied sweetness with a hint of 
‘strange danger. Best dark-roasted as in Port-au-Prince and Paris. 

Indian Nilgiri: Malabar. Mysore, Nilgiri, Tellicherry, fabled names of 
the spice-drug trade: thick, dusty, rich. Try a Plantation Peaberry for 
‘Tantric energy. 

Jamaica Blue Mountain: Princess of the Caribeos; a dream of 

mellow sensuality. Very rare, very expensive, this silky-soft ample- 
‘bodied courtesan deserves tobe nakedly nuzzled. subtly savored, gently 
and lovingly lapped. 


Java: Bold, mouth-filling, velvety, gets smoother as it cools. Most 
famous Arabica in history, will take you back to tall sails and hhigh seas, 


From Sulawesi, next to Borneo: syrupy. spicy 
feathery smooth. Celebes and French Roast blended, magnifique, 
formidable. 

Kenya: Brisk, bittersweet, full-bodied, elusively aromatic: safari medi- 
cine witha touch of black mystery. 

Kona Gold: Subtle, medium-bodied, grown on Mauna Loa’s lava beds. 
Make it full strength to transmute its brassiness into molten gold, Like 
“Kona Gold” pot, offers the best opportunity for top quality US. 
homegrown. 

Martinique: Buccaneer's brew. choice of colonial America, sassy with 
surprisingly delicate winelike bouquet, 

Mexico: Diverse as Mexican weed, often unremarkable, Oaxacan has 
tang superb with chili when you get the munchies. Basis of the best 
coffee liqueur Kahhia. 

Mocha Java: The only true chemical blend, Yemenite roasted with 
Java: brilliance. depth, sturdiness, complexity. In cafés, "Mocha Java” is 
half coffee. half hot chocolate. sweetened and creamed to taste. 
Tanzania: Low acidity. mild, full-favored, laconic, suggestive: a 
beautiful large bean produced on the slopes of Kilimanjaro. 
Venezuela: Delicate. sweet. light-bodied, fine, the mountain growths 
from Tachira and Merida are also called Maracaibos after the port. 
Yunnan: Yes, there is a gourmet coffee from China, by no means a 
peasant brew, aromatic and Mandarin-cloquent, scarcer than 1000-year- 
old eggs in US. 

Zaire (formerly Congo):Homelandof neutral Robustas, but the gourmet 
‘gradesare Arabicas from Kivu and Ituri: acidy, potent Congolese Black. 


Roasts 


Roasting puffs up and darkens the beans. so the darker the roast. the 
‘more coffee you must use, The name of the roast depends on how long 
thebeansare burnt, not where they come from. 

American Roast: From golden “light city” to chestnut-colored “full 
city” the regular commercial roast, perfect for those who perfer light 


conversation to existential philosophy. 

Vienna Roast: Somewhat darker, a trace of oil apparent on the bean. 
Favorite fuel of Strauss waltzers, “Viennese Coffee” is brewed only from 
this lightest of dark roasts. often with milk. cloves. allspice orcinnamon, 
always with a generous dollop of sweet whipped cream.on top. 

French Roast: “The primary characteristic of the being of an existent 
és never to reveal itself completely to consciousness.” (—Sartre.) Hefty, 
dark chocolate-colored, quite oily, astringent, Savor it with Talleyrand's 
mantra, “Black as the Devil, hot as hell, Pure as an Angel, sweet as love.” 
or try café au lait (half hot milk) with flaky croissants for superb 
continental breakfast. Often called New Orleans Roast. with chicory 
added makes Louisiana coffee. 

Italian Roast: Complicated. elegant. a little sinister ("a force cleverly 
kept hidden, a man jealously guarding his true strength from public 
gaze"—Mario Puzo). Almost carbonized. burnt black, huge, very oily: 
the gloom and gold of Caravaggio. Espresso is made in a machine that 
forces live steam through the grounds; cappuccino adds scalded milk. 
aglop of froth, asprinkle of chocolate or cinnamon. Italian Roast with a 
twistof lemon, Romansstyle. isespecially delicious, 


Special Recipes 


‘Turkish Coffee: Brewed in a special pot, the Ibrik. with sides sloping 
inward at the top to keep it from boiling over. For each serving. add a 
heaping spoon of very finely ground Mocha and the same amount of 
sugar to three ounces of water: bring to a boil, producing a foam called 
“the face of the coffee” Pour a little into a demitasse. foam and all. do not 
stir: repeat boiling and pouring two or three times. A favorite of 50.000 
hippies at Yener's near the Blue Mosque in Istanbul, goes great with 
brittle Turkish “band-aid” sticks of hash. 

Gardamom Goffe: ‘The mainstay of Bedouin hospitality, served 
ceremonially from a brass pot with an elongated curved spout. Drop two 
teaspoons of crushed green cardamom pods and seeds in a little hot 
water, plus saffron, cloves, sugar and strong Mocha for each medium- 
small cup;boil 2- minutes, strain and serve. A loud slurping noise when 
drinking is good form. 

Café Hotel Ritz: Scott Fitzgerald and Emest Hemingway nursed 
hangovers with this sublimity that sneaks up on you: to each cup of 
French Roast, add a dose of heavy cream anda tablespoon of cognac. 
Irish Coffee: Invented in San Francisco by a spiritedimmigrant 
from Shannon, now the favorite of poets and politicians from Boston to 
Baghdad by the Bay. Put two spoons of sugar in a glass coffee mug, leave 
the spoon in the glass to prevent breakage, pour in hot, strong coffee and 
4a jigger of Irish whiskey. Stir, top it off with heavy cream, stand on the 
table, sing "Danny Boy’ and leprechauns will come and haul you away. 
Café de Olla: Traditionally made and served in a handleless earthen- 
ware pot (olla), this Mexican delight heats a cup of water. half a stick of 
cinnamon, a whole clove, and two heaping spoons of raw brown sugar 
(piloncillo) together. When the sugar dissolves. add a spoon of dark. 
roast—Plumas preferred—bring to a boil, simmer two minutes, stir, 
‘cover, let stand so the grounds settle, and drink quickly. 

Mocha Ghirardelli: Another San Francisco specialty, originally 
served in Domingo Ghirardelli’s absinthe and chocolate shop in gold 
rush days, now quaffed by tourists and theatergoers upstairs in the 
converted old brick factory at Ghirardelli Square. Equal parts strong 
coffee and luscious dark cocoa, do not boil, serve piping hot in mugs, 
topped with marshmallows or whipped cream, 

The Shanghai Shag: From the Barbary Coast of 1880s San Francisco, 
usually administered by a doxie from the cribs, usually taken on a dare: 
black. thick coffee laced with whiskey, brandy, gin and laudanum. 
Recruitment technique forthe China trade, For modern recreational use, 
a bit of black opium bubbled in scalding coffee, spooned out and 
swallowed, will foster a mellow fantasy in your brain by the time you've 
finished thecup. slowly. 


great botanists of the world shared speci- 
mens—and the Dutch sent Louis XIV's 
royal botanist. Antoine de Jussieu, one 
little plant from which the mighty Latin 
American coffee industry grew. 

De Jussiue—who, not coincidentally, 
was also the first taxonomist to describe 
coca—zealously guarded the few coffee 
trees he'd managed to cultivate at the 
Jardin des Plantes from the Dutch speci- 
men. In 1723 a young French naval of- 
ficer, Gabriel de Clieu, approached 
with the idea of growing coffee in Mar- 
tinique, but de Jussieu refused to part 
with any of his treasured plants, Un- 
daunted, de Clieu clambered over the 
garden walls and stole a small coffee tree, 
setting sail for Martinique the next day 
with it enclosed in a glass cage. 

‘The voyage was incredible, including 
storms that shattered the cage and nearly 
washed the plant overboard, a pirate 
attack, a swordfight with a Dutch spy 
over the coffee plant and a long pan- 
oramic scene in which the ship was 
becalmed and de Clieu had to share his 
sip of rationed water with his tree 
Eventually they reached Martinique, 
where de Clieu planted his prize, sur 
rounded by armed guards day and night, 
beginning the West Indies coffee trade. 
But that's not all there was toit.... 

In 1727 a suave Brazilian army colonel, 
Francisco de Melo Palheta, was invited to 
arbitrate a dispute over the boundary 
between French and Dutch Guiana, both 
coffee countries that prohibited export of 
cuttings on point of death. In the morn- 
ings, Palheta met with the governors and 
diplomats about the boundary squabb! 
in the afternoons, he secretly romanced 
the French governor's wife. When the 
border was settled, she presented him 
with a bouquet in front of hundreds of 
witnesses, ostensibly for having resolved 
the dispute, actually a token of her app: 
ciation of his sexual finesse. Hidden in 
the bouquet were a few cuttings which 
Palheta triumphantly smuggled back to 
Brazil to start what later became the 
world’s largest coffee industry. All this 
from the one plant de Clieu swiped from 
de Jussieu's gardens. 


hat’s all this about Jamaican Blue 

Mountain?” asks the friendly sil- 
ver-haired lady at Freed, Teller & Freed’s, 
adank traditional coffee store right in the 
heart of San Francisco's flashiest gay 
shopping area, Polk Street. “I've had fif- 
teen requests for it tod: 

Reggae and Rasta, I think. go great 
with ganja—but I reply. “I's my favorite 
coffee, and even at $5 a pound here it's 
less than anyplace else” 

“There's only about 100.000 pounds of 
it produced every yeat" she muses. “We 
have to ration it. It's ironic, you know? 
We've never been so busy, but right now 
the coffee industry is in chaos. Frosts in 
Brazil last year. War in Angola. Earth- 
quakes in Guatemala. Commercial coffee 


has been downsliding, but there's a re- 
vival of interest in gourmet coffees” 

“Maybe it’s drugs” I blurt. “The drug 
revolution started over in North Beach 
with the beatniks 20 years ago, and kids 
started flocking to the coffeehouses. 
They got a taste for espresso. Now 
they've grown up and it's a revival. Since 
coffee’s so expensive anyway. they might 
as well throw out their percolators, get a 
drip system, and taste some real coffee 
fora change” 

Still searching for pure Blue Mountain, 
1 try Hardcastle’s retail outlet on Green- 
wich, where Doug. the counterman. tells 
me they've been out for almost two 
months. “Most of it goes to Japan, We 
were selling it for $8 a pound and it may 
go up to $10 next time. Jim Hardcastle of 
Capricorn Coffees is the only roaster in 
the western United States who imports it. 
and he has letters from the Jamaican 
government to prove it!” 

I notice a gleaming silver canister la- 
beled Java. “Is that real Java? I thought 
the Arabicas in Java got wiped out in 
World War II and all they produced any 
more were Robustas.” 

“It's illegal to sell Indonesian Robustas 
as Java." he replies. “They use Robustas 
as filler in commerical blends. But there's 
still a small Arabica crop and that's the 
real thing: 

“Far out"’I think as I exit with a bag of 
Java ($3.30), “you can get it if you really 
want. If you wait long enough’ 

Passing the Coffee Cantata, a swanky 
restaurant on Union Street, brings to 
mind the Baroque era when coffee in- 
spired dozens of tinkling minor master- 
pieces of chamber music. In Bach's famed 
“Coffee Cantata” of 1732, a young woman 
named Lisette is threatened that she'll 
never find a husband because she drinks 
so much coffee. She agrees to stop (and 
Bach tosses in some strange “medical 
opinions" against coffee), but finally 
wins from her fiancé a written contract 
guaranteeing her the right to drink it,as a 
condition of marriage. 

At the other end of Union Street, over 
Russian Hill in North Beach. is Malvina’s 
coffeehouse, one of the finest in acity full 
of great cafes. Margo St. James, chair- 
madam of Coyote (‘a loose women’s 
organization” working for decriminaliza. 
tion of prostitution) breezes into Mal 
vina's spacious loft late one afternoon. In 
cut-offs and Coyote T-shirt, she radiates 
the wholesome healthiness of a cham- 
pion long distance runner, which she is. 
She's just back from a Pike's Peak com- 
petition and the Democrat and Re- 
publican national conventions. 

“It was perfect timing to be at the 
conventions during the sex scandals,’ she 
says, “but the pols are running scared. It'll 
be hard to get Congressional hearings 
this year, and it’s a shame, too, because 
we've finally worked out a detailed de- 
criminalization program. We had a loiter- 
in in New York, which is gonna get the 


hippo-critters in trouble, ‘cause they 
arrested a lot of ordinary housewives: 
Margo flashes a toothy grin. “You 
know, coffee had a lot to do with the early 
‘women's movement. The idea of a coffee 
break originated when working women 
and children in the cotton mills of Eng- 
land demanded a break in their 16-hour 
days. And kaffee-klatsches: they were 
treasured institutions among a rising 
new class of German housewives and 
working women in the early 1800s. 
‘They'd gather to discuss political affairs, 
and the men—who were originally ex 
cluded from these gatherings—tried to 
put it down as just ‘gossip; Klatsch. 
Nowadays we'd call it consciousness 


In Paris, too, women defiantly carved 
out a new niche for themselves in the 
Bohemianism of the 1830s. George Sand 
set the style by clipping her hair short, 
wearing men’s clothes, and accompany- 
ing Balzac to the coffeehouses where she 
almost singlehandedly created a new 
type of women: la lionne. 

“She did not want to please by her 
beauty or charm by her wit, she wanted 
to surprise and astonish by her audacity’ 
wrote a contemporary. “Horsewoman 
and huntress, whip in hand, spurs on 
boots, gun across her shoulder, cigar in 
mouth, glass in hand, all impertinence 
and rowdiness, la lionne delighted in 
defying and disconcerting the peaceful 
elegance of the salons, and left them. 
There was an empty place where she 
should have been, and nobody came 
forward to fill it"—except, we might now 
add, the legions of libertarians, men and 
women, who crowd the cafes of every 
civilized corner of the globe. 


ut over the Golden Gate Bridge in 

Marin County, Bea, Linda and Jim 
have a super house high in the hills, 
where Michelle and I go on weekends to 
escape the city. As the sun fades this 
afternoon, it's still 97 degrees under the 
plum tree and we're all clustered around 
the pool, skinnydipping with Eleanor 
and Herb, Eleanor, fresh from two years 
in Paris, translates a section of Balzac’s 
Treatise on Modern Excitants for me. It's 
about a droll experiment he claims was 
made in London. 

“The destinies of a people depend on 
their food and diet; Balzac intones in 
Eleanor's melodious voice. “The English 
government permitted disposal of the 
lives of three condemned prisoners, who 
were given the option of being hanged 
according to the usual practice of that 
country, or of living exclusively on tea or 
coffee or chocolate without additional 
food or drink. The unhappy fools accept- 
ed. Perhaps anyone condemned to die 
would have done the same. As each 
aliment offered more or less the same 
chance, they chose willy-nilly. 

“The man who lived on chocolate died 


(continued on page 118) 


69 


FRANK 
COSTELLO 
FATHER 


MODERN 


SMUGGLING 


{ rom 
rumrunner 


too. | 
media mosu 


bert Choat 


{Frank Costello were alive today, 
dopeshortages would beasrareasa 
cab in the rain, Frank paid no heed 
tohijackersandblockaders;he was 
impervious to obstacles like the 
Coast Guard, the Customs Service, the 
U.S. Constitution, the nettlesome am- 
bushes of rival bootleggers and the 
worst obstacles the elements could hurl 
at him, including icebergs, which he 
wanted to buy so they couldn't sink his 
rumrunners as they had the Titanic 
Costello simply didn’t know the mean- 
ing of the word impossible. He didn't 
know the meaning of many other 
words, either (he was an “illiterate 
numbskull” according to biographer 
David Hanna), yet he is remembered 
today as the greatest Italian-American 
since Abraham Lincoln. For he per- 
fected the art and science of smuggling 
as we know it today. 
Of course, smuggling is as old as the 
three wise men who ran frankincense 
and myrrh over the Bethlehem border, 
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but it was “Uncle” Frank Costello who 
brought it into the twentieth century. 
Captain Bill McCoy. the first Prohibition 
skipper to anchor his cargo ship outside 
the coastal limit and sell his wares to 
anyone with the price of a drink, likened 
himself to patriot John Hancock, who 
smuggled Jamaican rum into the Colo- 
nies before, during and after the Amer- 
ican Revolution, but Costello looked for- 
ward to the time when he would run 
‘America as business, with the aid of a 
select group of businessmen. Costello 
brought to crime the same organizational 
savoir-faire Henry Ford brought to indus- 
try. And despite the many hazards to his 
health that his profession entailed, he 
lived to the ripe old age of 82. 

Costello's life is filled with episodes 
more inspiring than the Bible. When he 
first achieved eminence in the 1920s. he 
glittered brightly in the galaxy of talent 
that included Mayor Jimmy Walker, 
gambler Arnold Rothstein, musicians 
Cab Calloway and Louis Armstrong, 
evangelist Aimee Semple MacPherson, 
inconoclast H. L. Mencken, reporter 
Damon Runyon, not to mention Toots 
Shor, Babe Ruth, Sinclair Lewis, Theo- 
dore Dreiser, Dorothy Parker, Harold 
Ross, James Thurber, George S. Kauf- 
man and Charles Lindbergh. 

They all did their part to keep the 
‘Twenties roaring. but Costello supplied 
the grease that turned all their gears— 
bootleg whisky. Costello was the model 
for F Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby 
in 1927 and for Mario Puzo’s The God- 
father 40 years later: he even reportedly 
inspired Carl Barks. a Walt Disney 
studio artist, to create Donald Duck's 
Uncle Scrooge, who, unlike Uncle Frank. 
was the richest duck in the world 
because his orderly business practices 
were superior to the crude tactics of his 
rivals, the Beagle Boys. At the height of 
his power. when he was the capo il tutti 
capi or Boss of Bosses. Costello was more 
popular than Santa Claus. The reason for 
his popularity was simple: Costello never 
killed anybody he could pay off. He 
believed everyone should get “his fair 
share": nobody had to starve on a cop's 
salary, or a judge's, when Frank was 
around. Because he realized that this 
democratic arrangement could never 
prevail in a totalitarian society. Costello 
was a lifelong enemy of communism. By 
the time of his death in 1973, Uncle Frank 
and Uncle Sam had been allies for the 
better part of a century. 

For instance. one of the earliest 
beneficiaries of Costello's business acu- 
men may have been Joe Kennedy. father 
of Jack, Bobby and Teddy. Joe invested in 
Scotch whiskey early in Prohibition and 
is said to have sold it to Costello at eight 
dollars a case to import to the United 
States for $85 a case. In the 1960s. persons 
not unknown to President John F Ken- 
nedy renewed the old family friendship 
when they called on Frank to discuss the 
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vexing problem of Fidel Castro, whose 
revolution in the Caribbean was interfer- 
ing with the collection of revenue from 
Costello-owned casinos in Havana. 
Frank agreed that it was a shame and 
expressed his concern to Sam “Momo” 
Giancana, who said he would see what 
could be done. Giancana headed south to 
talk matters over with the bearded rebel. 
but unfortunately he had no success. 
Even more unfortunately, Giancana had 
a slightly fatal accident after he most 
foolishly revealed some of Costello's 
most jealously guarded spaghetti recipes 
to a Senate subcommittee investigating 
the CIA in 1975. 

The chain of events that led Frank 
Costello, a poor immigrants’ son from the 
poverty stricken hills of Calabria, Italy. to 
the big seat in the boardroom is a chroni- 
cle of luck and pluck. a full-dress four-act 
American Dream. To tell it properly re- 
quires the bold, broad strokes of an 
Horatio Alger. For Frank Costello was 
larger than life. A man for all seasons. 
who started out running rum and wound 
upcontrolling America's consciousness. 

The tiny and impoverished village of 


It was wholesale bribery 
of the Coast Guard that 
made Frank’s fleet 
profitable for so many 
years. 


Lauropoli, Italy, was founded in the year 
1776, the same year as the United States, 
and it had its very own constitution: 
“Anyone who has trouble with justice, or 
is wanted by the law, is free to come and 
live in the new town of Lauropoli, where 
he and his family will have a nice house, 
work and full protection” An apt stage 
for Francesco Castiglia to make his en- 
trance, and he had the good sense to be 
bor there in 1891, at the height of Lau- 
ropoli’s poverty boom. The event was not 
reported in the New York Times, though 
his death was considered front-page 
news in 1973. In the years between, Frank 
lived an interesting and exciting life, 
marked chiefly by hard work and the 
tendency of his friends and family to 
succumb to theunfortunatediseaseoflead 
poisoning. However, Frank soon had lots 
of nice money to compensate him for 


these bereavements. 

When he and his mother arrived in 
New York in 1896, however, they went 
promptly to church to thank St. Francis 
for their safe delivery. Then they took the 
subway uptown to East Harlem where 
Frank lived with his parents, brother and 


four sisters for the next 20 years. As the 
young Castiglia twig was bent into man- 
hood, Frank found his way into the gang- 
land that composed New York's colorful 
immigrant underworld. Jewish and Irish 
gangs dominated the West Side and 
Lower East Side, later the home of Flower 
Power: the Germans of Yorkville swore 
eternal fidelity to beer, McKinley and the 
Kaiser. in that order, and Frank's 
neighborhood was the turf of the Black 
Hand, the Unione Siciliane, and the Arti- 
choke King—Ciro Terranova, the vege- 
table tycoon whose iron grip on the city's 
groceries, fruit markets and restaurants 
attracted Frank with his early love of 
power play and easy money. He began 
running errands and collecting rent for 
Terranova before 1910 and was still on 
friendly terms with him in the 1930s, 
when Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia decided 
to put the Artichoke King out of business 
by declaring artichokes illegal in New 
York. Those were the good old days. 
Equally important in young Frank's 
mental environment were the local Irish 
pols and ward-heelers who ferried be- 
tween East Harlem and Tammany Hall 
with graft, favors and bankrolls the size 
of your foot. Frank ran errands for them 
too, and learned in return the gladhand- 
ing, doubledealing techniques that were 
stand him in good stead as a gangland 
“peacemaker” who eventually earned the 
title “Prime Minister of the Underworld” 


nter Prohibition. In this chapter we 
| ine Frank on the side of a good 


cause for the first time in his life. 

American drinkers who were 
deprived of their liquor by the Volstead 
Act of 1921 rightly saw themselves as the 
“most oppressed” people in the world, 
and they enthusiastically embraced 
freedom fighters like Al Capone, Dutch 
Schultz and above all Frank Costello. So 
much illegal liquor entered the United 
States during the 1920s that it is impossi- 
ble to credit Frank with all of it, but he 
certainly invented the businesslike type 
of bootlegging that maximized profits 
while guaranteeing the consumera drink 
that was clearly a cut above the white- 
lightning bathtub gin of the period. 

Frank's partners were notorious: his 
first bankroll came from gambler Arnold 
Rothstein. who fixed the 1919 World 
Series and dominated U.S. crime until hit 
death by murder in 1928, and “Big Bil 
Dwyer. a front man who also owned the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. But it was Frank who 
created the business structure for their 
joint venture. 

Now. most of the bootleggers of the day 
were haphazard racketeers who simply 
hijacked their liquor from,government 
warehouses and from each other; some 
simply chartered boats and trusted their 
luck: many who opened their own clan- 
destine breweries and distilleries were 
amateurs who blinded many customers 

(continued on page 76) 
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By Ma and Pa Kettle 


The harvest is in. Some of the crops are putup for 
winter; others are still drying in the warm Indian- 
summer sun. The frostis not yet on the pumpkin— 
the weathe: fine —but summer's workis done, 
and now it’s time to sit back and relax andreap the 
rewards mother nature has put in our picnic basket. 

Your fall feast, the best picnic of the year, may 
feature apples grown in your ownback yard, a 
cheese from ups' 
that doesn’t like to grow old) from across the 
Atlantic, and herbs that testify to the bounty of the 
harvest across the broad Pacific. But whatever you 
pack fora rompthrough the verdant hills and dales 
g with the first flaming sparks of autumnal 
foliage, it will be the best of the year, havingenjoyed 
the full blessings of the glorious summer sun. 

And so, as the flaming orb moves toward its 
rendezvous with the equinox, let us burn the best 
herbs in our harvest baskets in sympathy with our 
star, who burns brightest now, but will soon 
disappear. And when our fire dies, then the thou 
part begins. B 
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Frank Costello, Father of 
Modern Smuggling 


(continued from page 72) 

with wood alcohol or poisoned them 
with putrid rat meat used to give their 
ersatz liniments the appearance and dis- 
tinctive bouquet of 12-year-old Scotch. 
Much of what was drunk as “liquor” 
during the Prohibition era might as well 
have been gasoline. but Frank's dedica- 
tion to methodical smuggling made it 
possible to bring in the real McCoy 
(named, as a matter of fact. after Captain 
Bill McCoy). According to George Wolf. 
Costello's attorney for 30 years. "Frank's 
operation was organized exactly like a 
corporation, with departments and staffs 
for all phases of the business. Not that 
these departments weren't unusual 
Operating out of an office Frank leased at 
405 Lexington Avenue. the business” had 
a traffic department. a distribution 
department. a corruption department to 
handle bribery. a defense department to 
cope with rivals and even an intelligence 
department to keep an eye on what 
prohibition enforcement agencies were 
doing” Alll they needed was a Minister of 
Education! 

During Prohibition. American know- 
how produced as many ways to smuggle 
liquor as there are to have sex. Booze 
crossed borders in hollow legs. in hollow 
eggs. on the backs of pack animals and in 
the packs of families on camping trips. 
Pipelines underneath the Great Lakes 
pumped in Canadian whiskey. and gun- 
boats fired torpedoes full of moonshine at 
the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. And 
although the predominant point of entry 
was the million-mile-long Canadian 
border. the most glamorous and 
notorious smugglers’ alley was Rum 
Row. stretching from Delaware to Long 
Island Sound, where Captain Bill “The 
Real McCoy” McCoy. Frank Costello and 
anyone else with a boat and a gun, had a 
lark dodging the Coast Guard to make 
millions with liquor from Nassau. Bimini 
and every other spit of land in the Atlan- 
tic Ocean that could be used for 
transshipping. 

In these ports, the bottle would be 
packed into “hams” —burlap bags full of 
straw to prevent breakage. Cargo ships 
would carry the hams to Rum Row. 
where contact boats would ferry the 
booze to shore. Then the freight was 
carried to warehouses where it was doc- 
tored—one part Scotch. one part grain 
alcohol and three parts water—and sent 
on its merry way. Hijackers abounded 
at every point, but the very nice money 
involved made it a not unpleasant busi- 
ness to be in 

n the early days. from 1920 to 1924, the 
ees Coast Guard with its 


vintage fleet of Spanish-American 
War tanks and tubs, stood little 
chance of overpowering the smugglers 
they were supposed to chase. As a result, 


76 


Rum Row soon acquired the reputation 
as a party spot. Harold Waters, a Coast 
Guardsman who served in the Interna- 
tional Ice Patrol at the time. later 
reminisced 


Rum Row quickly developed a 
community life of its own. Fresh 
provisions were brought out from 
shore every day, along with the 
morning and evening newspapers. 
For entertainment. to keep their 
crews from getting bored, the big- 
ger ships featured happy hours. 
impromptu concerts graced by 
paid entertainers from shore. 
‘There was also dancing on the 
main deck of evenings and no lack 
of dance partners. mostly girls who 
came out just for kicks; later they 
would brag to their more sedate 
shoreside sisters of having danced 
with swashbuckling partners 
offshore. Music was provided by 
paid orchestras. 

Call girls from New York City. 
Cape May. Atlantic City, Wild- 
wood and other ports always con- 
sidered it a signal honor to be 
“invited” out to Rum Row. where 
they received double the shoreside 
price for their favors, as well as 
what was quaintly called a haz- 
ard bonus 


Waters remembers seeing ships flying 
the flag on national holidays— including 
the King’s Birthday and Bastille Day. 
since many of the cargo ships were 
British or French. Sightseeing boats were 
more common on Rum Row than Coast 
Guard cutters in hot pursuit. 

Costello made an early reconnaisance 
and discovered the rocky subarctic island 
of St. Pierre. off Newfoundland. popula- 
tion 300. the last French possession in the 
New World north of Devil's Island. 
Sometime in 1921, Frank traveled to St. 
Pierre and struck a deal with its mayor. 
The details are not known, but Frank's 
business brought millions of dollars to 
the tiny island, where he is remembered 
to this day with greater reverence and 
awe than Jesus Christ. 

From St. Pierre, Frank's cargo ships 
would make their way to Rum Row. 
staying carefully tuned to the Coast 
Guard radio channel—not for in- 
telligence on antismuggler movements. 
but for weather reports and iceberg news. 
At Rum Row. they would transfer their 
cargo to skiffs. scows and launches 
equipped with war-surplus Liberty Ship 
engines that could easily outrun the 
Coast Guard fleet of icebreakers and sal- 
vage ships. This was seldom necessary. 
however, as Frank and Big Bill Dwyer 
took the precaution of buying off the 
Coast Guard. The speed was more im- 
portant in outrunning hijackers. who 
resorted to dastardly tricks like shooting 
at the rumrunners. posing as Coast Guard 


ships. and otherwise wreaking havoc. 
The whole journey took about two days 
if the weather was nice. but more often a 
week or longer when the seas were 
choppy. as they frequently are in the 
North Atlantic. The longer a rumrunner 
stayed at sea, the greater risk he orshe ran 
of the crew breaking into the cargo and 
demolishing it orally. This frequent oc- 
currence was the great plague of Rum 
Row, and many bootlegging skippers 
took vows of temperance after thirstily 
sampling their own wares and tumbling 
into the water as a result. 

‘To help his skippers. Frank devised 
ingenious codes. For instance. the skip- 
pers of cargo ships carried the torn halves 
of dollar bills which the skippers of the 
contact boats had to match before he 
would let them on board. Bills of various 
denominations were used to separate 
cargo ships, contact boats. and paid-off 
Coast Guard commanders. The Coast 
Guard also used semaphore and systems 
of blinking lights to inform ships that 
they were cleared to pass, or to inform 
them of other Coast Guard craft in the 
area which had not been paid off. For 
contingencies like these, Costello sent 
along bagmen with several thousand dol- 
lars in cash to persuade the Coast Guard's 
able seamen to cooperate. Occasionally 
the bagmen would augment their worth 
by permitting themselves to be hi- 
jacked, bought off and released to deal 
with Frank as best they could, but those 
who stayed around soon found this to be 
an unhealthy practice. 

Frank's corruption of the Coast Guard 
was the most massive wholesaling of 
federal services to a private citizen in all 
of recorded history. At its worst in 1923. 
Frank Costello commanded more naval 
power than the Royal Admiralty at the 
height of the British Empire. Nor did the 
Coast Guard stop at ignoring his ac- 
tivities (with an occasional bust for ap- 
pearances’ sake). They provided safe 
passage for Costello convoys. performed 
rescue duty on sinking Costello rumrun- 
ners. and frequently helped with the off- 
loading. Seaman Harold Waters states 
that a good many Coast Guarders were 
not above taking a drink of bootlegger's 
whiskey. either: ice patrol around St 
Pierre, his mates were frequently stood 
drinks by the affable rummies. However. 
the luckiest drinkers of the period were 
the bathers and beach fanciers who fre- 
quently found hundreds of bottles of 
Scotch mingling at their waists with 
other aquatic life forms. 

Eventually the government succeeded 
in extending the three-mile coastal limit 
to 12 miles, making it more difficult for 
the speedboats to make their runs. As 
early as 1921. the Hovering Vessels Act 
enabled the Coast Guard to board ships 
flying foreign flags on the high seas on 
suspicion of smuggling. but many Coast 

(continued on page 136) 
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HER IS LISTENING 


An ear-burning exposé of Ma Bell’s Private CIA By George O’Toole 


here is a crime so heinous that 

merely to be suspected of it is 

legalgrounds for thew iretap) 
of your telephone without a warrant. 
Your every telephone conversation will 
be tape recorded for as long as it takes 
to establish your guilt or innocence. If 
no evidence against you is overheard, 
you will never know that your privacy 
was violated. If your telephone conver- 
sations indicate you are guilty of this 
crime, there will be a knock on your 
door. It won't be the police, the FBI, the 
CIA or any official law enforcement 
agency, for the law does not grant them 


this kind of power over a person sus- 
pected of this crime. The people on the 
other side of the door will be from one 
of the most powerful private police 
forces in the country—the telephone 
company cops. And the crime they are 
empowered by law to investigate 
through wholesale warrantless wire- 
tapping is not murder, kidnapping, es- 
pionage or treason; it is telephone 
fraud—cheating Ma Bell out of a dime. 
Title III of the Omnibus Crime Con- 
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968-the 
federal wiretapping law gives the tele- 
phone company carte blanche to eaves- 
Copyright © 1978 by George Oodle 


drop on its customers, so long as such 
listening can be fitted under either of 
the broad headings, “rendition of tele- 
phone service,” or “protection of the 
rights or property" of the telephone 
company. The definition of those terms 
is left entirely to the telephone cops, 
since there is no legal requirement even 
to notify the courts or the official police 
that such a tap has been installed. If 
you suspected the telephone company 
or anyone else of cheating you, and you 
went out and tried a little wiretapping 
to see if you could prove it, you would 
be subject to $10,000 fine in 5 years 
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the slammer. But if the telephone cops 
think you may be trying to fiddle a few 
free phone calls, they have the legal right 
to stick their ears into every facet of your 
private life you may happen to discuss on 
the phone. That tells you a little about the 
difference between you and Ma Bell. 
There are more than 1,800 telephone 
companies in the United States, some 
with homey American names like the 
Farmers’ Mutual Cooperative Telephone 
Company. the Yell County ‘Telephone 
Company. and the William Butts Tele- 
phone Company. But 83 percent of the 
national telephone system is owned by 
the Bell System—the 24 affiliates and 
subsidiary companies of the American 
Telephone and Telegraph company — 
known affectionately as Ma Bell, AT&T 
is a government-sanctioned monopoly 
that does $30 billion worth of business 
annually. It provides its customers with 
the best telephone service in the world. 
Just because it works so well, the 
Americans take for granted a degree of 
efficiency and reliability in their tele- 
phone system that is unknown through- 
out most of the world. Even in much of 
Europe the phone service is sluggish and 
uncertain, while in most of Asia and 
Latin America the telephone systems 
resemble a pair of tin cans and a piece of 
string, compared to our domestic prod- 
uct. Within the U.S. there are over 120 
million telephones spread out among the 
50 states. and any one of them can be 
connected to any other in a matter of 
seconds. and ata reasonable price. Few of 
the goodies that come from the cor- 
nucopia of American industry can claim 
to offer the consumer such unalloyed 
blessings as the telephone. It doesn't give 
you cancer, rot your teeth or weaken your 
mind. Itisan indispensible comfort to the 
old person who must live alone and the 
lovers who must live apart. They know 
they can depend on it, and even if they 
are among Ma Bell's harshest critics, they 
have to admit she must be doing some- 
thing right. But Big Mama has lately been 
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caught doing her babies wrong. And the 
wrong always involves. in one way or 
another, the telephone cops. 


here is no question that the tele- 
T phone company needsits own se- 
curity force; any business thathas 
to leave boxes full of money unattended 
on streetcorners has special problems in 
this department. Ripping off pay tele- 
phones may seem like a nickel and dime 
racket, but some professional thieves spe- 
cialize in it, learning to pick coin box 
locks swiftly and unobtrusively. They set 
up phony laundromat and vending ma- 
chine businesses to turn the silver into 
long green without attracting suspicion 
from bank tellers. An experienced coin 
box artist who works steadily and doesn’t 
get caught can collect $100,000 per year 

Beyond safeguarding the billions of 
dollars in company assets sprinkled 
around the country. the telephone cops 
are also responsible for protecting tele- 
phone customers. A wide assortment of 
baddies. ranging from extortionists to 
perverts. use the telephone to prey on the 
Public, and the telephone cops do a nec- 
essary job in helping the official police 
catch them. But the telephone cops also 
have the task of protecting the telephone 
customer from wiretappers. and this is a 
circumstance of exquisite irony: if your 
telephone has ever been tapped. the odds 
are well over a thousand to one that it 
‘was the telephone cops who tapped it 

While no one knows how many illegal 
wiretaps are placed by suspicious 
spouses. industrial spies or political dir- 
ty-tricksters. telephone repairmen turn 
up about 200 of them each year in the 
normal course of maintaining the lines. 
or in response to an annual deluge of 
10,000 complaints from suspicious tele- 
phone subscribers. Another five or six 
hundred wiretaps are annually installed 
by federal. state or local police armed 
with legitimate court orders. But the 
telephone cops. during the only five-year 
period for which statistics are available. 
listened in without a single warrant on 
1.8 million telephone conversations, os- 
tensibly for the purpose of apprehending 
toll cheats. 

Telephone toll cheating, for those who 
may not know. is a species of electronic 
larceny invented some years ago by a 
group of people who call themselves 

“phone phreaks" The phone 
phreaks discovered that the Bell 
System was converting to a 
network of complex electronic 
switching exchanges. The new 


exchanges operate through a set of audi- 
ble tones transmitted over the telephone 
lines. The phreaks’ key discovery was 
that one particular tone—2.600 cycles per 
second—can be used to gain access to the 
long distance lines without leaving any 
record that might result in a toll charge. 
‘To take advan tage of this fact. the phreaks 
devised a little instrument that became 
known as “the blue box.” The device. 
which is about the size of a small transis- 
tor radio and has a set of buttons similar 
to a push-button telephone. is used to 
produce the series of tones necessary to 
make a toll-free call to almost any tele- 
phone in the world. Less common. but 
still very popular among phone phreaks 
is “the black box." a device that can be 
attached to one’s phone to permit incom- 
ing toll calls to be received without 
charge to the calling party—a sort of do- 
it-yourself WATS line. 

‘The phone phreaks' underground is 
comprised of individuals, mostly young. 
possessed of two distinctly American 
traits: technical ingenuity and a loathing 
of the telephone company. Banded to- 
gether as "The Technological American 
Party.” they publish their own technical 
journal. TAP full of how-to-do-it infor- 
mation and hold an annual convention in 
New York. The convention is well at- 
tended by the telephone cops. as well as 
the phreaks: the former bring along cam- 
eras and the latter bring along masks. 

William Caming. attorney for AT&T. 
last year told a House subcommittee that 
toll fraud has cost the Bell System about 
one million dollars since the blue and 
black boxes were first introduced back in 
the 1960s. But to whatever extent this 
figure includes long distance dialing by 
the phone phreaks. it is deceptively in- 
flated. Electronic toll fraud doesn’t, take 
money out of Ma Bell's pockets. it just 
avoids putting any in. Typical phone 
phreaks’ toll calls are not ones they 
would have made and paid for anyway, 
even if they didn’t have their blue boxes. 
Phone phreaks call the U.S. Embassy in 
Moscow to ask. “What's happening?” or 
the guard shack outside Buckingham Pal- 
ace to inquire, “How's the weather over 
there?" If phone phreaks call ac- 
quaintances in Sydney, Australia, they 
usually have only one thing to say: "I just 
ripped off Ma Bell!” 

‘The real problem for the phone com- 
pany is not the phone phreaks, but the 
heavy toll users who invest in a blue or 


black box to reduce their phone bills. The 
telephone cops say it happens all the 
time: within the last few months they 
have accused singer Lainie Kazan, actor 
(“Love That") Bob Cummings and inter- 
national wheeler-dealer Bernie Cornfeld 
of blue box bunco. 

To trap the toll cheats, the telephone 
cops have come up with a new electronic 
gadget of their own, The device scans 
telephone lines in search of the tell-tale 
2.600- cycle tone the blue box uses to 
sneak into the long-distance lines When- 
ever that frequency is heard by the de- 
vice. the telephone line is automatically 
tapped—or, as the telephone cops prefer 
toputit, “monitored"—and the conversa- 
tion is tape recorded. However, 2.600 
cycles is well within the range of human 
speech, and the telephone cops’ elec- 
tronic trap often snaps shut on the fully 
paid-up conversations of solid citizens. 
Of the 18 million calls taped by the 
device during a five-year period, it is 
certain that 700,000 did not involve fraud. 
In fact. in less than two percent of the 
conversations the telephone cops eaves- 
dropped on was there any legal proof that 
ablue or black box was in use. 

Last year an attorney for AT&T, 
William Caming appeared before the 
National Wiretap Commission, a select 
panel appointed by Congress and the 
president to review the effectiveness of 
the federal wiretapping laws. The tele- 
phone company lawyer resisted the sug- 

estion of Justice Department officials 

james Reynolds. attorney for the crimi- 
nal division of the US. Department of 
Justice, and Anthony J.P Farris, the for- 
mer US. attorney for the Southern Dis- 
trict of Texas) that the law be changed to 
require telephone cops to obtain court 
orders before tapping someone's phone. 
just like every other police force. That 
wouldn't work. he testified. for the simple 
reason that in most cases of suspected 
toll fraud, the telephone cops wouldn't 
have enough evidence to get a warrant if 
they needed one. In other words. the 
telephone cops wouldn't be able to do 
their job if they were forced to play 
according to the rules. and 

the telephone company's right 
to collect its dimes transcends 
the right of thousands of inno- 


to converse in private. 
The commission went 
along with the telephone 
company and made no 
recommendation that 
the law be changed. 
‘The telephone cops’ 
0 big deal” atti- 


tude toward warrantless wiretapping is 
only a reflection of Ma Bell's generally 
blas¢ approach to customer privacy. Tele- 
phone company employees are no more 
scandalized by the prospect of listening 
in on someone's private chat than the 
groundskeeperat a nudist camp would be 
shocked by the sight of naked flesh. 
Christina Huggins, a former Pacific Tele- 
phone Company operator recently re- 
vealed that company technicians work- 
ing in telephone switching centers 
search the lines until they find an inter- 
esting conversation—especially one in 
which the topic is sex—and switch it to 
the loudspeaker for the enjoyment of 
their fellow employees. One woman em- 
ployee, Mrs. Cheryl Crouse. heard the 
voice of her husband on the loudspeaker 
making a date with another woman. He 
may have been cheating on her. but he 
wasn’t cheating Ma Bell. 

More than ten percent of Ma Bell's 
customers pay a monthly charge to the 
telephone company to keep it from list- 
ing or otherwise giving out their tele- 
phone numbers. But a small Los Angeles 
newspaper. the Los Angeles Vanguard, 
recently discovered that Pacific Tele- 
phone and Telegraph—a Bell System 
company—routinely handed over un- 
listed numbers to the IRS, the FBI. the 
CIA. the armed services. the police, the 
governor's office and a host of other 
agencies including the US. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Two California tele- 
phone customers have filed a class action 
suit, demanding the company refund the 
unlisted number charges to the 1.3 mil- 
lion customers who mistakenly thought 
Ma Bell would respect their privacy. 

‘The privacy of telephone customers’ 
toll records is another area in which the 
telephone company is sometimes less 
than scrupulous, The detailed list of the 
numbers you call, the date and time you 
called them and how long you talked — 
form a revealing index of whom you 
know and what you're up to. Reporters 

‘who do most of their information- 
gathering on the telephone 
have especially 


fascinating toll records, and the FBI, the 
TRS and other government agencies show 
a keen interest in getting a look at them. 
Toll records are not covered by federal 
wiretapping laws or other statutes, so 
telephone company employees are free 
to hand them over to any cop who asks 
for them, which is what they often did 
until recently. Since 1974 itis Bell System 
policy to require a subpoena, except in 
the case of the FBI, which is still given 
the records on the strength of a simple 
written request bearing the signature of 
the FBI Director. 

Advances in surveillance technology 
have reduced the need for the police to go 
to the phone company for toll records. A 
device known as a “telephone decoder." 
or “pen register” collects the same infor- 
mation when it's attached to the custom- 
e's telephone line. The instrument 
makes a paper tape record of the number 
you call, the date and time you called it 
and the length of the call, and it does this 
for local calls as well as the long distance 
calls that would ordinarily show up on 
your toll record. One model of the tel 
phone decoder, manufactured by a cor 
pany called Voice Identification. In 
seems to have been designed for use by 
the telephone cops; the paper tape also 
shows whether the 2,600 cycle blue box 
tone was overheard during the call. Be- 
cause the device does not actually record 
the telephone conversation. it is not 
covered by the federal wiretap laws, and 
can be used by official and private police 
without a court order. The telephone 
cops, of course, would not need a warrant 
to use it even if the device were consid- 
ered to be a wiretap. 

The unrestricted power of the tele- 
phone cops to wiretap puts them in a 
position to do favors for official police- 
men who want to tap someone's phone 
but can't quite establish “probable cause” 
to obtain a court order. The telephone 
company often recruits its security 
agents from among the ranks of retired 
policemen and former FBI agents, so if a 
police officer doesn’t know a telephone 


cop personally. he probably knows an- 
other policeman who does. The smooth 
operation of this Old Boy Network is 
illustrated by the March 1975 disclosure 
of the association of the Chesapeake and 
Potomac Telephone Company's Security 
Office and the Baltimore Police Depart- 
ment's Vice Squad. 

Whenever a vice squad officer sus- 
pected that a house or apartment was 
being used for illegal gambling. he would 
get the telephone number of the resi- 
dence and turn it over to a retired police 
officer, identified only as "Captain Burns” 
who worked for the telephone company. 
According to the testimony of former 
vice squad officer George Guest, the re- 
tired cop would arrange to have the tele- 
phone cops tap the line and listen in for a 
few days. Afterward he would get back to 
the officer and let him know if anything 
had been heard on the line to confirm his 
suspicions. If so, the officer would apply 
for a search warrant, listing “a reliable 
informant” as the source of his informa- 
tion. One imaginative officer dreamed up 
a more elaborate explanation of how he 
came to learn of the illegal gambling. He 
claimed that the suspect was sitting next 
to him on a park bench when a dog 
jumped into the man’s lap, knocking to 
the ground a bag full of lottery slips he 
was carrying. One officer later testified, 
“Some of the Vice affidavits were like 
reading Grimm's Fairy Tales.” 


Southwestern Bell. recently re- 
vealed that, “In the past ten years, 
the Bell System has upgraded its security 
force, doubling it in size and hiring FB 
types who are used to using wiretaps.” 
But the telephone cops don't all belong to 
a single, giant police force. All Bell Sys- 
tem companies and a few of the larger 
independent telephone companies have 
their own security departments. The uni- 
fying organization that unofficially links 
most of these security forces is the So- 
ciety of Former Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation—the FBI 
agents’ alumni club. The Society, which 
has been described by one former agent 
as “Hoover's Loyal Legion.” consists of 
some 5,000 gung-ho ex-agents, about half 
of the total number of former FBI agents. 
The Society's membership has included 
such distinguished peace officers as: 
Robert Maheu. the Las Vegas private eye 
and Howard Hughes henchman who 
allegedly helped recruit Mafia hit men 
for the CIA's attempts to assassinate Fidel 
Castro; the late William Harvey. an alum- 
nus of both the FBI and the CIA, also 
involved in the abortive Castro hits; 
George Wackenhut. president of the rent- 
a-cop service that bears his name and 
director of Florida Governor Claud Kirk's 
private police force back in the 1960s; 
Arthur Hanes. a former segregationist 
mayor of Birmingham, Alabama, and 
defense attorney for the Ku Klux Klan 
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J amesH. Ashley. a former official of 


A High Times Guide 
to Licensed Wiretappers 


Dates of 

Agent's Name Title Location FBIService 
jo 
Telephone Company: American Telephone and Telegraph Company 
Joseph F Doherty Directorof GorporateSecurity | New York,NY. | 1949-54 
Other Bell System Companies 
‘New England Telephone and Telegraph Company 
Paul]. Brestin General Security Manager Boston, Mass. 1950-56 
Jobn}.McGillicuddy | Security Representative Boston, Mass. 1932-88 
Bell Telephone Company of Pennsylvania 
William H. Naylor Security Supervisor Philadelphia, Pa. | 1940-63 
Chesapeake and Potomac'Telephone Company 
PaulG. Travers: ‘Special Representative Washington, D.C, | 1935-62 
Southern Bell Telephone and Telegraph Company 
Roger H. Allred General Security Manager Charlotte, N.C. 1952-58. 
William R. Cathey State Security Manager Nashville, Tenn. 1954-60 
James T Duncan Division Security Manager Jacksonville. Fla. 1952-54 
Edward L. Hill ‘Security Supervisor Macon, Ga. 1966-71 
J,Donald Jones Security Representative Macon, Ga. 1969-72 
‘Theodore A. King General Security Manager Atlanta, Ga. 1954-60 
Paul], Leslie, Je Security Representative Macon, Ga. 1970-73 
Glynn Martin ‘Security Representative Atlanta, Ga. 1968-71 
Gerald E. McDaniel, Jr | Division Security Atlanta, Ga. 1965-69 
‘Supervisor 

Jerry D. Roseberry Security Representative Atlanta, Ga. 1968-70 
Clark FStone Security Representative Allanta.Ga. 1989-72 
Gary B Sullivan Security Representative Atlanta, Ga. 1959-62 
South Central Bell Telephone Company 
‘TChandler Josey State Security Manager Birmingham, Ala, | 1954-59 
Howard H. Rice Division Seourity Supervisor | Montgomery. Ala | 1963-69 
Illinois Bell Telephone Company. 
Jerome F Taylor Staff Supervisor Chicago. IIL 1947-49 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Company 
Robert A. Frink General Security Supervisor ‘Omaha, Neb. 1947-52 
Southwestern Bell Teleghone Company 
James ET Garner Security Manager ‘Topeka, Kans 1962-66 
JamesA.Handloser | Security Manager Little Rock, Ark. | 1956~64 
James W. Hervey Security Manager Oklahoma City, Ok. | 1960-62 
Billy D. Hubbard Security Supervisor Houston, Tex. 1964-69 
*William|.Jonas.Jr. | Security Manager San Antonio, Tex. | 1962-65 
Edwin P McKaskel Security Manager Kansas City, Mo. 1962-65 
Richard L. Schultz Security Manager ‘Topeka, Kans, 1960-65 
“Jerry L-Slaughter Security Manager Houston, Tex. 1957-62 
T. Edward Umphres. ‘Security Manager ‘St. Louis, Mo. 1951-59 
“James M. Vaughan, Jt | Security Manager Dallas, Tex. 1955-65 
“Robert K. Wimmer Security Supervisor Lubbock. Tex. 1963-68 
“William L. Wray Security Supervisor Fort Worth. Tex. | 1961-66 
*Carlton C. Wright, Jr. Division Security Supervisor Dallas, Tex. 1967-70 
Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph Company 
Glenn H. Bethel General SecuritySupervisor | Denver. Colo. 1935-61 


“Formerly held commissions as Special Texas Rangers 


Location 


Pacific Northwestern Bell Telephone Company 


Clifford F Arney. Jr. Manager 

Gordon A. Fraing Security Supervisor 
Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company 
Sam B Beasley ChiefSpecial Agent 
United Telephone Company 

Otho A. Ezell Security Director 
William |, Quinn Security Director 
General Telephone Company 

Edwin}. Lange Security Investigator 


General Telephone Company of California 


William D. Griffith Security Director 
General Telephone Gompany of Florida 

John R. Brett Security Manager 
JamesE. Hicks Security Investigator 
Herbert. Mason Special Agent 

Robert C. Rose Security Investigator 
Robert L, Stromberg Division Special Agent 
General Telephone Gompany of Indiana 
Charles K. Corbett Security Director 
General Telephone Company of Kentucky 
Barry W.Ryan ‘Security Director 


General Telephone Gompany of Michigan 
Phillip Endres Director of Security 


General Telephone Company of Ohio 
James A. Moore ‘Security and Internal 
Audit Director 


General Telephone Company of Pennsylvania 


Herman€.Littlejohn | Security Director 
John R. Shay Security Agent 
W.Court Soloff Security Manager 


General Telephone Company of the Southwest 
George H. Castleman, Jr | Security Agent 


KennethE.Commons | Security Director 
John E.Daitey Security Agent 
General Telephone Company of the Southeast 
HoraceS, Hallett Director of Security 
Virgil T Russ Security Agent 
General Telephone Company of the Northwest 
Oliver T. Mansfield Security Director 
Richard L. Ryman Security Agent 


Renton, Wash. 
Seattle, Wash. 


San Jose, Ca. 


Non-Bell System Telephone Companies 


Fort Myers, Fla. 
Overland Park, 
Kans. 


‘Muskegon, Mich, 


Santa Monica, Ca, 


Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Lexington, Ky. 


Muskegon, Mich. 


‘Marion, Ohio 


San Angelo, Tex 


Durham, NC. 
Dothan, Ala. 


Everett, Wash. 
Everett, Wash. 


1962-67 
1951-72 


1940-46 


1939-69 


1951-72 


1951-72 


1942-73 


1937-85 


1965-68 


1969-71 


1962-63 


1942-66 
1952-73 
1986-70 


1965-70 
1941-61 
1949-73 


1935-65 
1970-71 


1981-68 
1952-59 


The Society's Executive Services 
Committee functions as a clearing house 
for toy level private security jobs. insur- 
ing wherever possible that such openings 
are filled by loyal FBI alumni, The com- 
pany affiliations of the members reads 
like the Fortune 500 list of major Amer- 
ican companies. Former special agents 
hold down senior security positions in 
virtually every major oi! company, air- 
line, automobile manufacturer, aerospace 
manufacturer and bank in the country. 
‘The telephone company security depart- 
mentsare particularly well represented. 

Of the 665 security officers who work 
for Bell System telephone companies. at 
least 76 are former FBI agents. and most 
of these ex-agents are in management 
positions. Joseph Doherty. AT&T's Cor- 
porate Security Director and architect of 
the massive wiretapping program that 
recorded 1.8 million private telephone 
conversations. is a member of the Society. 
Senior security executives of New Eng- 
land Telephone and Telegraph. Bell Tele- 
phone of Pennsylvania. Northwest Bell. 
Mountain States Telephone and Tele- 
graph, Pacific Northwest Bell and Pacific 
‘Telephone and Telegraph are also mem- 
bers of Hoover's Loyal Legion. South 
Central Bell's security manager for the 
state of Alabama is one of three ex-agents 
who hold senior posts in that Bell System 
subsidiary. Thirteen Society members 
work for Southern Bell, including two 
General Security Managers. two Division 
Security Supervisors and the security 
manager for the state of Tennessee. 
Southwestern Bell also boasts 13 Society 
members. all with the title of security 
manager or security supervisor and scat- 
tered throughout Texas. Oklahoma, Mis- 
souri, Arkansas and Kansas. 

The independent telephone com- 
panies are not completely lacking in 
representation in the Society of Former 
Special Agents. General Telephone and 
Electronics—which controls 10 million 
of the 17 million telephones outside the 
Bell System—employs 28 Loyal Legion- 
naires including the security directors of 
its subsidiaries in California, Florida, In- 
diana, Kentucky. Michigan. Ohio. Penn- 
sylvania and General Telephone of the 
Southwest. United Telephone—with 2.5 
million non-Bell phones—claims only 
two. its security directors in Florida and 
the Midwest. 

To suggest that the high concentration 
of ex-FBE agents among the telephone 
cops represents a conscious plan to facili- 
tate illegal wiretapping by the Bureau 
might earn one the title of “conspiracy 
theorist” Let’s just say it's an interesting 
coincidence that, in the words of one 
former FBI eavesdropping specialist, FBL 
wiretappers “find convenient” 

‘The line separating the telephone cops 
from the official police is nowhere thin- 
ner than in Texas, where Southwestern 
Bell's security department seems to be 
the local headquarters of the police Old 
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Boy Network. Of the 44 security agents in 
the department. 15 are former FBI agents. 
Until recently. six of the ex-agents and 
three other telephone cops held commis- 
sions as Special Texas Rangers. giving 
them almost the same arrest and firearms 
powers as the regular Rangers: in Janu- 
ary 1975. the six lost their commissions 
as the ranks of Special Rangers were 
depleted in the wake of an attack by a 
group of state legislators and the Texas 
Civil Liberties Union. In Houston. South- 
western Bell hired 300 local policemen to 
moonlight as security guards at tele- 
phone company buildings in the area in 
the early 1970s. Bell also hired Deputy 
Police Chief W.L. Williams and M. L. 
Joe” Singleton, the head of the Police 
Department's Criminal Intelligence Divi- 
sion, to work part-time managing the off- 
duty cops. 

Southwestern Bell's telephone cops set 
up a special service called "Law Enforce- 
ment Liaison” which hands over to the 
police information about telephone sub- 
scribers. The service does a brisk busi- 
ness answering 10.000 police inquiries 
annually. Many of these requests simply 
involve matching a customer's name and 
address to a telephone number turned up 
by a police investigation. but Law En- 
forcement Liaison also releases unlisted 
numbers and toll record information to 
the cops. In the face of considerable 
evidence to the contrary. Southwestern 
Bell denies that the service also gives the 
cops “cable and pair” data. information 
that is almost essential to installing an 
illegal wiretap. 

The cord running from your telephone 
to the wall contains a pair of wires that 
connect the instrument to the central 
exchange. which may be several miles 
away. After it leaves the immediate 
vicinity of your house. apartment or 
office. the wire pair converges with oth- 
ers coming from neighboring telephones. 
Hundreds of wire pairs are carried with- 
in a cable through underground ducts 
and over telephone poles until they final- 
ly terminate in the local exchange 
switching equipment. 

‘The wiretappers who want to put an 
illegal bug in your telephone will proba- 
bly avoid the immediate vicinity of your 
home or office for fear of attracting atten- 
tion and discovery (although some dis- 
guise themselves as company repair 
technicians and pretend to be working on 
the lines). They cannot put on the tap at 
the local telephone exchange: even if 
they could get into the building. the tap 
would soon be detected by one of the 
many maintenance workers there. That 
leaves one alternative: tapping into your 
wire pair in the cable somewhere be- 
tween your home or office and the tele- 
phone exchange. But which cable and 
pair among the hundreds or thousands 
filling the underground ducts and fes- 
tooning the telephone poles? That infor- 
mation can come only from someone 
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with access to the telephone company's 
wiring plans... from someone like a tele- 
phone cop 

The fact that it is often almost impossi- 
ble to place an illegal wiretap without 
receiving cable and pair information 
from someone in the telephone company 
was very much in the mind of Houston 
Police Chief Carrol M. Lynn during his 
recent probe of illegal tapping by officers 
in his department. Chief Lynn was ap- 
pointed by the new. liberal city admin- 
istration of Mayor Fred Hofheinz in 1973. 
Soon after he took office he discovered 
the department had carried out a ten- 
year program of political spying under 
his predecessor. The Criminal Intel- 
ligence Division had compiled thousands 
of dossiers on citizens having no criminal 
records or associates. Most of the indi- 
viduals spied upon were political acti- 
vists of one coloration or another The 
spy files were full of personal informa- 
tion, often including sexual gossip. and 
much of the data could have been ac- 
quired only through wiretapping 

Police in Texas are forbidden to wire- 
tap in any circumstances: court orders 
cannot be issued to legalize wiretapping 


Many of the accusations 
were spelled out 
by one Bell official 
ina suicidenote 
that concluded with 
the warning, “Watergate 
is a gnat compared to the 
Bell System.” 


by the local cops. This curious state of 
aifairs in one of the country’s leading 
law-and-order states results from Texas's 
lack of any state law to regulate wiretap- 
ping. a situation that made the state a 
happy hunting ground for wiretappers 
until 1968. when Congress passed the 
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets 
‘Act. Under the new federal law. local 
police cannot wiretap unless there is a 
state law to regulate their electronic 
eavesdropping: otherwise wiretapping in 
such states is reserved exclusively to 
federal agents with federal court orders. 
Texas will probably remedy this situa- 
tion soon by passing its own wiretap law. 
‘but at the time the Houston cops were 
compiling their spy files. any wiretap- 
ping on their part would have been a 
federal crime. Chief Lynn launched an 
internal investigation to learn how the 
information had been obtained. 

‘The probe disclosed that 62 Houston 
police officers had conducted more than 
a thousand illegal wiretaps during a 
seven-year period. Lynn charged that 
some 200 employees of Southwestern 
Bell had cooperated with the police in the 


illegal tapping. Many police officers in 
Houston and other Texas cities con- 
firmed the charge that the telephone 
company was very cooperative in placing 
illegal taps. A Southwestern Bell spokes- 
person said the company could not deny 
that some of its 14.000 employees might 
have been involved in the illegal wiretap- 
ping, but stressed that this would be a 
violation of company policy and grounds 
for immediate dismissal 

In practice, however. there is little risk 
to the telephone cop who helps the police 
install an illegal wiretap because of the 
security force's autonomy within South- 
western Bell. In a wire service interview. 
the chief telephone security agent in 
Houston, Jerry L. Slaughter. revealed that 
he can demand cable and pair informa- 
tion from other telephone company em- 
ployees on the strength of his simple 
assertion that a court order for wiretap- 
ping exists. He doesn't have to show 
anyone the warrant. and there is no 
system to check his statement. The cable 
and pair information is given to him over 
the phone. so apparently there is no 
written record of the request. According 
to Slaughter. misuse of this power is 
prevented by “my integrity and the integ- 
rity of my co-workers” 

‘The telephone cops’ denials that they 
had cooperated in the illegal tapping 
were not borne out by later developments 
in the case. Several of the Houston cops 
named by Chief Lynn were indicted by a 
federal grand jury. and the testimony 
given in their trials confirmed the police 
chief's charges that Southwestern Bell 
had aided in the tapping. Anthony V. 
Zavala, one of the indicted officers. testi- 
fied that he had received cable and pair 
information from the telephone cops ona 
half dozen occasions. and that South- 
western Bell had also handed him cus- 
tomer toll records without a court order. 

While several Houston police officers 
were convicted of wiretapping last 
March. none of the Southwestern Bell 
telephone cops were brought up on re- 
lated charges. a fact later cited by South- 
western Bell vice-president Charles Mar- 
shall as proof that the charges against the 
telephone company were unfounded. 
But the absence of prosecution of tele- 
phone cops seems to have been a result of 
the FBI's lack of enthusiasm for pursuing 
the matter: Anthony J. P Farris. a former 
federal prosecutor in Houston. says he 
had a lot of trouble getting the local FBI 
field office to take any interest in the case. 
When he finally put his demands for 
action in writing ina letter to the Bureau 
in April of 1874. the field office assigned 
one agent to the case. a sleuth whose 
investigative reports consisted mostly of 
photocopies of newspaper clippings re- 
porting on Chief Lynn's probe. 

The listlessness of the FBI probe of the 
telephone cops may have been caused by 
the fact that those Southwestern Bell 
security officers with the greatest respon- 


sibility for any illegal taps were them- 
selves alumni of the Bureau. Perhaps 
more important was the knowledge that 
any thorough probe of the illegal wire- 
tapping in Texas'would soon lead back to 
the Bureau itself: according to the testi- 
mony of several Houston cops, the local 
FBI office was one of the chief consumers 
of the information gleaned from the taps. 
And ex-officer Anthony Zavala revealed 
that the FBI field office had its own illegal 
taps. presumably installed through the 
cooperation of the telephone cops. The 
Houston police had to take the fall all by 
themselves. 

Not all of those indicted were con- 
victed. however. Nine officers were ac 
quitted by jurors who later told the press. 
“We did not think these were evil men 
Most of us felt we want the police force. 
and that they are hampered enough as it 
is” and "I sincerely believe that they had 
no evil intentions or a bad purpose in 
anything they did” Which may have 
been a particularly bitter pill for Chief 
Carrol Lynn. His resolve that the 
Houston police obey the law made him 
the target of a harassment campaign by 
the Houston Police Officers Association. 
In June 1975. the cops took out a full- 
page newspaper advertisement attacking 
him. and the resultant public pressure 
forced him to resign. That development 
must have cheered the telephone cops 
particularly. for it was Chief Lynn who 
first accused them of illegal wiretapping 


nvestigating individuals who 

make “false allegations” against 

Southwestern Bell is yet another 
task of the telephone cops. according to 
Jerry L. Slaughter. Southwestern Bell's 
chief security man in Houston and a 
former FBI agent and Special Texas 
Ranger Slaughter. in a wire service inter- 
view, cited as examples of such “false 
allegations” recent charges by some 
Southwestern Bell executives that the 
company had been engaged in unfair 
rate-setting. political slush funding. and 
yet more illegal wiretapping. Many of the 
accusations were spelled out by one Bell 
official in a suicide note which con- 
cluded with the warning. “Watergate is a 
gnat compared to the Bell System” 

The Southwestern Bell executive who 
took his own life was TO. Gravitt. the 
$90,000 per year vice-president in charge 
of Texas operations. Shortly after he took 
over that job in 1973, Gravitt was con- 
tacted by his old friend James H. Ashley 
then Southwestern Bell's general com- 
mercial manager. Texas was then the 
only state in the union without a public 
service commission. so it was Ashley's 
job to press for telephone rate increases 
in negotiations with the city councils in 
200 Texas cities. He reportedly told Grav- 
itt that Southwestern Bell was using de- 
ceptive accounting practices to justify its 
demands for inflated telephone rates. 

Gravitt and Ashley began to work for 


reform of Texas rate-setting practices 
within Southwestern Bell. They raised 
the issue with higher officials in the 
company. but their efforts were cut short 
by the telephone cops. who suddenly 
began to investigate “allegations of im- 
propriety” on the part of the two phone 
company executives. 

“Practically every security man in 
Southwestern Bell was on our case.” 
Ashley later said. “I was told the inves- 
tigation was aimed at Gravitt and that 
nothing would happen to me if I cooper- 
ated. Gravitt was told it was an investiga- 
tion of Ashley” 

In fact. the telephone cops seemed out 
to get as much dirt as possible on both 
men. Gravitt learned that more than 150 
company employees had been asked 
whether he had solicited gifts from them 
made passes at women workers or asked 
his subordinates to “fix him up” with 
female companions. On October 17. 1974. 
convinced that both his reputation and 
career were ruined. Gravitt started his car 
inside the closed garage of his Dallas 
home. climbed behind the wheel and 
went tosleep. 

After Gravitt’s body was discovered, 
Southwestern Bell officials descended on 


If your telephone 
has everbeen tapped, 
the odds are 
well over a thousand to 
one that it was the 
telephone cops who 
tapped it. 


the dead executive's home and rifled 
through his papers. A telephone com- 
pany man tried to make off with one of 
the documents, but was caught in the act 
by one of Gravitt's sons. The younger 
Gravitt had discovered that it was his 
father's suicide note. and it was dyna- 
mite. The note charged Southwestern 
Bell with creating a $100,000 slush fund 
by raising the salaries of telephone com- 
pany executives who then “voluntarily” 
contributed the additional money to the 
fund. The slush fund was used for politi- 
cal contributions and other payoffs to 
officials who control Southwestern Bell's 
telephone rates. 

Gravitt’s charges were further elabor- 
ated by James Ashley. who was fired by 
Southwestern Bell after his friend's 
death. Ashley claimed the telephone 
company operates a secret wiretapping 
system to collect financial information 
about some of its largest customers 
Houston. San Antonio. Dallas. Fort 
Worth and Lubbock. He further charged 
that Southwestern Bell used its tele- 
phone cops to eavesdrop on the city 
officials who have the power to approve 


ordeny the company’s rate requests. 

“When I went to a city to negotiate a 
rate increase.” Ashley said, “I knew 
everything there was to know about the 
officials who would lower the rates. How 
much they owed. whom they were sleep- 
ing with. if they could be gotten to.” 

If a city councilman was in financial 
trouble. the telephone company would 
throw some business his way asa favor: if 
that didn’t work. they would pressure 
him through the banks from which he 
had borrowed. 

“If a city official was having an affair 
with some woman” Ashley said. “we 
didn’t have to spell it out for him to get his 
cooperation. All we had to do was ask 
how Mrs. So and So was getting along... 
If we didn't have information on the 
councilman the company would just tap 
a few telephones. Pretty soon we'd know 
everything we needed to know! 
spokespersons for the Bell System 
quickly denied the charges against 
Southwestern Bell. but similar stories 
were unfolding in several other states. 
After reading of Gravitt's suicide note in 
October. 1974, John J. Ryan. former vice- 
president in charge of Southern- Bell 
in North Carolina, reportedly said he had 
administered a political slush fund along 
the same lines as the one described by 
Gravitt and Ashley: some of the money 
was contributed to congressional and 
gubernatorial candidates in the 1972 elec- 
tion. William R. Clark, a member and 
former chairman of the Missouri Public 
Service Commission. resigned after the 
April 1975 disclosure that he had been a 
guest of Southwestern Bell on a hunting 
trip: the company maintained an 11,000 
acre hunting preserve near Uvalde in 
south central Texas where public offi- 
cials were invited to shoot deer and 
pheasant from padded swivel chairs in 
carpeted shooting blinds. In Kansas. two 
members of the state Corporation Com- 
mission—Dale E. Saffels and Vernon 
Stroberg—admitted they had taken an 
expense-paid trip to Las Vegas. courtesy 
of Southwestern Bell: it was later dis- 
closed that all members of the Commis- 
ion held special toll-free telephone 
redit cards issued by the company. Simi- 
lar revelations of slush funding and 
entertaining of public service commis- 
sioners were made by Bell System execu- 
tives in South Carolina, Georgia. Florida. 
Arkansas. Tennessee. Kentucky and 
Minois. 

Southwestern Bell continues to de 
the charges made by Gravitt and Ashley. 
and the company will eventually have its 
day in court; a $29 million slander and 
libel suit by James Ashley and the family 
of T. O. Gravitt against the telephone 
company is pending. However. the Texas 
Senate Subcommittee on Consumer Af- 
fairs carried out its own investigation of 
Southwestern Bell and found that the 
telephone cops had cooperated with the 

(continued on page 123) 
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Gasas. Unripe, the size of e 

snack with salt and chili. 
distinctive flavor that is so 

in early 

quality, 

was on the trail and getting warm. 

And then arriving in SanjJosé, the capital of Costa Rica, I found mangoes 
on ever; ‘ downtown street corn 
every di . . Ripe mangoes. Wonderful 
And not just one kind: I 
Rica, each better than the 


Would you like to 


1. What is Lettuce “Opium”? Lettuce “Opium” 
is a pure extract from a combination of various 
strains of lettuce (lactuca sativa). Lettuce 
“Opium” contains no other chemicals or ad 
ditives. Instead, it contains the natural active in- 
(gredient, lactucarium, which has such a wonder- 
ful effect on body and mind. According to 
Dorland's Mustrated Medical Dictionary, 25th ed 
tion, the juice of lactuca lactucarium) “was 
formerly used as a sedative and hypnotic.” 
Many other reference books refer to /actucarivm 
as an opium substitute, hence the name, Lettuce 
“Opium.” 

2.1s Lettuce “Opium” realty opium? No. Our 
product has no connection whatsoever with real 
poppy opium which is both harmful and illegal. 
3How do you use Lettuce “Opium”? We 
manufacture our unique product expressly for 
smoking purposes. It can be smoked alone or 
blended with your favorite herb. It has a plea 
sant taste and a sweet mystical aroma which 
makes smoking it a pleasure rather than a 
chore. It should be smoked in a pipe, but it can 
be crushed, mixed with any herb and rolled into 
joints for added pleasure, We recommend that 
you smoke it alone to enjoy its fullest effects. 

4.1s Lettuce “Opium” harmful? Our cat 
accidentally ate a few grams of our Lettuce 
“Opium,” crashed, and woke up five hours later 
with no visible side effects. In fact, he likes it 
‘as. much as we do. Besides, have you ever 
heard ofa letuce addict? 

5.ls it really legal? Of course it’s legal. in 
order for this product to become illegal, all 
salads in America containing lettuce would have 
to be banned (not to mention the fact that all 
those involved in lettuce production would be 
cut of jobs). By smoking our product, you will 
be doing your small part to bolster the 
economic status of those involved in lettuce pro- 
duction. 


Advertisement 


know more about 


6.What are the effects and how much 
should you smoke? We believe that any 
substance is habit forming in direct proportion 
to the amount of pleasure associated with its 
use. Be sensible and know your own limits. 


Below are excerpts from an article by Bob 
Rosen, @ writer for “The Villager” of New York 
City. Mr. Rosen was, in effect, conducting a 
consumer fraud investigation aimed at objectively 
testing the various claims made by manufac- 
turers of legal highs. Mr. Rosen received no 
special treatment from the companies he con- 
tacted, as he did not disclose the fact that he 
was 2 writer. Please read what he has to say 
because it will have a considerable impact on 
you, the consumer. We regret that we cannot 
print Mr. Rosen's article in its entirety, however, 
should you want a copy of his most informative 
arti, send us a seltaddressed stamped 
envelope and we will gladly forward a copy to 
you, 
Kore 


In celebration of the Bicentennial, 1 swindled 
my editor out of $15 under the pretense of doing 
a “consumer fraud’” story and mailed away for 
“legal drugs.” 

For the past eight weeks I have been smoking, 
drinking, chewing, swallowing and gagging on 
ry legal stash. I have injested one ounce of Kava 
Kava Root, three-quarters of an ounce of 
Yohimbe Bark, one: tablespoon of Gotu Kola, 
‘one tablespoon of Chia Seeds, one-quarter teas- 
poon of Lila Nut Powder, three bols of ‘Special 
‘Smoking Blend,” uncountable joints of American 
Indian Smoking Herbs, several joints of 
“Aphrodisia Smoking Blend,” and one gram of 
Lettuce Opium, The Lettuce Opium is the only 
substance that had any noticeable effect on me. 

‘On the morning of January 19, a plain white 
‘envelope appeared in my mailbox. It contained 
one gram of Lettuce Opium. Bill Olmsted of 
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Lettuce “Opium’” 


Natural Enterprises in Gaithersburg, Maryland 
manufactures and sells the stuff for $4 per gram. 

To prepare for my first opium experience, 1 
read Thomas DeQuincey's Confessions of an 
English Opium Eater, 1 wanted to know what 
‘was in store for me. 

Twas ready. 

January 20, 1 A.M.: I put a small chunk of 
the sticky black stuff into my pipe. 

T want to push this to the limit. 

It takes two matches just to dry out the 
opium. On the third, it catches and gives off a 
pleasantly sweet odor. I consume the chunk, then 
smoke two more. 

Nothing. 

The phone rings. It's a friend. “Opium?” she 
says. 

“That's right.”” 

“It should be just like heroin.”” 

“I can dig it,” I say and begin to laugh. 

“Yor're laughing too much,” she tells me.” 1 
can’t communicate with you. 

She has a point. I hang up the phone and look 
at the clock. I expect it to be about 1:45 a.m. It 
is 1:10. Something is happening. I flip on the 
television and smoke more opium. I can’t stop 
laughing and smoke opium straight through to 
two o'clock, 

| have consumed one-half gram and cannot go 
‘on. My tongue feels as though itis vibrating. 

I get the urge to walk my dog but can’t get the 
beast on its leash. All my coordination has 
vanished. I whistle, and he follows. It’s very cold 
‘out. I can feel the opium coming on strong. My 
mind drifts. 1 think of thermonuclear warfare, 
‘old age and death. It soon passes. 

Have I unearthed something new? Am I in the 
vanguard of a drug craze that will soon sweep 
the country, corrupt youth and like LSD finally 
be outlawed by the government? Possibly. But 
looking at this objectively, the Lettuce Opium is 
not “real” opium. I'm sure it was not “like 
heroin.” I did not have the hallucinations of 
DeQuincey. 

Then things take a turn for the worst. I brace 
myself, and for the next four days quaff the vile 
potions and smoke myself blind with the Special 
Blend, Nothing happens. The Chia Seeds bring 
me closer to vomiting than anything else. 

It is over. I have reached the light at the end. 
of the tunnel. 

Still, there is a positive side to my ordeal. The 
Lettuce Opium did work, and I am pleased to 
report the constant abuse of these ‘extremely 
dangerous drugs” has not rendered me dead, 
diseased or impotent. 


by Bob Rosen 
The Villager (March 11, 1976) 


orem 


Our Lettuce “Opium” now comes packaged 
in attractive, sturdy, reusable plastic stash 
boxes. It sells for $4.00 plus 50¢ postage and 
handling, Please address all orders to: 


Natural Enterprises Corp. 
P.O. Box 204 

Gaithersburg, Md. 20760 
PATENT PENDING 


Dealer inquiries? Naturally! 


REHM as tan 


Chapter One, in which Mary... 


1. TOM: Mary, Mary, wake up! What's the 
matter 
MARY: Oh, Tom, 
mare. 
cocain 


had a terrible night- 
1 dreamt I ate a giant mountain of 


5. MARY: Well, we smoked almost the whole 
‘ounce... Are you feeling a buzz yet? 
CATHY: Look, Mary ...1 don't know how to 
tell you this . . . but your so-called dope ... 
Have you ever read “Jack and the 
Beanstalk”? 


Geraldo! 


8. ABBIE: Say, Mary, is it getting hot in here 
oris your copbrother still sleeping over? 


3. MARY: I'mleaving you, Tom. 
TOM: But, Mary... why? 
MARY : Tom, you couldn't get South Amer- 


ican dope if your name was Martin Bor- 
mann. 


6. Later still... 7. ABBIE: Mary, leave Tom, come with me, 
MARY: C’monin, Abbie... Tom's out deliv- and I'll turn you on to more coke than you 
je won't be back for hours. canhandle witha dump truck... 
: Ah, my little hash pipe ... how 
pretty you are ... The swallows are nest- 
ing in Valparaiso. 


10. TOM: Totaled my pizza truck, slugged the 11. MARY: Butit was suchan old rug... 
boss, lost my job, now I get home and find 
you blowing... 
ABBIE: Nine grams of primo Peruvian 
coca flake all over the rug! That'll be one 
thousand bucks, lady. 


© Now you can protect your collection of High Times with these 
sturdy leather Magazine Stashes. With copies of our premiere issue 
selling to collectors for $50 and more, you can't afford to leave 
your issues carelessly lying about 

@ Take your pick: there's the convenient open-face magazine case 
that holds 12 issues for just $6.50; or the handsome binder which 
holds a year's worth of issues that you can thumb through at one 
time like a loose leaf for only $7.50. *Both magazine stashes fit 
easily On your book shelt. 

© *Special size binders for the early issues are available to the serious 
collector for $7.50 each 

@ SPECIAL OFFER: While they last, you can buy High Times binders 
with a complete collection of a year’s worth of mint-condition issues 
all ready for your perusing pleasure. If you just need to fill a few 
gaps in your set of High Times, information on ordering separate 
back copies is elsewhere in this issue. 


High Times '74: Binder with the first year's collection, issues 1, 2 
and3.$15.00 
High Times '75: Binder with the second year's collection, issues 4 
through 7.$17.00 

High Times '76: Binder with this year’s issues to date, numbers 8 
10 15, $24.50 


(High Times Binders, “THATS 
| PO. Box 386, Cooper Station, N.Y., N.Y. 10003 | 
| Enclosed find check/money order for the total $_______.. | have] 
| checked the boxes indicating type and numbers of binders desired. | 
| Name 

| Address 


Sans) 
| City, State. Zip. 
| 


| Please allow upto six weeks for delivery. 
Open-face case High Times ‘74 Collection —__ 

| 12Month pincer High Times '75 Collection —___ 
Early issues binder High Times ‘76 Collection 
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Narc Mercenaries Prey on Dealers 
Five Indicted on Shakedown Raps 


By Michael Chance 


‘The New York District Attorney's 
office is investigating the pos- 
sibility that members of New 
York's Police Department may be 
responsible for a series of armed 
robberies of dealers. So far five 
policemen have been indicted on 
35 charges ranging from armed 
robbery to assault on dealers, in a 
continuing investigation that may 
result in more indictments. Sever- 
al other robberies that occurred 
during the same period, but went 
unreported by dealers fearing ex- 
posure, bear similar earmarks to 
the reported thefts. Private inves- 
tigators are seeking to find out if 
there isany link between the rips. 

The officers charged so far are 
Matthew Smith, John Boos, An- 
thony Manisera, James Meehan 
and Joseph Wilczynski, all in their 
twenties. All are stationed at New 
York’s th precinct, on the lower 
East Side, famed for its reputation 
as the stationhouse of tough-but- 
honest Kojak in the very popular 
TV series. New York District At- 
torney Robert M. Morgenthau an- 
nounced their indictments early in 
July on charges of robbing over 
$30,000 from New York City drug 
dealers. 

According to the indictments 
filed by the New York County 
Grand Jury, the officers stole jew- 
elry and currency from four deal- 
ers on the lower East Side on six 
different occasions between 
November 11 and April 8. Two of 
the male dealers were pistol 
whipped. The other two dealers, 
who were women, were threat- 
ened at gunpoint. 

The District Attorney's office 
and the New York City Police 
Department have clammed up 
about the investigation. Assistant 
District Attorney James Brown 
told High Times that the investiga- 
tions were continuing. The grand 
jury is still impaneled, Brown ac- 
knowledged, but he refused to say 


whether any more indictments 
would follow. “Iam not allowed to 
comment on an on-going inves- 
tigation,” said Brown, who is rep- 
resenting the District Attorney's. 
office in the case. 

The key question that official 
sources have declined to answer is, 
that of who initiated the charges. 
The indictments do not specify the 
accuser—a somewhat unusual 
procedure, considering the nature 
of the charges. Brown said that 
“the information is not public.” A 
police department spokesman also 
refused to divulge the source of 
the complaints, as did a spokeswo- 
man at the th precinct, 

‘Anattorney who represents one 
of the victims of the unreported 
thefts and who asked to remain 
anonymous, expla 
tance of the complaint source 
the charges were filed by the vic- 
tims, the police wouldn't be so 
circumspect. It suggests that the 
police department's own 
Organized Crime Control Bureau 
got after them. If that's the case, 
then they probably won't say any- 
thing about it until the investiga 
tion is over. The agents and the 
OCCB itself are highly secretive 
areas that cops are reluctant to 
discuss.” 

‘A check with Sgt. Peter 
‘Sweeney of the Manhattan-Bronx 
central headquarters illuminated 
the shadowy OCCB to some ex- 
tent: ‘The Organized Crime Con- 
{rol Bureau is an in-house unit that 
searches out corrupt cops. It was 
instituted after the Knapp Com- 
mission findings in 1971. I's @ 
whole new setup. Field associates 
observe other police and work 
right with them. Nobody knows 
who they are. The guy in the seat 
next to you might be reporting to 
one of the OCCB administrators, 
and not many people know who 
the administrators are, either. It 
makes the possibility of a conspir- 


acy unlikely; you have to do it by 
yourself. Something like this 9th 
Precinct thingisa rarity’" 

When asked if the indictments 
could have stemmed from an 
OCCB complaint, thus explaining, 
the secrecy surrounding the origin 
of the charges, Sweeney said it was 
“a strong possibility. The men 
were on duty at the time of the 
incidents"” Although the men 
‘were not technically members of 
the Narcotics Unit, which operates 
out of NYPD Central in midtown, 
some of the victims were placed 
under arrest for narcotics viola 
tions, A spokeswoman at the 9th 
precinct said that all men were in 
uniform at the time of the inci- 
dents; however, one of the indict- 
ments, that of John Boos, states 
that the defendent “displayed 
what appeared to be a pistol.” This 
suggests the possibility that Boos, 
at least, was in plainclothes, per- 
haps as one of New York's count- 
less undercover operatives. It is 
difficult to imagine that a fully 


uniformed cop with his large and 
exposed .38 special could pull out 
and brandish ““what appeared to 
be a pistol’ More likely, he was 
using the snub-nosed .357 mag- 
‘num used by plainclothesmen, 

The indicments follow a rash of 
thefis from New York dealers, 
particularly marijuana merchants. 
One group of dealers was robbed 
‘at gunpoint of $35,000 in a theft 
that bore a strong similarity to 
those reported, and another group 
of dealers narrowly avoided being 
robbed after a man identifying 
himself as a New York police of 
ficer was denied entrance during 
consummation of a high stakes 
deal. Dealers had already alleged 
cops were behind the schemes, 
and an article had been written 
and submitted to a New York 
media outlet weeks before the in- 
dictments 

The dealers’ charges that cops 
are involved stem from a variety 
of factors. The sophisticated 

(continued on page ) 
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HIGH CRIMES 


CIA Agent Implicated in 
Multiton Smuggling Scheme 
Importer Killed in Gunfight 


An attorney for one of 11 defendants standing trial 
for smuggling in Oklahoma City last July charges 
that federal narcs set up and ran the entire opera- 
tion. Bill Ravkind, representing Larry French, 31, 
of Parthenon, Arkansas, said that DEA agents 
talked defendants into the operation, describing 
enormous profits and minimal risks, then procured 
aDC-6 aircraft, hired the crew—which included an 
American Airlines flight engineer—renovated an 
airstrip in the Colombian jungle and arranged for 
the shipment of 250 sacks of marijuana. 

The project was apparently conceived and di- 
rected by Joe Haas, a former CIA operative whom 
Ravkind described as a “professional entrapper.” 
Presenting the government's case, U.S. Attorney 
Drew Neville described how Haas and other agents 
infiltrated the entire organization and followed its 
activities from Colombia to a transshipment point 
in Fayetteville, Arkansas, to distribution centers in 
Colorado, Connecticut and Massachusetts. 

None of the defendants were aboard the plane on 
its return flight to the U.S., which was handled 
entirely by the narcs. There was a prearranged 
stopover in New Orleans so the DEA could take 
samples of the shipment and plant electronic 
monitors to aid in tracking it. 


Daniel Paul Cormier, a Massachusetts native who had 
tried unsuccessfully to import marijuana four times in the 
last four years, was killed in a gunfight with one of his 
financial backers in his Fort Lauderdale, Florida, resi- 
dence. Cormier had been busted in the Bahamas in 1973 
with 1,200 pounds of pot. He was released after paying 
$15,000 in fines. His next two attempts, in Jamaica, were 
so closely monitored by narcs that he was unable to score 
aload of grass. 

Finally, last June 6, Cormier docked safely in Fort 
Lauderdale with 181 pounds of Jamaican pot. At his 
home, however, he was confronted by Dennis Mongan, 
Sr, who accused him of stealing $15,000 that Mongan had 
paid up front for a marijuana shipment that never 
materialized. 

Cormier tried to talk his way out, but then both men 
drew revolvers and started shooting. Cormier died with a 
bullet in the head; Mongan was seriously wounded with 
three shots in the abdomen. 


Switzerland. Those arrested were 
Branislav Fench, 27, of Toronto, 
and Peter Dvorak, 33, Vladimir 
Vrany, 31, Joseph Peter Zikan, 36, 
and Edward Baftl, 38. all of 
Zurich. Switzerland. 

« Thirteen people have been 
dicted by a federal grand jur 
St. Paul, Minnesota, for allegedly 
conspiring to import seven tons of 
marijuana from Mexico. Accord- 
ing to the grand jury. the pot was 
smuggled into the Southwest and 
distributed largely in Minnesota 
between March 1975 and Febru- 
ary 1976. One of the defendants, 
William Lloyd Cooper. 46, led an 
unsuccessful snowmobile expedi- 
tion from Minnesota to Moscow in 
1972. Cooper's group reached 
Devon Island, north of the Arctic 
Circle, but was forced to turn back 
by warm weather. The expedition 
resumed its journey in 1973, but 


nian Lamont H. Stuart as the ring- 
leader after learning of the alleged 
plot from two Japanese accom- 
plices already under arrest. Ac- 
cording to the agents. Stuart first 
soaked five postcard-size pieces of 
art paper in liquid LSD. Then he 
dried them, painted a picture on 
each and framed them to fool 
customs officials. 

The Japanese under arrest in- 
clude Koji Kawamura, 24, of 
Tokyo, and Nobuhara Suzuki, 27, 
of Yokohama. The 27-year-old 
American painter first met Ka- 
wamura and Suzuki in November 
1974 while they were working in 
California as travel guides. The 
trio allegedly smuggled the acid- 
laced paintings through 
‘Yokohama's Haneda Airport. 

« Reports coming out of the Jap- 
anese Health and Welfare Mini: 


Under California's new decrim law, entertainer and Fabergé “tigress” Lola 
Falana was sertenced to one year's probation and a $100 fine by a Los Angeles 
court after pleading guilty to @ single count of pot possession. Falana was 
arrested over a year ago after police claimed they spotted the weed growing over 


* Sixty pounds of hash oil was 
discovered by Royal Canadian 
Mounties in a downtown Toronto 
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hotel room last May. Stored in 
airtight plexiglass containers, the 
oil had recently arrived from 


the rail of her apartment patio. 


was again halted by thaws off the 
coast of Greenland. 

© Three Californians were ar- 
rested in July for alleged posses- 
sion of four tons of marijuana 
aboard a rented cabin cruiser 
moored on the west side of Santa 
Cruz Island in the Santa Barbara 
Channel. Two of the those ar- 
rested were Allen R. Ketchum, 27, 
and David Iroff, 30, both of Santa 
Barbara, The other suspect was 
not identified. According to Santa 
Barbara County Sheriff's Liouten- 
ant George Bregant, the pot was 
Mexican, awaiting distribution 
into southern California 

« Police in Yokohama are hunting 
for an American artist in connec- 
tion with a ring that allegedly 
smuggled LSD into Japan in pic- 
tures painted on paper that had 
been soaked in an LSD solution. 
Japanese narcs identified Califor- 


arrested in 1975 for possessing or 
selling marijuana, The same re- 
port said that 48 persons were 
held for selling LSD and that 140 
persons were held for cultivating 
opium poppies. 

A total of 1,997 persons were 
arrested for possessing or selling 
drugs, a decrease of three persons 
from 1974, Most of the substances 
were smuggled into Japan from 
Thailand. South Korea, Hong 
Kong. India. Indonesia, the Philip- 
pines and the United States, ac- 
cording to the report. 

‘© Dr Arthur Michael Carr plead- 
ed not guilty to charges of smug- 
sgling 4.200 pounds of marijuana 
into Newfoundland aboard his 
yacht, Dr. Carr testified at his trial 
that he was forced to do it. that he 
‘was approached as he was about 
to leave on a vacation cruise and 
offered $30,000 to take a charter 


Wide World 


group from Antigua to Boston. 
Later the fee was changed to 
$100,000, and he was told he 
would be transporting pot from 
Colombia to Canada. He claims 
one of the conspirators warned 
him that “anyone who got in their 
way would be dead." Seven others 
‘are wanted or awaiting trial in 
connection with the seizure. 

© A Pasadena, California, man 
‘was arrested at his home for al- 
leged possession of 19.000 
amphetamine tablets and one kilo 
of high-quality pot. The suspect is, 
Frank Easley, 47; his home was 
raided as the result of a phone tip. 
© The man whose car collided 
with President Ford's limousine 
earlier this year has been released 
on bail on a drug charge. James 
Salamites, a sheet-metal worker 
from Meriden, Connecticut, was 
picked up on a parking violation. 
While he was looking for a piece 
of paper in his glove compart- 
‘ment, police spotted a hash pipe. 
searched the car and allegedly 
found five grams of hashish. The 
unfortunate man was also 
charged with creating a distur- 
bance by “screaming and yelling 
and jumping up and down” 

© Customs agents arrested Joseph 
Alex Penney. 96, of San Diego, 
California, and charged him with 
importing 2,845 pounds of pot un- 
dermeath the bed of a tractor-trail- 
er Bail wasset at $25,000. 

* Coronado, California, police 
found 4200 pounds of marijuana 
in a rubber raft on the Silver 
Strand beach near San Diego. Of- 
ficer Paul Crook saw a pickup 
truck parked on the beach at 2A. 
and drove up to take a look. The 
truck drove away.leaving behind 
‘one man and the boatload of dope. 
‘Two others in the truck were ar 
rested after a chase that led into 
Imperial Beach. Those arraigned 
were: Max Denham, 21, an aba- 
tone diver; his brother Marcus 
Denham, 23, and Richard Michael 
Bates. 22, both students. 

« Police in San Dimas, California, 
near Los Angeles. uncovered 
4.400 pounds of marijuana con- 
cealed in 400 crates of green 
onions. Richard Martinez. 32, 
Louie Morales, 33, and Patrick 
Kerwin, 36, were booked on 
charges of possession for sale. 
Two officers investigating a re- 
ported burglary at Kerwin’s home 
found pot under a layer of ice and 
onions in one crate in the house. 
The other crates were discovered 
ina truck parked near the house. 
«Eight persons were arrested in 
‘Thousand Oaks, Ventura County, 
California, on suspicion of pos- 
sessing 1,500 pounds of grass. 
‘Those booked were Keith Hicken- 
bottom, 29, Steve Gee. 24. John 
Russel. 22, Robert Riebe, Jr. 24, 
Michael Huitron, 27, Vincent Bal- 
ardo, 32, Alan Bashara, 33, and 
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How high is your garden? The grass grew eight feet tall at the Exotic Gardens in Holmdel, New Jersey, until local police 
confiscated 53 marijuana plants grown by three Jones brothers, who operate his botanical haven. 


Howard Gordon, 27. The arrests 
were the result of a two-month 
investigation 

‘ Calling the bust the end of the 
“biggest pot-smuggling operation 
in North America,’ narcotics 
agents arraigned Roger Fry of Mill 
Valley, California, and 22 co-de- 
fendants in a Detroit court Au- 
thorities allege that Fry and his 
associates had set up a nationwide 
‘organization to import pot in large 
quantities and distribute it by the 
ton, All 23 have pleaded guilty 
For the plea, Fry is expected to be 
rewarded with @ ten-year sen- 
tence, without parole. Additional 
arrests are expected in the case in 
Boston, Minneapolis, Miami, 
‘Washington and Seattle. 

‘© Border Patrol and DEA agents 
arrested five persons on smug- 
gling charges and confiscated 
2.419 pounds of marijuana in re- 
cent developments along the 
Mexican border. Anthony 
Fazzone, 39, of Chula Vista, Cal- 
ifornia, was apprehended after 
agents allegedly watched his un- 
lighted van leave a nearby mesa 
and approach a highway. A 
spokesman said 1,733 pounds of 
marijuana was found in the van. 
Four others are being held in fed- 
eral prison in San Diego for con- 
spiracy to import pot. Mark Algar 
and Scarlett Cunningham of 
Chula Vista and Carlos Perez and 
Larry Estrada of Tijuana were 


allegedly transporting 576 pounds 
when they were busted, 

‘* A customs agent on the bridge 
‘across the Rio Grande at Hidalgo, 
‘Texas, had @ hunch that an oil 
tanker was carrying more than 
fuel. He called ahead to the 
‘Customs Patrol office in McAllen 
to request an investigation 
‘Agents followed the truck until it 
turned into an orange grove. They 
reportedly watched something 
being unloaded from it into five 
smaller vehicles. Moving in for a 
loser look, they allegedly found 
twoanda half tons of pot. Charged 
with illegal import were Vincente 
Hemandez, Jr, 20, of McAllen, 
‘Texas, and Rene Salinas Salinas. 
28, of Edinburg, Texas. 

‘= Narcs bought 250,000 meth- 
edrine tablets from two men in a 
Riverside, California, parking lot, 
then arrested the pair moments 
Tater. Albert Romero, 23, and Dan- 
ny Trenton, 28, both of San Ber- 
nardino, were booked into River- 
side County jail. Bail was set at 
$10,000 each, 

‘© A predawn sweep in Florida's 
Hillsborough County resulted in 
the arrest of 27 persons on dope 
charges last June. The raids culmi- 
nated a two-month investigation 
that used four court-ordered wire- 
taps. County Sheriff Malcolm 
Beard explained that most of 
those arrested were thought to be 
large-scale dealers in marijuana, 


hashish, cocaine, barbiturates or 
amphetamines. Beard said that he 
expected a total of about 50 arrests. 
by the end of the day. Several 
smaller dealers were also arrested 
incidentally, he said, and six vehi- 
cles belonging to the victims were: 
confiscated. 

‘© Guards at Cameron County 
(Texas) Jail don’t care if female 
visitors give inmates kisses sweet- 
cer than wine, but if the kisses are 
as sweet as marijuana—well. 
that’s another story. Therefore, 
when Patricia J. Schultz, 20, ob- 
tained a special pass to visit her 
boyfriend and announced her in- 
tention to give him a big kiss, the 
guards became suspicious. Jail 
Matron F Harper unromantically 
decided to search the woman's 
mouth. She allegedly found a 
small balloon with eniough pot for 
two joints. 

‘The guards promptly took 
away her temporary visitor's pass 
and gave her a more permanent 
one. She was arraigned on a weed 
possession charge before Justice of 
the Peace Ed Serabia and jailed in 
lieu of $2,500 bond. Officials said 
they were watching Ms. Schultz 
because they suspected she had 
slipped her beau some pot while 
kissing him during a previous 
visit to the jail. 
© Contradictory actions by the 
pilot of a plane carrying 1.800 
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(continued from page 93) 

pounds of marijuana resulted in 
his arrest. Customs agents at 
Teterboro Airport near Hacken- 
sack, New Jersey, became sus- 
Picious when they saw cartons 
being hastily unloaded from a 
twin-engine plane of a type usu- 
ally used only for passengers. As 
the cargo was being loaded into a 
rented van, pilot Errol Jay Mir 
melli of Miami told agents the 
packages contained ceramics. The 
customs men said they doubted 
this because of the frenzied way 
in which they were being thrown 
intothe van. 

Mirmelli was reportedly una- 
ble to tell the agents the exact 
address of the ceramics’ supposed 
Manhattan destination. Agents 
also found in the van a rental 
contract that specified the trans- 
port of musical instruments as the 
van's use. Still, Mirmelli told the 
customs officials, “This is domes- 
tic cargo—get lest” Instead of tak- 
ing his advice, they opened a car- 
ton and found the dope. 

Defense Attorney Matthew 
Boylan attempted to suppress the 
evidence, arguing that Customs 
jurisdiction is limited to flights 
arriving from foreign countries. 
US. District Court Judge Fre- 
derick B. Lacey, however, ruled 
that in this case the agents’ justi- 
fiable suspicions gave them the 
right to open the packages. Boy- 
lan, formerly New Jersey's top 
prosecutor, also moved to ques- 
tion the validity of the state's laws 
classifying marijuana as a dan- 
gerous substance, but this motion 
‘was also denied. 
© A cracked windshield led to a 
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Asbury Park New Jersey, police load 53 pot plants onto a truck afer a raid at Exotic Gardens, a local wholesale plant 
company. Also reportedly seized in the raid were an undetermined number of peyote cacti. The owners of Exotic 
Gardens— Donald, Frederick and Richard Jones—were charged with growing marijuana, possession with intent 10 
distribureand possession of peyote. New Jersey classifies possession of peyote as a high misdemeanor, 


recent pot bust when David 
OrRourke, 23, of San Diego. Cal- 
ifornia, was stopped while travel- 
ing on Interstate Route 80 in War- 
ren County, New Jersey. A passing 
cop noticed that O'Rourke's wind- 
shield was cracked. When 
O'Rourke was unable to produce 
the car's registration, the auto was, 


Rock/pop musician Neil Diamond was busted for alleged possession of 
‘one ounce of marijuana. Sixteen deputies spent three hours searching 
‘his Bel Air, California, home for the haul, Diamond reportedly dispensed 
autographed copies of his latest albums to the officers as they left his 
home. Police dubbed the singer very “cooperative.” Under California 


law; 
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amond faces a maximum penalty fine of $100. 


Roger Sandi 


searched, and 200 pounds of pot 
were discovered in the trunk. 

* About 100 three-foot marijuana 
plants were harvested by police in 
Spokane County, Washington. 
Walter M. Lowery. 26, was booked 
for possession; bail was set at 
$5,000. The plants were visible 
from a nearby road; someone spot- 
ted them and notified the heat. 
# Over 650 pounds of Colombian 
grass were seized by customs 
agents from a twin-engine Piper 
Navajo on an airstrip near Lake- 
land, Florida. Arrested were 
Joseph Frank Salomone of Miami, 
and James Bender of Hollywood. 
Florida. Both are charged with 
smuggling and possession, third 
degree felonies in Florida, which 
carry a maximum sentence of ten 
years. The airplane was confis- 
‘ated by the Customs agents, who 
used it for lying to the trial. 

# At press time, a US. District 
Court jury in Reno, Nevada, was 
deliberating the fate of George 
Dipp. an El Paso, Texas, business- 
man accused of financing a mari- 
juana smuggling operation. Dipp 
and his associates allegedly flew 
14 loads of over 1.500 pounds each. 
into the area of Tonopah, Nevada, 
He is also accused of providing 
money for the purchase of fixed- 
base operation at the Tonopah 
Airport from State Senator 
Richard Blakemore. 


‘© Marijuana rolled out of the 
cockpit when a plane loaded with 
more than 1,000 pounds of grass 
‘wrapped in paper. plastic and bur 
lap bags made a crash landing on a 
ranch near Hereford, Texas. Offi- 
cials believe that the twin-engine 
plane was headed for either Ken- 
tucky or the East Coast and that at 
least five Kentuckians are in- 
volved in what County Sheriff 
Travis McPherson termed “a 
highly organized operation” 

‘This was the third plane carry- 
ing large amounts of pot to have 
landed in the area in recent 
months. The first such recorded 
landing netted 1.300 pounds of 
marijuana and two arrests: the 
second, another twin-engine. in- 
volved two tons of weed and re- 
sulted in three arrests. 

Narcs said the pilot of the plane, 
believed to be from Murray, Ken- 
tucky, must have been searching 
fora spot to make a drop when the 
plane crashed. The plane was not 
badly damaged, and the pilot es- 
caped before anyone arrived on 
the scene. 

‘* Two Californians were sen- 
tenced to a year and a day for 
conspiracy todistribute over 1,100 
pounds of marijuana, Gary Dale 
Lents, 20, and Craig Waters 
Bowditch, 29, were arrested. in a 
drug roundup last January in 
Rancho Santa Fe, near San Diego. 
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both pleaded guilty tothe charges. County parking lot. Romero was 
© More than 20,000 pills were _ also jailed for investigation of pos- 
confiscated by Tulsa, Oklahoma, session of heroin for sale. 

police, and five people were bust- _ » Kannapolis, North Carolina, po- 
ed. Charged with distribution of lice confiscated 118 pounds of 
and conspiracy todistributeacon- homegrown pot—the biggest 
trolled substance were Roy L. grass bust ever in Cabarrus 
Cocil, 28, Randy L. Manzer, 23, County. Gerald Monroe Wellrnon, 


George C. Wedel, 23, Michael S. 26, was charged with growing, 1G, 10¢,, 24g, 
‘Wedel, 22, and Gary W. Thomas, _ harvesting and possession of the tie amas 


28. 10,000 Libriums, 13.000 sus- crop, while Judy Marie Flowers. 


sig 2 yeas 
pected barbiturates, and nine 21, was arraigned for felonious Yeh 


ounces of methamphetamine possession. Police found six bur *AvrusLeN BOM 
were confiscated. lap bags of evidence in the woods | ENGUISHouts)aND IR CM ccmce 

© A hospital pharmacy techni- near Boy Scout Camp Road after ‘GaADUSTION : INVITED 
cian wasarrested for possessionof an anonymous tip: Lieutenant 


marijuana and narcotics. Narcs Harley E. Tucker said that some of B/C 


found 200 tablets of unidentified the plants were over four feet tall, 
‘dangerous drugs" 90 prescription and had to admit that they were 
pila, and a small undiclosed “very goodquaityforthis ares? rs : 33 
a aeamrne ©IMO KOWOCL FOCKOQe 
Frick, 23, was also booked on the as the alleged pilot of a Lockheed Aa eet ate aE Ce ET Meee eC 
same charges. A hospital spokes- Lodestar carrying 3,800 pounds of Teeter 

person said that the drugs appar- Colombian weed. Franklin and Shatier ‘t * 
ently had not been taken from the his plane were seized at Charlie cael . ites 
hospital. Brown Airport in Fulton, Georgia. Vial & Spoon ¢ th silve vat tac ed 
© Two California men were ar Officers were alerted after Frank: Dealer inquiries in ited Ch LO. $11.95 
rested on charges of conspiracy, lin made an unauthorized refuel- (CUE AEROS CS COSCO 
sale, and transporation of “re- ing stop in Anniston, Alabama, 
stricted dangerous drugs” Albert The plane hurriedly took off from 
Romero, 23, and Danny Trenton, Anniston asstate authorities were 
28, both of San Bernardino, were approaching to investigate the un- 
arrested after allegedly selling scheduled landing. The Federal 
250,000 methamphetamine to un- Aviation Administration tracked 
dercover nares ina Riverside down the craft by radar. 
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Narc Mercenaries 
(continued from page 91) 
knowledge of dope lines into the 
city by the rips suggests to some 
that knowledge for the setups is 
coming from a coordinated effort. 
Also cited was the frequent use of 
Police credentials to gain entrance. 
‘They also point to several recent 
cases of cops busted for ripping 
dealers as signs of a pattern. 

“It’s the cops MO,” related one 
dealer. ‘“‘Sleazoes, scruffoes, per- 
voes, and rips don’t act the way 
these guys did. They came in slick 
asa whistle, pulled guns, tied us up 
and ran off with two full 
Grasshoppers (ed. note: 
‘Grasshoppers’ are a type of lug- 
‘age popularly used by dope trans- 
Porters on Amtrak and 
‘Greyhound lines) before we could 
‘say a word. I tried to get the gun 
from one, but he pulled it away. 
Later, when we were tied up on the 
floor he came over and stomped 
‘on my face. Just like a cop.’ The 
‘stomped dealer and his partners 
took a dive for 35 logs on the rip. 

The incident took place only a 
few blocks from the scene of the 
other thefts. The guns used were a 
‘sawed-off shotgun and a .38 spe- 
ial. Also, the robbers were Puerto 
Rican, as were the victims. In fact, 
all of the victims in the reported 
thefts were Puerto Rican,aswellas 
two of the cops indicted. 

Another group of dealers was 
luckier. Shortly after receiving a 
large shipment from the Southern 
Dealers’Association the group was 
breaking the bales into shake and 
buds for pounding. There was a 
knock at the door, and when one 
of the men looked out there was a 
foaa in a bluo suit wth a badge in 
is hand demanding entrance. 
'He had gotten past the guard 
somehow,” recalls one of the peo- 
ple present. “At first we figured it 
‘was a bust. We were scared shit- 
Jess. Dick kept asking the guy what 
he wanted, and he kept saying 
“Open up, tl is the police, and 
flashing his badge at the peephole. 
There was maybe sixty pounds 
‘scattered around on the floor. Ob- 
usly we couldn't let him in, 
though he must have followed us 
there and knew what we were 
doing, We just started cleaning the 
stuff up, waiting for them to break 
down the door, ‘cause we figured 
he had others with him, even 
though we couldn't see anybody, 
After about ten minutes, during 
which he rang and rang the bell, 
we looked out again and he was 
gone. We looked out the window, 
And there were these two guys, not 
the guy at the peephole, leaving 
the building. They had on long 
coats, the kind you can hide guns 
under. 

“If that guy was really a cop, he 
would have stated his business. 
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‘And if he wasn’t, he was going to 
rip us off, I'm Sure that’s what 
happened. He followed us from 
the airport and knew we were 
holding. And there were probably’ 
others, If we would have opened 
that door, those guys would have 
rushed in and put guns at our 
heads and stole our pot.” 

Fear of cop thefts intensified in 
May when Brooklyn narco detec- 
tive Frank King was acquitted by a 
jury on federal theft charges stem- 
‘ming from a bust in the winter of 
1974. King, head of the Special 
Investigations Unit that serves as, 
home base for narc squads, was 
charged with pocketing $4,000 of 
$4,500 seized in a raid on a 
‘woman's home. Several pounds 
of marijuana were confiscated in 
the bust, along. with the money. 
When the evidence against her 
‘was introduced in court, however, 
some of the pot and four grand 
were missing. Although witnesses, 
testified to seeing the money in 
King’s possession, and King was 
admittedly the person who signed 
the $500 in as taken in the raid, the 
jury let King off anyway, basing, 
their decision on a “scourge of the 
earth” philosophy. 

Shortly after King’s acquittal, 
the shakedowns accelerated. Two 
rips, two attempted rips and sever- 
al other possible attempts occur- 
red in the next few months. All of 
the incidents involved marijuana 
One of the rips required highly 
synchronized movements by the 
thieves and information from at 
least three widely separated cities. 
The victims also agreed that the 
police were the only organization 
capable of gathering intelligence of 
thissort. 

‘One proposed theory is that 
‘cops idled by budget cuts coupled 
with the no-arrest policy on mari- 
juana in New York have tempted 
ex-cops to turn to the relatively 
low-risk area of pot dealing. Since 
they know the ropes and routes, 
rips would be easy. Although there. 
is no evidence to support this, itis 
true, according to Sgt. Sweeney, 
that “the narc squad was one of 
the hardest hit by the budget 
slashes.” The seniority system 
used as a basis for layoffs affects 
the youngest officers first, and the 
narco squad is almost all officers in 
their twenties and early thirties. 
The average age of New York cops 
since the layoffs is the oldest in the 
nation—38. 

‘As for the no-arrest policy on 
pot dealers, Captain Hennessy of 
the Manhattan South Narcotics 
‘Squad was reported recently as 
saying, “Marijuana is our lowest 
Priority. Arresting these dealers is 
costing the city money and is ac- 
complishing very little. The courts 
are overcrowded now, and the 
judges and District Attorney don’t 
want to handle marijuana cases.” 


HYBRID HIGH 


Heads in the Midwest report that people’s plant pathologists have 
developed a cannabis strain capable of producing high-potency pot in the 
short growing season of the nation’s fertile breadbasket. The process 
involves cross-semination between the rugged, fast-growing hemp plants 
native to the area and the more exotic cannabis imports, The new strains 
are expected by some observers to revolutionize the commercial 
marijuana industry. 

The wedding of imported smoke to her northern neighbors is the 
result of several years of experimentation by aficionados of home-grown 
smoke. The pot that grows in the area—southern Wisconsin, northern 
Ilinois, and parts of Indiana and lowa—isa hardy, versatile variety bred 
by the military for hemp fiber during World War II. Ithas almost no THC 
content. Potent imported varieties of weed, particularly Colombian, 
flourish when planted but seldom mature before frost kills them. Pot 
horticulturists have long sought a consummation between the different 
strains, 

The secret, one grower told High Times, is cross-breeding male plants 
from the Mississippi valley with female plants from high-altitude 
Colombia. This produces a progeny capable of generational advance- 
‘ment, The flowers from the Andean mountain valleys mate enthusi- 
astically with the male plants from the moist, verdant Mississippi valley. 
Soil conditions are similar, and temperature variations between the 
climates are not 50 diverse as might be expected, owing to the lower 
temperatures at the 6,000-foot plus elevation where recommended 
flowers - originate 

High altitude Colombian pot can be determined by its color, High 
Times was told. "Most reds. and all golds,” will get into the genes of the 
female flower. Hybrids of Mexican ancestry seem to be affected by the 
wide temperature divergence and produce spindly plants that seldom 
‘each the stage where they can be cross-fertilized. 


Military planted first pot crops 

The area where the new hybrids are being sown has long fascinated 
home-grown pot fans for the physical size and strength of the plants that 
grow there. A special strain developed by the military to provide fiber for 
rope during World War Il, the tough plants resist heavy frost, produce 
hundreds of seedy flowers and spring to maturity in little more than three 
months. Many reach heights of over 20 feet, and it is now unusual to see 
insouciant hipsters swaying in hammocks anchored to two towering 
stalks. But the plants fail to intoxicate. 

In 1969 federal officials began an investigation into the fertile corn and. 
dairy belt that had formerly grown rope. The military strain, it turned 
out, had adapted well, proliferating with astonishing success. By the late 
Sixties, plants were as common as crab grass in many areas. Fearing 
wide-spread drug use, the DEA designated the area a “high-risk for 
crime” area and launched an herbicidal war against the plants. This was 
coupled with reward incentives for farmers who turned. in suspected 
plants, and there were even seminars conducted in identification and 
reporting of the illegal vegetable. 

‘The marijuana, which until then had been considered merely a 
nuisance, soon disappeared from ditches and cornfields and began 
reappearing in barns and bags. Though it was quickly realized the pot was 
worthless for smoking —a lesson many of the unaware paid a high price 
to learn—it was nonetheless evidence that a large and flowery variety of 
the herb could be grown in the three-month growing season. The search 
fora potent hybrid has been on ever since. 

‘According to people who have smoked the new weed, which grows to 
over ten feet, the smoke is thick and oily, not unlike fresh Colombian, 
with about half the potency of its predecessor, at prices ranging from $75 
to $125 a pound. Accordingly. local importers charging up to $550 a 
Pound for imports are feeling the crunch. One underground paper in 
Wisconsin reported that the “Midwest Dealers’ Association” was 
examining the possibilityof purchasing potent homegrown to assure that 
the bottom is not blown out of their own market. A story reported that 
the Association is offering $40 a pound for homegrown and is reselling it 
along with imported limesat $75 to $100.4 pound as “day-smoke." 


Clinical tests are about to begin in 
Britain of the contraceptive stamp, 
‘a small square of edible paper 
soaked in the same chemicals that 
make up birth control pills. The 
sheets of 21 perforated stamps, a 
month's supply, are_being pro- 
duced by Schering Chemicals. a 
British subsidiary of the Berlin 
Pharmaceutical firm that de- 
veloped the drug from an idea 
originating in China. The trials will 
involve 1,000 British women and 
continue for one year before the 
stamp is approved for general use. 


Since the British equivalent of 
the ERA went into effect, adver- 
tisers have been thinking of inge- 
nious ways to circumvent it. One 
firm advertised: “What we really 
wanted was a miniskirted, blue- 
eyed blonde, but under the Sex 
Discrimination Act we (have to) 
say that we require a receptionist." 
Among the 60 responses—all 
from women—was 17-year-old 
Deborah Farden, blue-eyed and 
wearing a miniskirt, She was hired. 
Eton College, however, got only 
‘male responses to their request for 
a dining room assistant to “share a 
room with another lady: The BBC 
has been airing some of the more 
ingenious ads, among them this 
one: “Experienced storekeeper, 
either sex, provided they have at 
least five years’ experience, are 
fluent in German and look like 
Marlene Dietrich in her early 
twenties.” 

—— 


US. patent no. 3,936,384, re- 
cently filed, is for a bar of “*re- 
ligious soap" with a crucifixion 
scene on one side and the words of 
a prayer on the other. 


Snail smuggling has become a 
problem in the Savoy area of 
France, where local gourmets are 
complaining about the growing 
numbers of Swiss “tourists” who 
cross the border especially to 
poach the region's fine-tasting 
snails. Meanwhile, over in Gen- 
eva, a retired French film pro- 
ducer has been taking orders for 
his new $250 “‘escape-proo!” 
snailery, in which eating snails are 
bred and raised surrounded by 
copper wires through which a 12- 
volt current circulates to dis- 
courage peripatetic snails that 
might otherwise take alittle walk, 
—= 


Toilet rolls bearing English lan- 
‘guage lessons—six words to a roll, 
13 different rolls—are becoming 
best sellers in Tokyo, where they 
are produced by the Kyotomi 
Shigyo company. 

If it’s okay to dose the public 
water supply with fluoride, then 


JOHN WILCOCK ’s 


OTHER: 


why not add LSD? The question 
comes from 25-year-old Greg 
Horman, an Australian freak 
who's legally changed his name to 
Mr. Everyone and who says he’s 
already tried dosing the 
Melbourne water by dropping acid 
into the Upper Yarra Dam and 
that he plans to try it again next 
month with a bigger supply. “If 1 
had my way.” he says, “LSD 
would be added to the drinking 
water in all houses of Parliament 
‘so that politicians would start to 
think? 
—« 


‘As part of her postgraduate 
project, a student at England’s 
York University has been asking 
fellow students how much they 
would charge or be willing to pay 
for fucking a stranger. More than 
150 students at the college have 
been asked to fill out the 22-point 
questionnaire which asks for age, 
sex, religion, marital status and 
whether they are virgins, Eco- 
nomics professor Alan Maynard 
deadpans, “This young lady is try- 
ing to see whether a supply and 
demand curve in sexual behavior 
can be measured.” 


‘Two years after his death, kung 
fu star Bruce Lee still tops the 
popularity poll conducted monthly 
among readers of Japan's Road- 
show magazine, In fact there 
hasn't been a month since 1973 
when Lee didn’t get most of the 
readers’ votes, and the magazine 
has dreamed up a variety of inge- 
nious ways to write about him 
Recent issues of Roadshow have 
included interviews with Van 
Williams, star of the “Green 
Hornet” series in which Lee play- 
ed a valet; with James Franciscus 
‘on whose TV series “Longstreet” 
Lee once appeared, and a block- 
buster article entitled “A Tour 
Through Those Towns Where 
Bruce Lee Walked" in which 
Koichi Hino retraces the master’s 
footsteps through Rome, Bom- 
bay, Madras and Hong Kong, 

—= 


Britain's margarine manufac- 
turers have been comparing their 
product favorably with the higher- 
Priced spread in ads for years, but 
now they've gone too far, says the 
Independent Broadcasting Au- 
thority, Because recent margarine 
ads have depicted “worried-look- 
ing” cows, the IBA (which dictates 
‘what can be seen on British televi- 
sion screens) has ruled that the 


‘word butter can no longer be used 
in commercials for margarine be- 
cause itis misleading, 

— 


The Scotch whiskey industry, 
reeling from declining sales and 
imitation whiskeys produced in 
Japan and some African states, is, 
‘about to face competition from the 
tiny Isle of Man—a tax haven 
siluated about midway between 
England and Ireland. At his Kella 
Mill distillery on the island, Lu- 
cien Landau claims to have pro- 
‘duced “instant whiskey" that has 
all the flavor of the real thing, but 
without the necessary aging period 
of three years 

—s 


So-called “junk food” is clearly 
not just an American phe- 
nomenon according toa survey of 
British eating habits. In the past 
four years consumption of potato 
chips and canned food has in- 
ereased steadily (as have milk, 
booze and cheese consumption), 
‘with a corresponding drop in the 
‘demand for meat, fish, eggs, fresh 
fruit and tea, Soybean substitutes 
are coming up strong, with several 
giant conglomerates battling for 
Supermarket supremacy with a 
range of soybean meat extenders, 
‘or sometimes asa replacement for 
meatitself, 


French Canadians, it appears, 
haven't been given any choice 
about how to extend their meat 
Ws been done for them in many 
‘cases by unscrupulous food proc- 
essors adding “la charogne” in 
‘huge quantities to sausage, sal- 
‘ami, hamburger and hot dogs. All 
these are products in which im- 
Purities are hard to detect and la 
‘charogne (for which the English 
‘word is carrion) is the charitable 
way of describing meat that has 
been rejected by abbatoirs—usu- 
ally because the animal had died 
before the slaughterhouse could 
get around to killing it, Since 1967, 
@ Quebec investigation commis- 
sion has just announced, more 
than 700,000 pounds of carrion 
‘was used by one Montreal firm 
alone, most of the putrid meat 
having decorated pepperoni 
pizzas. If you visited Montreal's 
Expo ‘67, maybe you tasted some 
oft. 
—- 
General Mills, Nabisco, Kel- 


Joggs and other manufacturers of 
‘breakfast cereals are charging as 


much as $75 per bushel for the 
wheat and corn that they have 
puffed, sugared and packaged in 
fancy boxes, charges Farmers* 
Union Secretary Robert Lewis. 
Farmers who actually grow the 
wheat and corn get paid about 
$2.95 per bushel for it, he says. 
Meanwhile the popularity of 
inseng—the U.S. exported more 
than 200,000 pounds of the root 
last year—is stimulating varied 
uses for the exotic root. One South. 
Korean firm has devised a ciga- 
rette holder containing a portion 
of the root, and smoke drawn 
through the ginseng—says the 
sales pitch—will cure a multitude 
of aches and pains. 
— 


Drinking patterns, too, are 
changing, Not in Russia, however, 
where nobody was much sur- 
prised to learn that 500,000 drunk- 
en drivers were charged last year 
and that more than half the coun- 
try’s crimes are committed under 
the influence of liquor. Three 
quarters of Russia's schoolboys, 
said a recent Soviet report, are 
regular vodka drinkers by the time. 
they are 12. But Africans and Aus- 
tralians are increasingly sipping 
cider as Bulmer’s, Britain's biggest 
cider brewer, continues a world- 
wide expansion. America, where 
cider is disdained as little more 
than alcoholic apple juice, is the 
‘company’s next target. 

‘American drinkers are turning 
more and more to “light” beers. 
‘And up-and-coming Millers, hav- 
ing spent around $10 million— 
more than six times the industry 
average—to publicize its low-ca- 
loric Lite, is off to a good head 
start (no pun intended). Top three 
in the beer business are still 
‘Anheuser-Busch, Schlitz and 
Pabst, but Millers now looks like it 
is sharing fourth place with Coors, 
whose sales dropped two percent 
in the first half of 1975. Coors’ 
sales took off after publicity about 
it being drunk by hip celebrities 
and flown to the White House 
aboard Air Force One, but a de- 
cline set in when Adolph Coors” 
right wing connections began to be 
bruited about 


Milk may be going off the diet 
of some Australians whose big 
cities have been under attack by 
gangs of milk rustlers who de- 
scribe themselves as members of 
the “Dairy Liberation Front.’ The 
rustlers steal bottles from people's. 
doorsteps shortly after the milk- 
man makes his early morning 
rounds. A polite note is left ex- 
plaining that, “because of your 
privileged position in society, you 
have been chosen to contribute 
your milk to people for whom: 
buying milk isa luxury.” 
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Secretary studies comp printout listing some of STASH 's 45,000 indexed entries in their library 


By Andrea Schwartz 
Ina low, white warehouse on an 
inconspicuous corner in down- 
town Madison, Wisconsin , stands 
the best drug information re- 
source center in this country. The 
Student Association for the Study 
of Hallucinogens (STASH). It was 
launched in 1967 by two students 
at Beloit College in Wisconsin 

Leif Zerkin, one of the founders, 
now 27, said STASH was started 
“because there wasn'ta reliable or 
accurate source of drug informa- 
tion for students, the only promi- 
nent sources being the AMA and 
the government—both of whom 
were lying.” 

“Leif and | were working in a 
medical library in Chicago during 
break from Beloit and began 
coming across all this information 
on drugs, which we were inter- 
ested in for ourselves and others 
It was completely different than 
what Life magazine was saying.” 
Jim Gamage, STASH’s other 
founder, said. So sprang the idea 
to collect published drug literature 
and reprint it in newsletter, journal 
and book form. Zerkin and 
Gamage recruited some 80 scien- 
tists doing research in the drug 
field to endorse them and lend 
legitimacy in terms of getting 
‘money to fund the project. 

“Our major thrust at that time 
was hallucinogenics and mari- 
juana,” said Zerkin. “We con- 
centrated on reprinting materi 
on that until we had enough infor- 
mation to publish our first anno- 
tated bibliography on marijuana, 
called, A Comprehensive Guide 10 
the English-Language Literature on 
Cannabis. 

STASH isa nonprofit organiza- 
tion, currently self-sufficient via 
subscriptions and membership 
fees. The New World Foundation 
has donated some $40,000 over 
the years. STASH has also been 
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funded by Ralph Nader and Voter 
Regist ation Drives in the South. 

But the Nixon administration’s 
Tax Reform Act of 1969, set upto 
shut down liberal and radical orea- 
nizations so that they could no 
longer fund political activities, put 
a lid on some of the incoming 
money. General Mills paid STASH 
$5,000 in 1969 to collate a directo- 
ry of treatment organizations in 
the U.S. Mary Reynolds Babcock 
in Winston-Salem, North Car- 
‘lina, “sent us $5,000 or $10,000 a 
few years ago to further our ac- 
tivities,” Gamage said. “We used 
ittostay alive.” 

“The only thing we've done for 
the government (in 1971-72) was, 
to produce drug fact sheets for 
them to distribute to the public 
and to professionals.” Gamage 
remarked 

“Now we are funded solely by 
publication sales and_member- 
ships.” Gamage said, “Most of 
our income goes back into re- 
searching drug literature and 
Printing promotion catalogues. 

The organization is comprised 
of a core group of 12 persons who 
handle mailing. promotion, librar- 
ian duties, publication and re- 
search for drug articles. “These 
are local people in a hand-to- 
mouth organization. Everyone 
gets $3.25 an hour.” he said, 

The two basic principles which 
guide the formation of STASH 
policies, services and materials are 
as follows 

1. That no drug is intrinsically 
00d or bad: itis only each particu- 
lar human use that can be viewed 
as beneficial or detrimental 

2, That drugs and their uses are 
complicated, and those working 
with drugs have the responsibility 
of educating themselves. In learn- 
ing about drugs, people must not 
only study what authorities say, 
but must bring themselves up to a 


level of competence on drug cul- 
ture trends, summaries of current 
drug research findings and cri- 
tiques of recent developments in 
strategies to control and prevent 
drug misuse through education 
and legislation, 

Speed: The Current Index to the 
Drug Abuse Literatureis « biweekly 
newsletter that lists bibliographic 
data which permits evaluation of 
the information that comes into 
their hands. 

STASH stocks a thorough li- 
brary of over 700 books relating to 
Psychoactive drugs. The files con- 
sist of 40,000 reprinted articles of 
Published drug literature, broken 
down by subject. 

“This library gives a well- 
grounded source of information 
for us by which we can prepare 
drug bibliographies,” Zerkin 
The library staff compiles bibli- 
ographies, which list publications 
of books and drugs. These can be 
researched for the specific needs 
of persons requesting information 
onany drug-related topic. 

STASH Capsules is. a. monthly 
publication, begun in 1969, which 
focuses on 150-200 recently pub- 
lished drug abuse and phar- 
maceutical documents. It is 
organized under 400 maior and 
150 minor categories. Annual cir- 
culation is about 1,000. Subserip- 
tions are $25 for individuals and 
$30 for institutions. 

“We've had some financial 
struggles, but most were minor.” 
said Zerkin, “AL one point we 
accepted an offer from the Na- 
tional Coordinating Council on 
Drug Education to help them put 
‘out their publication. Grassroots. 
Our financial situation later im- 
Proved, and we bought out the 
publication.” 

STASH's Grassroots is a 
monthly publication that prints 
data and synthesized literature 


from a wide range of professional 
journals and underground pub- 
lications. It covers 24 topics of 
drugs and drug-related themes. 
‘Some are the historical aspects of 
drugs, public policy, law enforce- 
ment, street drug analyses, treat- 
‘ment and upcoming conferences. 

Subscribers (S115 a year) to 
Grassroots also receive STASH 
Capsules, Directory of Drug Infor- 
mation and Treatment Organiza- 
tion (a binder of profiles of over 
2,000 North American agencies, 
available only to Grassroors sub- 
scribers) and Speed. 

In 1970 STASH collaborated 
with the Haight-Ashbury Free 
Medical Clinic to publish the quar- 
terly Journal of Psychedelic Drugs 
The Journal is « forum for the 
study of drugs and drug culture, 
providing continuously updated 
information, Of all STASH’s pub- 
lications, the Journal has the high- 
est citculation—4,000 a year. Sub- 
scriptions are $20 a year for indi- 
viduals and $30 for institutions 
STASH prints educational pamph- 
lets for use in classrooms and 
drug-related programs. The 28 
pamphlets include articles from 
the Journal of Psychedelic Drugs 
and articles researched and written 
by members of the STASH staff. 
Like Cliff Notes for a complicated 
novel, these are much more sim- 
plified than STASH’s other pub- 
lications, ““They're readable, and 
that’s what counts here.” Zerkin 
explained, 

STASH also publishes several 
book-length informational guides 
and drug bibliographies. "Women 
and Drug Use: An Annotated Bib- 
liography"” was compiled by 
STASH librarian Susan J. Chris- 
tenson and Director Alice Q. 
Swanson. This catalogues publica- 
tions of books and articles in six 
‘areas; psychotherapeutic drugs, 
narcotics, cigarettes, alcohol, 
treatment and drug advertising 
Reviews of literature in these 
areas (from 1937 to 1974) are 
included. 

Membership in STASH costs 
$150 a year. It entitles one to 
subscriptions to all publications 
and copies of new books. Mem- 
bers may have three free library 
searches on any requested drug or 
drug-related topic. 

The staff of STASH thought 
once of getting involved in doing 
street drug analyses, but the 
money and time it would have 
exhausted seemed to be too 
higha stake. 

“It would have cost thousands 
of dollars to bring it through the 
courts,” Gamage said. **For- 
tunately, there are other places 
that do analyses” 

“We have faith in what we're 
doing here,” Zerkin said, “Truth is 
always something to believe in.” 
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The Lincoln Center Library in 
New York was the scene of 
recent symposium on women wri- 
ters. Elizabeth Janeway moder- 
ated, with speakers Cynthia 
Ozick, poet Muriel Rukeyserand 
novelists Lois Gould and Jill 
Robinson rounding out the 
women-only gathering. One 
emerging discussion knocked 
about had to do with whether 
there are separate male and female 
psychologies, ideas, or experience 
by virtue of gender. Ms. Ozick 
reiterated our favorite noble 
thoughts on the subject: “Litera- 
ture universalizes, it does not di- 
vide ....am unbodied—I cannot 
say | am a woman writer” Vivian 
Gornick stated the opposing view 
succinctly: “Supremacy of imag- 
ination knows no sex, but the 
heart of our experience is our 
sexual being. I do believe there is 
something known as feminine 
sensibility” Ms. Rukeyser struck a 
familiarly poignant chord: “One of 
the things that had to do with 
being a girl was, if went as far as | 
could go and a little beyond, | 
disappointed my family; I terrified 
my family”” 

New York sociologist Dr. Flo- 
rence L. Denmark said the rate of 
increase in female arrests between 
1960 and 1973 was three times that 
‘of males, including violent crimes. 
She observed, “Kitchen knives 
have given way to pistols and 
sawed-off shotguns.” for reasons 
even more fundamental than 
women’s liberation. The female 
offender “may feel dominated by 
men or even wish to imitate men. 
for to obtain male approval for 
her action: 


The Canadian government is 
‘demanding an investigation of the 
execution-style slaying of Anna 
Mae Aquash, an American Indian 
activist from Nova Scotia. Shot 
in South Dakota a year ago, 
‘Aquash’s Rapid City autopsy re- 
ported she died of “exposure.” 
But the St, Paul, Minnesota, Dep- 
uty Coroner begged to differ: the 
cause of death there was found to 
bea pistol bulletin the back of her 
hhead at close range. She had been 
busted June 26, 1975, after the 
slaying of two FBI men at Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation. 
Warned to “cooperate” by the 
FBI, she had objected that she'd 
been in fowa at the time. 

Princess Elizabeth of Toro, the 
Foreign Minister of Uganda until 
President Idi Amin fired her in 
1974, has recently won libel suits 
against three British newspapers: 
The Daily Express, for printing, 
‘Amin’s false accusation that she 
was involved in a sexual téte-2- 
{te in a public bathroom at Orly 
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Airport, Paris (low even by cur- 
rent scandal standards);'the Sun- 
day Telegraph, for reporting she 
was pregnant with Amin’s baby, 
and the Sun, for incorrectly affix- 
ing her name under « nude photo. 
Sounds like she should consider 
writing her memoirs to meet the 
growing demand for this grass 
roots Command Performance. 


Representative Pat Schroeder 
of Colorado, one of 12 U.S. con- 
gresswomen who visited China 
this spring, learned that the CIA 
suspects Chairman and Madame 
Mao of not having spoken a civil 
word to one another in more than 
two years. The agency believes 
the two had a violent argument 
several years ago and have never 
reconciled, though Madame Mao 
has remained a powerful influence: 
in the middle levels of the govern- 
ment, “which is top-heavy with 
young and middle-aged women: 
The congresswomen’s visit was 
filmed for possible TV release. 

i appears Liz Ray has forced 
the House to tighten up pro- 
cedures. Since she blabbed, a new 
three-man committee has advo- 
cated curbing the authority of the 
House Administrative Commit- 
tee, Under Wayne Hays, the MAC 


had had the right to increase con- 
gressmen's allowances and sizes 
of staffs. Now congressmen may 
finally be held responsible for 
proper records, vouchers and re- 
ceipts—if the recommendation ac- 
tually passes, 

A free-lance New York writer 
who also did household chores 
for a notorious Soho News man- 
agerial type is about to expose the 
latter's sexist manipulative power 
‘games in a major paper. 


The eclectic new magazine 
aimed at the women’s market, 
New Dawn. first appeared in Apr 
andis shooting fora rapid magnifi- 
cent success. President Steve 
Saunders predicts they will surpass 
the circulation (2 million) of their 
chief competition, Cosmopolitan, 
within 18 months. Editorial Direc- 
tor Gay Bryant started out in pub- 
lishing in England, where she had 
to deal blackjack and spin roulette 
wheels to supplement her income. 
Now, if she could just spin around 
that tiresome, tired old formula 
for women’s mag.—sex, travel, oc- 
cult, soap opera, lib diary, kids and 
pets, fashion/hair/food—and get 
real. | mean, they're still asking 
celebrities, “Do you believe in 
Love?”! We did like a piece called 


“The Crime Boss" by Sally 
Helgesen. Hopefully the one on 
“Julie Eisenhower: the Next 
Woman President” was a put-on, 
though we doubt it. Pathetic, real- 
ly:"*She has the crusading spirit of 
@ Geraldo Rivera, knows how to 
manipulate press exposure.” and 
“All she would have to do is stand. 
there, letting the voters extrapol- 
ate a political platform from their 
memories of her forebears. ... 
She defended her father... with 
such honesty and bravery: Nau- 
seating. isn’t it Rotten tomatoes, 
towriter Janie Gaynor. 


Hugh Hefner's 23-year-old 
daughter Christie has joined the 
firm as the new Special Assistant 
to the president at Playboy Enter- 
prises Inc. 


Former actress Mai Zetterling, 
a film director for the BBC and 
Swedish films for the last ten 
years, is writing a play based on 
Strindberg’s Miss Julie and on 
Strindberg’s own notoriously mis- 
‘ogynist life with his three wives. 
Simone De Beauvoir has asked 
her to co-produce a seven-hour 
TV documentary based on The 
‘Second Sex, to be filmed in various 
countries, The inexhaustible SO- 
year-old Zetterling has also 
formed a Women’s Film Associa 
tion to make possible the so far 
improbable financial backing, 


Former aerospace physicist 
Janet Guthrie, 38, hit a top speed 
of 196 miles an hour on her auto 
test run in California. This could 
have made her the first woman 
entry in the Indianapolis S00, but 

the race has come and gone 
and almostcounts only alittle. 


‘The Common Market's Euro- 
pean Court of Justice has finally 
‘come to and ruled that the women 
of their nine natty nations be given 
equal pay for equal work. 

Olympic skier Suzy Chaffe, a 
White House habituée, says com- 
peting against men “turns her 
‘on,” but she’s looking for a “sen 
sual sort of relationship that is 
‘growth-oriente 


Another athlete, runner and 
teacher Lynda Huey, grew up with 
the professional onus of a theory 
taught to her by one of the top 
American milers, Marty Li 
quori—the “Survival of the Ug- 
liest": “Take two gitls of equal 
talent and ability, one being great- 
looking and the other being ugly, 
and the great-looking one won't 
stand a chance of making it in 
athletics. She'll have too many 
social pressures” Ms. Huey de- 
scribes her consequent identit 
crises in her book 4 Running Start. 
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_——————— a 
UNIDENTIFIED FLYING MUSHROOMS 


Interstellar Appetizers or the Athlete’s Foot of the Gods? 


Argentina has long been a hotbed of UFO sightings—so much so that one widely held theory locates a “UFO 
base’’ under the south Atlantic off the A rgentine coast. 

On April 24, 1975, the newspaper La Tribuna of Rosario, a city 150 miles up the Parana river from Buenos 
Aires, ran the following item: 


‘STRANGECRAFT 
LANDSINSANJUAN 


The growth of giant mush- 
rooms, bushes burned in a broad 
circle, and tracks of three metallic 
footbeds resting on the ground 
were the traces left by the sup- 
posed landing of a flying saucer in 
the district of Jachal, about 160 
kilometers northwest of here. The 
UFO was seen by a group of work- 
ers who first mistook it for a bull- 
dozer, but afterward, when the 
strange tracks left behind were 
discovered, it was Supposed that it 
had been a UFO. The finding is 
being analyzed by police experts, 


‘who promise to make @ full report 
within afew days... 

No further reports were made— 
but ufologists’ interest was piqued 
by the sinister implications of 
mushrooms growing in the 
burned tings which are a fairly 
standard aspect of landing reports 
Joseph M. Brill, a writer for Off- 
cial UFO magazine, tracked down 
other reports of the mushroom 
phenomenon —all similar cases in- 
volving burned rings and all in 
Argentina, 

The first mushroom report 
(August 10, 1968), from an estate 
‘caretaker in the Santa Fe province, 
featured burned rings and ring 
markings. The caretaker wit- 


essed a brief UFO touchdown by 
night and the next morning found 
giant mushrooms growing on the 
site, According to local authorities, 
mushrooms never grew in this 
area. Samples were sent to the 
government for analysis and the 
analysis was never released. In 
November of 1968 a nearly identi- 
cal report was made in Necochea, 
Argentina. The eyewitness, again 
a caretaker, witnessed a luminous 
object landing and summoned au- 
thorities, who found the soil total- 
ly burned in a circle six meters in 
diameter. Within the circle were 
found eight mushrooms, some as 
large as 32 inches wide and six 
inches high. The analysis of these 


fungi. done by the University of 
La Piata, was never released. 
Two weeks later a similar 
burned circle and giant mush- 
rooms were found near Tandil, 
Argentina. Itwas reported that the 
mushrooms “sweat"” when placed 
in the sun, and that their growth 
could be observed within a few 
hours. The proprietor of the farm 
stated that in 15 years on the site 
he had never seen a single mush- 
room. A similar case occurred 
May of 1969 at Azul, Argentina; 
the investigation was inconclusive. 
In almost all instances the 
mushrooms were found growing, 
where mushrooms don’t or- 
dinarily grow—on dry ground with 
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Circular mushroom growth at UFO landing sight, Beritaco farm, Tandil 
Argentina, Note alleged “footpad"’ marks in censer ofring.. 


A Beritaco "UFO" mushroom nextt0an ordinary ashstray measuring about six 


inches on each side, 


i) 


The “sweating” mushrooms of the Beritaco farm. Their growth was visible within 
one hour. 


little potential fungi food but the: 
odd ash material found in the 
scorched rings. 

‘A cosmic practical joke? Mush- 
rooms for the omelets of Mars? 
The invasion of the body 
snatchers? If we aren't the only 
ones entering and leaving this 
planet, could it be that extrater- 
restial tourists aren't scrubbing up. 
as clean as NASA? Or, given the 
peculiar psycho-symbiotic rela- 
tionship of mushrooms and hu- 
mans—with such scholars as R 
Gordon Wasson and Mircea 


Eliade explaining much of our de- 
velopment of alternate conscious- 
ness through the “divine mush- 
room" —could these space spores 
be food for the thoughts we 
haven't thought yet? If Argentine 
intelligence people know, they 
aren't telling. Ifanyone has made 
a pizza with these babies, they are 
either blown away or keeping it 
under their serape. Meanwhile the 
mushroom saucer watch con- 
tinues. The aliens should check 
out Califorgia. Some people will 
try anything once, 


Reker + 


& 
= 
i 
3 
Fy 
5 
8 
5 
a 
z 


(One of the San Juan mushrooms next 10a ‘pad’ print. 


Some of the mushrooms discovered near San Juan, Argentina on April 21,1968. 


Psychedelic 
Seeds 
Legally sold 
{for planting purposes only. 
Not intended for human or animal 
‘consumption. Our seeds are water-tested to 
Temove all floaters and are shipped to you 
cleaned and free of pesticides and poisons, 
Quality guaranteed. 
Hawaiian Baby Woodrose Seeds (argyeeie nervosa) 
20 seeds 
50 seeds 
100 seeds = 
1/4 tb. (approx. 1000) ° 
1/2 tb. (approx. 2000) 
1b, (approx. 4000) 


Morning Glory Seeds, heavenly blues 
{pomdea violacea) 
7 gr. (200 seeds) : 
1 02, (800 seeds) 
1/4 ib. (3200 seeds) 
1/2 Ib, (6400 seeds) 


San Pedro Cactus (Trichocereus pachanoi) 
Peyote’s legal brother, having the same main active 
ingredient. Legally sold for planting purposes only; 
ot intended for human or animal consumption. Live 
teuttings: 6 inches/$10.00, 120 anches/$100.00. 

Historical information included with each order. 
All prices include airmail postage. APO & FPO O.K 
sorry, this offer not good outside the U.S, For your 
THE SACRED CACTUS GARDEN 
=q Dept. HT P. 0. Box 102 
Sonora, CA 95370 


Blue Mountain Bongs 


Individually Handmade 


Steer Horn Chamber 


Deer Antler Stem&Bow! 


z 
Antler Cleaning Rod * 


$35 cash or money order to: oN 
Blue Mountain Trading Co. EV 
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1 have been growing marijuana 
‘commercially for 15 years, For the 
past five, I have been planting only 
strains that I have developed my- 
self, The best so far has been a 
cross between Thai and Colom- 
bian Red; both the parent strains 
were polyploid varieties produced 
by colchicine. The buds are tinged 
with crimson, and they produce a 
smoke that can only be described 
as devastating, 

Since we share similar interests, 
I thought I would expound a bit on 
what I have learned in my decade 
and a half of cannabis cultivation. | 
make no claims to being botanist 
or horticulturalist: I'm simply 
farmer. I grow everything I eat or 
smoke. Dope happens to be my 
best cash crop, though by no 
means my only one. Everything | 
will relate is supported by empiri- 
cal fact as I have witnessed it. 1 
offer no biochemical explanations 
or exotic hypotheses. | only offer 
one farmer's point of view. But as 
anyone knows who has ever toked 
‘on weed raised by the granieros in 
the Panamanian foothills or the 
peasants of the Mekong Delta, a 
farmer's point of view can some- 
times beilluminating. 

The first point 1 would like to 
stress is already well known: your 
weed will only be as good as your 
seed. If you plant ragweed seeds, 
believe me, you will harvest same. 
Itwill be better if you cultivate it as 
sinsemilla, but it will stil be rag 
sinsemilla. Be sure of your seed 
source. Secure them only from a 
dealer who handles high-quality 
wares, or from a friend who has 
expensive tastes. 

Everything I grow for personal 
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use is sinsemilla. It requires plant- 
ing a smaller patch upwind from 
my major field. so the females 
won't get tagged by stray pollen. | 
pull all the males from this patch 
and harvest the females at five 
‘months. If | wait any longer than 
that, many will show signs of her- 
maphrodism. This method results 
in huge, resinous, seedless buds 
the color of limeade. They're iden- 
tical in appearance. taste and effect 
to the finest Maui tops. I currently 
have 15 pounds of these foot-long 
lovelies on ice in the family deep 
freeze, Winter, do your worst 
While sinsemitla is the ultimate, 
the point is moot when you con- 
sider the potency of some of the 
strains around today. Half-seeded 
Thaistill takes the top of your skull 
off like an oyster shell—it just 
takes two tokes instead of one. | 
don’t grow sinsemilla for sale, be~ 
cause I'd lose money. The extra 
labor is enormous, and seeds are 
weight, I pull most of the males in 
my commercial patch during three: 
different sessions, spaced seven 
days apart. I hang them in the 
drying shed with baggies tied 
around the bud clusters (they are 
picked fully budded, but before 
they drop their pollen). As the 
males dry, the flowers dessicate 
and shrivel. releasing the pollen 
into the baggies. | usually get 
abouta quarter pound each season 
for home use. It is satisfying 
to roll large numbers of third gen- 
eration Zacatecas sinsemilla or 
Jamaican/Colombian, then liber- 
ally sprinkle those Lucky Strike- 
sized hooters with raw pollen. 
‘Anyway, don't let anyone tell 
you that males are bad smoke 


They'll be excellent if the strain 
you're working with is worthwhile 
and if you pick them at the peak of 
their sexual maturity, just before 
they pop their rocks. Dealers who 
buy from me look forward eagerly 
to my male plants, because they 
know the smoke will be righteous. 
the price reasonable and the cropa 
forecast of better things tocome. 

My commercial females are har- 
vested when they are roughly one- 
quarter to one-half seeded. This 
gives me some extra weight, but 
Still allaws me to pick at optimum 
resin flow. A fully seeded bud will 
not be as potent as a partially 
seeded one, for when full fertiliza- 
tion occurs, much larger percent- 
age of the plant's energy goes into 
feeding the seed than into produc- 
ing the resin. 

‘The males that I leave in my 
commerical field are the last ones 
to mature. This allows the females 
to pile on more and more flower 
clusters as they are being denied 
fertilization. When the few re- 
maining males do drop their pol- 
len, the female flowers are fat, 
sticky and hot for it, allow around 
three dozen of my finest females 
to become fully seeded, so. I'll 
have enough high quality seed for 
next year. 

T cultivate over an acre of pot 
each year. My main plot is on a 
slight slope with a south-south- 
eastern exposure. During the 
growing season, it receives a 12- 
hour photoperiod per day, which 
seems to be ideal for cannabis. I 
prepare the soil annually by seed- 
ing after each crop with red clover, 
which fixes nitrogen from the air. 
Just before the first frost, when 
the clover is three to five inches 
hhigh, 1 plow it under, thus inocu- 
lating the soil with a good dose of 
organic nitrogen. I also spread 
about a ton of my special compost 
in the winter and disc it under just 
before planting. The compost is 
rich in phosphorus and potassium, 
as well as nitrogen. Phosphorus 
and potassium are primarily re- 
sponsible for vigorous flower 
growth, so their importance can- 
not be overemphasized, 

The plants are irrigated about 
eight times a year. Cannabis re- 
quires a tremendous amount of 
water, yet your soil must be well 
drained, Water standing on the 
roots will kill the plants in short 
order. If you water them infre- 
quently but deeply, the crop will 
send roots down as far as ten feet, 
‘making the plants virtually invul- 
nerable to drought. 

pinch the plants once at around 
the sixth week, destroying the api- 
cal meristem with tweezers, This 
practice gives me between three 
and six large, primary branchings. 
The hemp grows into dense bush- 
essevento ten feet high. 

Harvest time is a busy time 


around our homestead. 1 never 
pick until the air temperature is at 
least 80° F Since we plant so that 
our harvest falls in the first part of 
‘September, itis usually at least 11 
‘AM, before we get around to pull- 
ing weed. From then until about 
3:30, my wife and I harvest plants 
that seem at the peak of resin 
production and are nicely sprin- 
kled with both mature and imma- 
ture seeds. We hang the entire 
plant for one day from the rafters 
of the drying barn. Next day we 
cut the branches from the main 
stem, tie them in loose bunches 
and hang them up once again for 
about a week to complete the 
curing process. This method al- 
lows: any resin in the stems to 
migrate to the buds and top leaves. 

F divide the hemp into two 
grades when preparing it for mar- 
Ket: the large tops are completely 
stripped of leaves and placed in 
one pile, and all the small flowers 
and leaves go into another pile, My 
prices are slightly below the ma 
ket price for seed of similar quality 
My Thai/Colombian cross, for in- 
stance, is closer in potency to Thai 
weed than to Colombian Gold, yet 
I could not, in good conscience, 
sell it for a Thai weed price. 1 am 
proud of my product, and I want 
my customers to feel they are 
getting a better deal than they 
could with anybody else. So I sell 
the primo tops for around $475 to 
$500 a pound. This way, every- 
body's happy. I've found that hon- 
esty and a little openhandedness 
0 along way in this business 

I learned. my profession from 
my father, who was a wetback 
from Colima. He settled in Cal- 
ifornia’s Imperial Valley, where he 
became a caretaker fora vegetable 
baron. All through the massive 
spread of melons, sweet corn and 
alfalfa were vigorous stands of 
hemp, which my father cared for 
with great diligence. As we walked 
the fields together, he would stop 
by a particularly arresting stand of 
weed and stroke the leaves gent. 
“Tus ojos” [your eyes}, he would 
say emphatically. Local farmers 
express the same concept a little 
differently: “The eye of the mas- 
ter conditions the cattle.” What all 
these men of the soil mean is this: 
You can't grow good weed—or 
cattle, sugar beets or sorghum— 
unless you five with your crop.Lam 
out in my hemp every day, check- 
ing out virtually all the plants for 
signs of disease, drought or animal 
damage. Eternal vigilance is the 
price of quality. 

Icould go on and on, but don't 
want to take up all your time. My 
‘main concern is spreading the gos- 
pel of quality domestic. The more 
people who grow good herb state- 
side, the better will be both prices 
‘and karma allaround. 

—Pues, adios, S. R. Gomez 
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NORML Racer: Pot to Trot 


“The marijuana culture is invading the car racing field,” 
exclaimed Larry Schott of NORML. Certainly the use of the pot 
leaf motifand the NORML logo are a major breakthrough in car 
decoration. And two paraphernalia companies, Rizla and Robert 
Burton Associates, are enthusiastic about the response they’ve 


received as a result of sponsoring racing cars. 


“People at the races are ac- 
customed to seeing cars advertise 
as and oil, So far as we know this 
is the first time for marijuana 
leaves in a race decoration,” said 
Larry Schott, referring to the Ger- 
man-owned BMW, which placed 
fifth out of 34 qualifiersat the track 
at Watkins Glen on July 10. Al 
though the car is owned by a 
private group, it races, one source 
told us, “with factory support.” 

Driver Steve ““Yosi” Behr also 
used the NORML and marjuana 
motif on his Oldsmobile Starfire at 
the Pocono International Speed- 
way on August 15 for the Interna- 
tional Motor Sports Association 
RS Series race. Unfortunately, the 
car broke down prior to race time. 
So Behr used his time to distribute 
“I support NORML” buttons 
“The crowd was very supportive 
Not a single person was up in arms 
about it!” Behr hid contacted 
NORML, who supplied him with 
decals and the buttons, because “1 


believe people should have free- 
dom of choice. The laws against 
‘marijuana are too harsh, and it’s 
ot right that someone in one state 
should go to jail for years, when 
someone doing the same thing 
won't be arrested in another state’" 

Schott describes this publicity as 
“serendipity”” There is no official 
relationship between NORML 
and the racing teams. “The first 
we heard of it was a few months 
ago when, out of the blue, we were 
asked if we would supply the art- 
work to decorate a racing car. “‘hey 
wanted to help us out!” NORML 
Director Keith Stroup explained 
the value of the cars this way: 
“There are thousands of people at 
the races who might otherwise 
never think about decriminalizing 
marijuana. They'll see these cars 
go by, and it will help to raise their 
consciousness. The racing crowd is. 
likely to be in favor of decriminal- 
ization once the issue is brought to 
their attention.” 
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RUBBERS 


ON THE REBOUND 


By Jerry Hopkins 


“In days of old when knights were 
bold 

and rubbers weren ‘tinvented, 

‘Men tied socks around their cocks 

‘and children were prevemed, 

—old English folk rhyme 
‘The rubber is making a rebound, 
Well, maybe that’s stretching it a 
little, but there is no doubt the old 
standbys of back seats and drive- 
ins of the pre-pill days are growing 
in popularity. 

When Enovid hit the market- 
Place in 1961, the effect on con- 
dom sales was immediate. G. D. 
Searle Company sold $12 million 
worth of the pills the first year, 
went to $18 million the second, 
when it was joined by Ortho Phar- 
maceuticals’ Ortho Novum, By 


1965 in the USS., only 18 percent 
‘Of contraceptive users were em- 
ploying rubbers and skins, as com- 
pared to 27 percent before the pill, 


meanwhile use of the pill went 
from zeroto 27 percent in just four 
years—skyrocketing into the No. 
1 place on the birth control ist. 
Although Youngs (makers of 
Trojans) would insist later that 
with the exception of one year, 
condom sales increased at least 15 
Percent per year after the pill, 
other manufacturers and pack~ 
agers admit experiencing a serious 


YOUNG, MAN. 
00 YOU HANDLE: 
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decline. Americo Bonora, owner 
of a San Francisco skin manufac 
turing plant —one of only three in 
the world—says his orders slid as 
‘much as 50 percent. Schmid Labo- 
ratories (Ramses) says its loss was 
20 percent. “It hurt,” says Irv 
Fishvein, sales manager of Akwell 
Industries, the world’s largest pro- 
ducer. “If anyone denies it, he’s 
beingsilly”” 

‘A few other manufacturers and 
packagers were even gloomier. Hy 
Pitsky of Goodwear in New York 


and Wilbur Dean in Kansas City 
agree that after the pill it was all 
downhill. For them, the pill made 
manufacture of condoms—bath 
used the same phrase—“a dying 
business” 

It's difficult to say who started 
the stampede. Probably Barbara 
Seaman. She wrote The Doctor's 
Case Against The Pill in 1969, and 
it became a bestseller, presenting 


medical concern over blood clot- 
ting and other complications at- 
tributed to use ofthe pill. 

‘Then in January of 1970, Sena- 
tor Gaylord Nelson, a Wisconsin 
Democrat in the rebellious 
LaFollette tradition, and his U.S, 
Senate subcommittee on monop- 
oly, began public hearings on the 
pill. First came the critics, and. in 
February the manufacturers and 
their experts testified 

Although no one could cate~ 
gorically prove the pill was harm- 
fulto women, there was no halting 
public opinion. Within a few 
months, a Gallup poll said more 
than oneand a half million women 
had told their doctors, “Take me 
off the pill’” ‘That represented 
nearly one of every five who had 
been taking it before all the criti- 
cism began. 

Just as there'd been a move- 
ment away from other contracep- 
tives in 1961 when the pill was 
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introduced, now there was a 
movement back. All the alterna- 
tives reported an immediate jump 
in sales. The condom was on the 
comeback trail 

There were other factors. It was 
generally believed, for instance, 
that most of the condom market 
then (and now) was in the 25-35 
age group: the young marrieds. 
During the years of World War II, 
fewer children were born, Then 
came the “war babies.” who by 
1970 were 25 to 35. So the market 
itself was statistically larger. 

Another factor was the 
women’s movement. which iron- 
ically could be linked to the pill and 
to the freedom the pill provided 
women. But there was a backlash 
‘as many of these women began to 
accuse the pill makers—men!—of 
“using women’s bodies for a dan- 
‘gerous experiment.” Similar argu- 
ment would be made a few years 
lateras various coils and IUDsalso 
came under attack For health rea- 
sons. The women began to ask 
men: Why should it be my'respon- 
sibility —why not yours?Some lib- 
erationists urged women to buy 
the condoms and insist their men 
use them—and reimburse them 
for the purchase cost 

Whatever the case. there are 
now women as well as men who 
carry condoms, and it appears the 
Fubber is back to stay. 
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COCAINE 
CONFIDENTIAL 


340 Pounds of Coke Seized in Guatemala 
-DEA Clamps Lid on Case 


Aided by special agents from the U.S. Drug Enforce- 
ment Administration (DEA), Guatemalan police 
seized 340 pounds of cocaine in one of the largest 
recorded busts in the history of the western hemi- 
sphere. A twin-engine airplane, three cars, a 
ground-air communications center and a clandes- 
tine laboratory were discovered along with the coke 
cache 35 miles north of Guatemala City last June. 
No details of the bust or the number of persons 
arrested were available from the DEA. The agency is 
keeping a tight lid on the case, in pursuit of further 
arrests in the U.S. and South Amer 
Seven members of what has been described as “‘the 
largest Colombian drug ring ever uncovered”” were con- 
victed in Manhattan Federal Court of distributing large 
amounts of cocaine. The members, whose identities were 
not disclosed except for one man who claimed to be a 
Catholic priest, allegedly sold more than 40 pounds of coke a 
week in New York City between the years 1972-1974. Their 
ploys used to smuggle coke into the country included 
stuffing it into hollow wooden coat hangers, speedboats and 


clothing, and concealing it in a cage with alive dog. 


‘© Two ounces of pure cocaine 
were seized along with the arrest 
of three Florida men by Volusia 
County Narcotics Task Force 
(NTF) agents. The bust was one 
of a hundred made recently by the 
county's special dope drive 
dubbed “Operation Romeo.” A 
shotgun, an automatic pistol and a 
zip gun were confiscated with the 
coke. Those arrested were Muncie 
Lee Ivory, 43, Virgil Bethel, 46, 
and Joseph Linder, 45. Ivory was 
charged with sale and possession 
of cocaine and possession of a 
firearm by a convicted felon. Beth~ 
el and Linder were charged with 
possession of heroin. 

© A shipment of two pounds of 
pure cocaine was allegedly found 
hidden in a commercial shipment 
of Equadorian leather goods 
aboard a ship headed for Portland, 
Oregon. Gary Allen Field, 29, of 
Eugene, Oregon, was charged 
with illegally importing cocaine. 

© Harry L. Mundy Ill, 32, and 
Margaret Cash Mundy, 31, of 
Chunchula, Alabama, were ar- 
rested for alleged possession of 
cocaine, marijuana and parapher- 
nalia, The investigation that led to 


the arrest began when specially 
trained dogs sniffed out a letter 
addressed to. the Mundys from 
Medellin, Colombia. Postal au- 
thorities were notified and opened 
the letter, which reportedly con- 
tained 12 grams of pure coke 

© The former director ofa federal 
social-services agency pleaded 
guilty in Manhattan Federal Court 
to charges of conspiring to import 
cocaine from Peru, Dr. Peter 
Scarth, former director of AC- 
TION, was charged with financing 
the coke deal, which aimed distri- 
bution to New York City. He faces 
a maximum sentence of 15 years 
injail and a $25,000 ine. 

‘© Two Canadians, David Nor- 
man Redler, 24, and Eugene 
Leonard Borren, 30, were charged 
by USS. Customs officials with al- 
legedly bringing four pounds of 
coke into Puerto Rico. The pair 
arrived in Puerto Rico from Lima, 
Peru, and Customs agents found 
the alleged cocaine in a false bot- 
tom of one of the men’s suitcase 
They were arraigned before U.S. 
magistrate Juan Perez Jimenes 
and were unable to post bail. 

© A schoolteacher from New- 


burgh, New York, was arrested 
upon arrival at Kennedy Interna- 
tional Airport for allegedly smug- 
sling two pounds of cocaine into 
the U.S. from the Caribbean 
Dutch island of Aruba. U.S. 
Customs officials said that 
Thomas Costa, 25, was ap- 
prehended after the coke was 
found in two coffee cans concealed 
in his luggage. 

© The son of the Speaker of the 
Arizona House of Representa- 
tives was arrested, along with a 
companion, for alleged possession 
of six pounds of cocaine behind a 
Scotsdale, Arizona, restaurant. 
Stan Allers, Jr, the 26-year-old 
son of Rep. Stan Allers of Phoe- 
nix, and a roommate, Paul Zisser, 
30, were arrested by Arizona De- 
partment of Public Safety agents. 
Nare Alan Schmidt said that the 
pair had been under “intensive 
surveillance’ for about two 
months before the arrest; he 
claims that the coke seized was 
part of a 15 pound shipment from 
Bolivia to the southwest, 

Nine pounds of cocaine were 
confiscated by Florida Metro nares 
and DEA agents in Miami. 
Charged with alleged possession 
of cocaine was John Hangers, 25, 
of Montclair, New Jersey. No 
other information on the bust was 
available. 

© A 35-year-old man was taken 
into custody in connection with an 
alleged attempt to sell two pounds 
of cocaine in San Diego, Califor- 
nia, The San Diego County Nar- 
cotics Task Force, which works in 
cooperation with the DEA, said 
that Alfonso Martinez-Ochoa of 
Tijuana, Mexico, was taken into 
custody after he attempted to sell 
the cocaine to an undercover 
‘agent ina local parking lot. 

© Peter Mario Palmere, 31, and 
Alberto Correa-Montoya, 33, 
both of Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
were arrested for allegedly smug- 
sling 2.4 pounds of cocaine into 
the U.S. from Colombia. The 
stash was discovered sewn into the 


bottom of a leather tennis bag 
while Correa-Montoya was al- 
Iegedly found with just « hair more 
than one pound sewn into the 
bottom of a tote bag. Both men 
hhad just stepped off a flight from 
Bogoté, Colombia. 

© An anonymous telephone call 
led Los Angeles nares to an apart- 
ment where they seized 11 pounds 
‘of cocaine and arrested four per- 
sons. The nares, however, failed to 
‘obtain a search warrant, and Mu- 
nicipal Judge Michael Burke was 
forced to dismiss the charges 
against Debra Harth, 23, Jane 
‘Cornelius, 20, John Bligh, 22, and 
Luis Mussenden, 19. 

© Two DEA nares have testified 
Hawaii that David Bergan, 28, 
‘was in communication with an un- 
dercover agent before their al- 
leged confiscation of a pound of 
cocaine in the Honolulu. Airport. 
‘Telephone conversations between 
Bergan, a law clerk for Circuit 
Judge Norito Kawakami, and the 
informer were tape recorded. 

The DEA narc who was with 
the informer when most of the 
calls took place alleged that coke 
prices were discussed and that a 
meeting place at the Honolulu 
Airport was agreed upon, 

Bergan reportedly brought @ 
black briefcase to the rendezvous 
in the airport men’s room. The 
undercover narc said the cocaine 
was wrapped in 14 individual pack- 
ets and placed inside a paper bag 
Bergan was apprehended after 
boarding a plane bound for Los 
Angeles. 
© José Raul Botero, a native of 
Colombia, was arrested by US. 
Customs agents at the San Juan 
International Airport after 
allegedly smuggling what was 
described as “no more than one- 
eighth of an inch of cocaine” in 
the false bottom of a suitcase. The 
arrest was made by officials follow- 
ing a baggage check. The luggage 
was on an Avianca fight from 
Barranquilla, Colombia, to San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. 
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NATIONAL WEED 
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tray. [ hear that the girl who lived here be 
fore yumped in front i 
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enlarged photos of cigarette butts..Didn't fired and went to sleep. 

meet any women, SoS EE 


The apartmant Faces the once posh Saint 
eorge —now a welfare hotel. There was a. 
4 gears. 


G 
murder there this week the third in 
AT 
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pat rolled vp dollar bills in hi 
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6/8.Called my Father (he lives in Queens) 
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not ready Te cope with him yet 
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(Seve: 
Took the subway home. Felt depressed. 6/ié Went to a ritzy party for business rea 
Squashed 11 roaches before going ta Sleep. | |sons. Didn't know anyone. Tried to be polite. 
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She came over and asked me for a dollar. 
I handed it to her 
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SOME PAPERS ARE 
TOO TALL FOR 
THEIR WIDTH. 

the paper goes around 
the cigarette too many times 
SOME PAPERS ARE NOT 
WIDE ENOUGH 

if you close the ends, there’s not 
much left, 

MOST PAPERS FOLD ACROSS THE STASH 
that makes it hard to roll. 

SOME PAPERS DON’T USE THE BEST ADHESIVES. 
ONLY RIZLA GIVES YOU THE FINEST 

SLOW BURNING PAPER, PURE GUM ARABIC, 
AND A PERFECT 1:1/4 ROLLING PROPORTION. 
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The 
Garden 


(continued from page 63) 

The Ole Miss project is necessarily 
pragmatic, practical. Note the interest in 
the present from the USSR. “What we're 
doing with the Russian plants is this. You 
hear all the time about Russian mari- 
juana being a different species. Cannabis 
ruderalis. Some people say that there are 
three species of cannabis, Cannabis 
sativa, Cannabis ruderalis, and" —he 
gesticulates toward the dope-packed Li 
tle India patch — “Cannabis indica. 

“Botanists mostly agree that there's 
only one species. But it just hasn't 
settled down. Dick Schultes from Har- 
vard says there are three species, and 
we've got all three here. The law only 
reads Cannabis sativa. Schultes ap- 
peared in some cases and won a few. 
Dick's a nice fellow; I enjoy talking to 
him. But T don't agree with him. He 
appeared against a guy in New Jersey 
called Billy Braniff, and Braniff tacked 
Dick's hide to the wall.” 


hich is to state the obvious. That 

the government is not funding the 

Mississippi project in the interests 
of pure botanical science. As we walked 
back toward the gate, we passed a bare 
unplanted half-acre of terrain: 
his is reserved for the Hawaiian 
Carlton Turner said. “Who knows what's 
going to happen? Suppose next year the 
Mexican connection is replaced by the 
Colombian connection? Or the 
Jamaican? Then. under the auspices of 
the national program, we would want to 
be ready to run it through for the basic 
chemical profile. 

“And we'd say. ‘Gentlemen, this is 
what we've done! We have to have 
something that is relevant.” 

He paused. Urbanek walked toward us 
from the potting shed and handed Turner 
asmall polyethylene bag filled with dried 
weed. Turner examined it in the sun 
briefly before turning back. 

“Also.” he added. “we want to be cer- 
tain that we're ready. should the occasion 
arise that we get involved in patent 
infringements” 

Patent infringements? | was a bit 
baffled. 

“Some people have patented some 
basic processes for making THC:" No. he 
couldn't say who. “If we were to get intoa 
situation wherein synthesizing THC for 
the program became a hassle and a politi- 
cal football, then we just go to the mari- 
juana variant that has the best THC 
content and extract it naturally. That's 
the best defense against a patent situa- 
tion. You see” explained Turner, “it's not 
an illegal process to make THC. It's 
illegal to handle it” 


‘We bundled back into the pickup and 
drove toward the labs: passing another 
garden enclosed in a wire grille fence. A 
marijuana annex? 

No. That was Doorenbos’s last proj- 
ect. Now it's used for growing potatoes: 


he Mississippi project has been 

budgeted at something between 

$250,000 and $300,000 a year. The 
annual harvest has been between three 
and five tons. and some 500 separate 
projects in the United States and Europe 
have submitted form 222C, a white form 
with elegant brown scrollwork. to the 
Drug Enforcement Administration, been 
checked out and duly profited from 
Turner's carefully standardized crop. 

“I know just how much we have het 
said Glendell, Turner's secretary. "I have 
nt for it. Down to two decimal 
The marijuana seeds arrive by 
but duly registered, and the dried, 
processed weed is shipped to its legal 
recipients by air freight clearly la- 
beled “Agricultural Plant Material 

Ninety percent of this is disposed of to 
duly deserving projects. “Sixty percent 
goes on animal studies." says Bob Willette 
at the NIDA in Washington, “and about 
twenty percent on human.” ‘Ten percent. 
however. remains in Ole Miss in a 
capacious storeroom on an upper floor. so 
that Carlton Turner and his team may 
perform experiments of their own. The 
team isa small one. just half a dozen right 
now. It includes Dr. Steven Bilitz, who 
specializes in gas chromatographic mass 
spectrometric analysis. the same finely 
tuned instrumentation that recently was 
questing for life in the red dust of Mars 

Bilitz, incidentally, is filled with ad- 
miration for the technik of the dope 
culture: “Many of the people on the 
street who use and abuse drugs are really 
very capable chemists. They know. They 
know how to get morphine out of 
paregoric. Magazines like High Times tell 
them how todo it 

“One of the street legends was that you 
could enhance the potency of marijuana 
by burying it and allowing it to be at- 
tacked by a fungus. Moldy marijuana, the 
legends say. creates a better high than 
fresh. Well. we had a research program 
here that proved that certain microorga- 
nisms improved the psychomimetic. ac- 
tivity of marijuana five times. 

Research right now is being focused on 
the cannabinoids and, increasingly. the 
alkaloids: the active. multifarious ingre- 
dients of this most mysterious plant. In 
one lab. for instance. the grass is being 
processed through translucent intestinal 
sections of glassy tubing and bulbs. 
silver-paper-covered globes. The 
powdered marijuana is dunked into sol- 
{Mahmoud El 
Sohly. a Cairo B.A. with a Ph.D from 
Pittsburgh. and converted to hash oil. 

“All these five gallons” he noted, tap- 
ping a glassy orb like a gargantuan Mr 
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Got the term paper blues? 


Got those term paper blues again? If you are running short 
on time and your assignments are piling up, do yourself a 
favor: try PACIFIC RESEARCH. Our research papers are ex- 
cellent, time-saving research tools. Send for your copy of the 
1977 edition of the PACIFIC RESEARCH mail order catalog 
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Mushrooms 
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Ifyou have ever gathered wild mushrooms and wished 
to have them all year long, then this book is for you 
Professional mycologist Bob Harris describes in detail 
all that is necessary for home cultivation in jars, 
bottles. fishtanks, bathtubs, and outdoors in large 
Following the step-by-step procedures. you 
‘can produce psilocybin mushrooms that weigh up to 


heaps. 


‘one pound each and measure 12” across. 


In addition, there are 8 pages of color photos of 
North American psilocybin mushrooms, 2 species of 


which have not been officially named yet. 


Bob Harris 
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with the key tS you bend. Sa we Ge 


‘We: akey case with a joint case—with a roach clip— 


anda coke spoon. 'a pocket for matches and bills, and wra 


them 


all together in fine imported leather. Now what head in his right mind could 


forget all that? You can 


buy this unforgettable key case at your Head Shop, 


or send $6.95 to us: JAYSALES, 507 5th Avenue, New York, NY 10017. You'll 


never be locked out again. 
(Colors available: 


110 


lack, brown & tan. Your money back if not completely satisfied.) 


Coffee. “come down to two pints” He 
picks up a container full of brown. 
viscous goo. which exudes an odd 
greenish afterlight 

Upstairs are other projects. Bilitz is 
working on his analyses and Farouk El 
Feraly (coincidentally another Egyptian) 
is working on the alkaloids. 

TH sort it out on the chromatograph: 
Bilitz was saying. “Use only one crystal. 
said El Feraly., 

“Wow! You've given me the world 
supply here” Bilitz said. gingerly han- 
dling a small glass container and remov- 
ing himself to his own quarters. 

The crystal was a newly sorted-out 
cannabis constituent. entitl 
nabispiran. “It looks like this 
Feraly, handing me a model that 
resembled a knight on horseback. 
ningly constructed from matchsticks. 
very black dot is a carbon.” El Feraly 
said. “Every red is an oxygen. And the 
bits sticking out are hydrogen atoms. We 
isolated it, and determined the structure 
by x-ray crystallography” 

Okay. But what does it do? 

‘A medical chemist synthesized it re- 
cently and proved it has estrogenic ac- 
tivities. After a certain amount, some 
men may develop breasts. Or it will 
inhibit spermatogen 

In plainer language? “It seems that 
one way or another, marijuana is going to 
affect your sex life” A comparison, for 
instance: “A birth control pill cantains a 
hundred micrograms of an estrogen. And 
a single marijuana cigarette... Okay, let 
me estimate that for you ... a cigarette 
could have something like 50 micro- 
grams. "Maybe. he stressed. "maybe" Ina 
word, maybe. 


here was a girl crying bitterly in 
Turner's office on my last day. She 

T worked, it turned out. for the stu 
dent newspaper. and she had written an 
article dealing with the marijuana 
garden, He had flatly refused to let her 
publish it 

I'm closing the garden up: he told me. 
tight asa tick. No more visitations” 

‘The odd DEA or government man will 
be allowed in from now on, just to see 
what the weed actually looks like. And 
there is a long-planned visit from the 
United Nations. which has been 
demonstrating interest. not to say a cer 
tain amount of anxiety —in the absorbing 
problem of whether marijuana is one 
plant or a hundred. and what to do about 
itin any case. 

There are also private projects of 
Turner's. A marijuana bibliography that 
he has been working on and a book of 
photographs with correct botanical in- 
dexation. To be followed. perhaps. b 
opus on cocaine. 

As to the future—After Decrim—his 
vision is both broad and surprisingly 
detailed. “I hear there are now over 200 
brand names of heroin” he said, “and that 


cun- 


yan 


the pushers not only guarantee the effec- 


tiveness of their brand but will give a 
refund. or, another package. to a 
dissatisfied customer. 


think you're seeing the same thing 
happen in the cannabis trade. You are 
seeing a connoisseur cult develop in 
marijuana. the same as you have in 
wines. Different marijuanas do have 
different tastes. too according to the way 
they're harvested. Just as if it's not a 
French wine of a good year, known to 
have excellent grapes. That is happening 
with marijuana 

“I can take the same marijuana plant 
and harvest it four to five different ways. 
all products that we call marijuana. If 1 
wanted to hawk them. I would call one 
Acapulco Gold. one Panama Red. one 
Mississippi Green —as I notice some peo- 
ple referring to it, as a US. government 
grade—and I would get different prices 
foreach of them. 

I don't think the potency makes a 
dime’s worth of difference. | think it's the 
smoothness of it and the taste. Even the 
fragrance is different. I may be a hundred 
percent wrong. but I think this is what it 
all boils down to” 

So those tobacco companies with their 
farmlands allegedly waiting in the Deep 
South may. one supposes. be a hundred 
percent right. Quality control will— 
Turner cautions—be something of a 
problem. Unlike nicotine or alcohol. the 
dope content of marijuana is highly 
volatile. Prepare and package your 
cigarettes precisely right. but moistness 
and age will wreak their will. “Some 
people will leave it in a storeroom per- 
haps.and what was two percent THC 
when they got it will be one percent 


enter here a vague and unpredic 

table landscape. a topography of 

problems. It is. of course. for the 
purpose of dealing with problems that 
research programs are created. and the 
Mi ippi marijuana garden has ob- 
viously played its part. But its future, 
after the visit of the United Nations 
gruppe this fall. s at time of this 
writing, hazy 

There may well be no harvest in 1977 

Carlton Turner theorizes. “It may not be 
ne ry: he explains. "We may have 
nough material for our needs: 
Harvest problems continue to occupy 
the mind of the man who created the 
project. Dr. Coy Waller. “You see, we can’t 
use insecticides” he explained to me. 
‘We don’t know what effect they would 
have on human subjects. If we had an 
outbreak of insects we'd be licked” 

Other imponderables lap ‘round him 
The project is useful, but not. he says 
delicately, indispensable. “Other agen- 
cies can work out the protocols. the 
standards. And other nations” 

Everything comes to an end.’ he said 
with a falling cadence. “All projects end” 
He sounded not dissatisfied at all. @ 
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A Smuggling Ace 


(continued from page 40) 


High Times: How about the possibility 
of disguising a blimp asa cloud? 
Smuggler: But you still have to work out 
a way to fake the rain, and what happens 
when a plane tries to fly through the 
“cloud?” [Laughter] These are the kind 
of conversations smugglers get into. 
They're rarely productive. The best ways 
are the straightforward ways. 

High Times: What kind of scenes might 
there be on the Colombian docks now? 
Smuggler: Colombian-wise, there are 
people who are happy smuggling 500 
pounds, hidden inside the hull of a sail- 
boat. Other people will load a sailboat 
down with five tons, and other people 
don't really think it's worth doing unless 
they bring in 25 tons on a freighter. And I 
think 25 tons is a bit much to on-load 
from small boats. At that point it becomes 
worthwhile and more practical to pay off 
someone at the dock. 

But if you don't know a place where 
you can pay off a dock, you do it at night. 
At this end, when it gets up to 25 tons or 
80, you get to the point where you have 
fork-lift trucks and trucks with 
hydraulic tailgates and conveyor belts, 
and so on—this is what many people 
have now. 

High Times: What's the best fork-lift 
truck? 

Smuggler: Hyster 

High Times: When you actually make a 
run, is there any effort at quality con- 
trol—making sure that the weed stays 
fresh, doesn't get mildewed with salt 
water? 

Smuggler: It's very difficult to control 
the quality of 25 tons of marijuana. The 
way you control it is by knowing where 
you get it from and who you get it from. 
‘They'll be connected to farmers who are 
geographically located in the right place, 
producing better marijuana. I've dealt in 
high-quality runs where we were going 
down to specifically get like the very best 
gold or wacky weed. But very high- 
quality dope is perishable; it may be 
garbage by the time it gets up here. 

High Times: Do you think there's any 
truth in the rumors that smugglers ware- 
house huge quantities of weed in order to 
create shortages and to drive prices up? 
Smuggler: This is an old story, and I can 
understand how the average American 
consumer with quite legitimate paranoia 
about big business would be concerned 
about this. But the reality is that big 
quantities of dope have a tendency to get 
busted—and if there's one thing a smug- 
gler ora ton dealer wants to do it's get rid 
of the stuff and convert it to cash as 
quickly as possible. Marijuana smugglers 
and dealers will stay up a week straight 
just to get rid of it—and ton dealers and 
smugglers are subject to a lot of nervous 
breakdowns just because of worrying 


uz 


about having a million dollars’ worth of 
marijuana sitting in a garage or ware- 
house or a house somewhere. A curious 
mailman, a guy coming in to check the 
water, an accidental fire, even a nosy 
neighbor can blow a million dollars. 
Td say generally from the time of entry 
into this country to the time of sale to the 
consumer is almost always less than a 
month. There is no stockpiling or hoard- 
ing on the mass level. 

You've got to realize that there are 
easily a couple of thousand serious 
groups of importers of Colombian mari- 
juana alone, and there are, you know, a 
couple of thousand more Mexican im- 
porters, so any one group or any one 
organization or even a group of onganiza- 
tions withholding pot to drive up the 
prices would have no effect on the overall 
market. It's not to say that some indi- 
vidual dealers don't jack up their custom- 
ers, but overall you're talking about a 
wide-open market where it's not possible 
to manipulate the price by manipulating 
the supply. Weed is very expensive to 
begin with and I personally think the 
limit of the price elasticity that the cus- 
tomers are willing to bear has been 
reached. On the other hand, that top price 
creates the economic suction to get it in 
despite any obstacles the government 
throws in its way, and the obstacles are 
considerable. If it weren't for that high 
price, there would be far less dope 
around. 

High Times: But once you've converted 
this dangerously detectable substance 
into money, you find that that's dan- 
gerously detectable also, so you experi- 
ment with the exotic forms of banking. 
Smuggler: Well, smugglers always talk 
about retiring, but somehow they never 
do. They're unstable individuals by na- 
ture, and it doesn't attract your best type 
of citizen. And they have trouble holding 
onto money. A smuggler can go through a 
hundred thousand dollars ina month and 
have nothing to show for it except maybe 
a quad stereo and a Kawasaki Z-1. The 
ones who hold onto it long enough to 
have to worry about what to do with it, 
like all the other illicit millionaires in the 
country, tend to put it in foreign banks, 
under phony bank account names. 

High Times: Speaking of money, do you 
find yourself subsidizing many federal 
officials? 

Smuggler: Oftentimes we've had some- 
body in the Coast Guard paid off, to tip us 
that we were hot; somebody in the sher- 
iff's office paid off; somebody in Customs 
paid off and so on. It's very common. 
‘There are so many young people getting 
high in the Coast Guard that there are 
many good opportunities to buy some- 
body off. Sometimes they'll even do it for 
free. The Coast Guard is so heavily infil- 
trated at this point by heads that their 
chances of stopping payoffs are fairly 
bad. Of course, the DEA is also quite 
corruptible. On the other hand, some 


people that will tip you on a marijuana 
thing can’t be bought on acoke thing. The 
DEA‘s well aware of this. 
High Times: Do you get high while 
you're actually making a run? 
Smuggler: You get very high. One thing 
about marijuana is that it's calming, and 
tension on a run is very high. There's 
nothing more satisfying than smoking 
dope that you smuggled in yourself— 
nothing gets you higher. Another thing is 
that in the middle of a smuggling run, 
you can smoke a lot of marijuana and not 
feel much at all. The tension is incredibly 
intense, but it’s also subtle. It's like war. 
So you have to smoke a lot. 
High Times: Do you have much trouble 
with organized marijuana smuggling 
syndicates that make huge payoffs at high 
levels in order to bring in huge amounts 
of mediocre dope? 
Smuggler: I've encountered these peo- 
ple's representatives down in Colombia, 
making buys, and I've been aware of their 
operations up here, but one would no 
more cross these people than one would 
cross the police. It's sort of like the same 
thing. They don't like what we're doing 
because our dope is better and usually 
cheaper for its quality, so we tend to 
undermine the market a bit, but it's such 
a wide-open market that it's not that 
much a factor. 
High Times: Do you think the high 
profits are justified? 
Smuggler: Definitely. I've been ma- 
rooned, had planes crash in the ocean, 
lost propellers. been helped up by ban- 
dits, thrown into jail, lost sails, had fights 
break out among the perpetrators; we've 
had every kind of mishap possible. I've 
earned every penny. 
High Times: Is it possible to net a mil- 
lion dollars on asingle run now? 
Smuggler: Oh, sure. 
High Times: Isitcommon? 
Smuggler: It's common, but it’s no more 
common than getting busted. The two 
things tend to follow each other. Some- 
times people make a million dollars and 
later they get busted. Sometimes they get 
busted and later they make a million 
dollars. It takes a lot out of you psycho- 
logically. Psychologically you feel utterly 
and completely drained after a run. 
Someone who's done five or six big runs, 
they're like a 70-year-old person. You're 
coping under combat conditions. it's all 
battlefield psychology. You can end up 
with shell shock; you can end up punchy 
from it, you're twisted and bent so many 
different ways from it all. Anybody can 
fuck you over and anybody can mess you 
up. Any little accident can wipe out 
months of work and millions of dollars. 
It is strange to see an 18- or 19-year-old 
kid with a couple of million doliars. But 
these people rarely hold onto it—it 
quickly passes on to other people, so it’s 
not that they're making a million dollars; 
it's merely passing through them tem- 
porarily. It's definitely addictive. If you're 


Sometimes it's hard to 
decide. You know, which bowl 
to light? What bong to bong? 
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the night...Right? 

“Anyway, that’s why Mello 
Juana designs paraphernalia 
for all nes of smoking. We 
know one pipe cant do it all. 

We also know you want 
the best pipe for the best price. 
So we design ours to look 
good and smoke good, for not 
much money, 

Take a look. We've 
got some of the nicest brass and 
chrome pipes anywhere. Or 
check out our beautiful marble 
pipes and roach clips. 


OR JUST 
, LOOK AT IT? 


We might even have 
some pipes you haven't seen 
anywhere yet. Like our new 
woodstoné pipes. Desk model. 
Pocket pipe. Or bong. 

hey're perfect for big bowl 
smokers. 

And there’s more. Our 
beautiful new exotic wood pipes 
and cases. Truly the wood 
pipe for collectors. 

But don't get the idea 
that thi ecause the! 
whole catalog of Mell 
Juana paraphernalia. So if you 
hayent tried it 
should try it s 

After all 
gets you high 


50n. 
.».Mello Juana 


8 MELLO-JUANA 


Ask for it byname. 


DISTRIBUTED BY NORTHWOODS ASSOCIATES TOLL FREE 1-800-328-6142 


Retai 


rs and distributors call or write: NORTHWOODS ASSOCIATES. 7536 WASHINGTON AVE. SO., EDEN PRAIRIE, MINN. 
‘58343, for a poster size print of this advertisement for in store promotion. Catalogs available to retail outlets and distributors. 
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Dealer 

Box 319 

‘Madison Sq. Station 
NY.NLY. 10010 


Eject~ 
A~Ash! 


A great way to smoke, with 
features you won't find in 

vy other pipe, The 
screenless and paperless 
Eject-A-Ash fills up 
automatically when sucked 
‘on, and ejects the ashes 
when you turn and push 
the center slide, The 
exclusive moisture slide is 
designed so that there is no 
glass to glass contact after 
the first pipeful. Eject-A-Ash 
is also se/f-cleaning and has 
a built-in resin vapor trap. 


To get an Eject-A-Ash of 
your own, send $3.50 to 
Cannabisco Distributing 

at the address below. 
Retailers’ inquiries are invited, 


10514 Truro Avenue 
Inglewood, California 90304 
(213) 671.3336 


really good at it, you make far more 
money than Mick Jagger can make. 

To carry the Rolling Stones analogy 
further, mounting a smuggling operation 
involves so much equipment, as many 
people, more money and as many logisti- 
cal problems as putting the Rolling 
Stones out on tour. The difference is that 
instead of being done amidst a barrage of 
publicity, it's done in total secrecy in the 
middle of the night, as it were. 

It's far more interesting and you're af- 
fecting far more people in a much strong- 
er way. The strange thing is that the 
bigger you are, the less known you are. 
It's sort of like you're the mirror image of 
a successful public figure, like a novelist, 
a rock star, sports figure, or whatever. But 
the better you are at smuggling the less 
known you are. You get addicted to the 
idea of having that much control over... 
control and effect over people, just like a 
rock star who gets a kick out of turning 
on the radio in his car and hearing his 
own songs being played. A smuggler gets 
a kick out of going over to his friend's 
house and lighting up some dope that he 
smuggled in two months ago. And you do 
know your dope, you recognize your own 
dope. 

But these people are like meteors, sky- 
rockets, they come fast and they go fast 

.. they have short happy lives. Cocaine 
is a real occupational hazard of smug- 
glers because they have access to large 
amounts of very pure cocaine. 

High Times: This is because they're 
down south, South American circles. 

‘Smuggler: Some of them are very flam- 
boyant, they have a sense of it's all one 
big party, and it isn't going to be lasting 
much longer. Successful smugglers and 
dealers lean toward jets. private planes, 

Jaguars, Maseratis, Rolls Royces, toys 
like that. I've seen plenty of it, huge 
banquets, very high living, big mansions, 
incredible coke parties, harems of 
women. These are the things you see. I 
mean, there was one guy who had a 
castle with a moat around it, machine- 
gun guards. There are guys who buy 
islands, live on them. 

High Times: Do you have any dealings 
with dope tasters? Have you ever used a 
dope taster to go out and taste dope 
before you smuggle it? 

Smuggler: I think that very few syndi- 
cates would have the sophistication to do 
that. They generally tend to take the dope 
that they get. For the money that's being 
laid out, it would be a good idea to have 
one. But I think that such a person would 
be very hard to find—not impossible but 
very hard—because very few people 
have a sense of mass taste. 

High Times: Have you ever met anyone 
who presented himself as a professional 
dope taster? 

Smuggler: No, not as such, but there are 
people who have, in fact, performed this 
function ... well, not doing it as a profes- 
sional career. I mean, Iread the interview 


in High Times about the dope taster, and 
it was obvious that the person was 
knowledgeable and authentic. 

High Times: What is the farthest you've 
ever traveled to cop dope? 

Smuggler: Well, I never traveled any 
farther than Colombia or Hawaii, but I 
have financed expeditions to Thailand. 
High Times: Do your parents turn on, 
and do they know now that you are a 
smuggler? 

Smuggler: My parents don’t turn on, 
and they have no idea that I'm a smuggler. 
I know people who have used their par- 
ents and grandparents in smuggling op- 
erations, particularly in runnning vehi- 
cles across the border, like Mexico. It's an 
old scam; the DEA is on to it. First you 
turn your parents on to getting high, then 
you turn them on to smuggling. You 
know, the family that smuggles together, 
snuggles together. 

High Times: Who is the toughest law- 
man you ever met? 

Smuggler: The toughest lawman that I 
ever heard of, I never met, because I was 
always a little tougher and I managed to 
evade him, but I was once involved in a 
manhunt wherein the police were quite 
persistent. We had a plane that was spot- 
ted making a landing, and the police 
moved into the area and surrounded the 
plane while we hid out in the desert for 
about a week. 

High Times: Where was this? 
Smuggler: New Mexico. And these peo- 
ple never gave up. You would have 
thought that, all things considered, what 
were we? Insignificant hippies smug- 
gling some flowers and the desert is very 
big and, we had to hide out for about a 
week without any water or food. 

High Times: What did you survive on if 
you had no water or food? 

‘Smuggler: We were hacking open cac- 
tuses and sucking out the juices, you 
know, and drinking water from stagnant 
pools that we found that were all covered 
with green scum. They used planes, they 
used helicopters, they used jeeps, they 
had patrols on foot, they had dogs. For 
tunately I never met the man who was 
directing the operation. He has to be the 
toughest lawman ever. 

High Times: What was the most time 
you ever spent ina motel room? 
Smuggler: A week is not uncommon. 
But think the most time was two and a 
half weeks. I was waiting for a very 
important phone call. A great deal of 
money had been spent, and I wasn't 
about to be out of the room when this 
phone call came. It was in Miami, and 
they had nothing on TV but cop shows, 
showing people getting busted for dope. 
At that particular time they were show- 
ing S.W.A.T. twice a day! People wonder 
how I spend so much time in Florida and 
don't havea tan. 

High Times: What's the highest bail 
you ever put up? 

Smuggler: Well, per person, $100,000. 


Did you miss an 
issue of High Times? 


‘© Number 4/Spring'75 ¢ Interview 
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Sure you did- 


Even if you ransacked three cities to find it. High Times sells out as 
soon as it goes on sale, and the people who buy it don't throw it away. 
So if you need a back issue—for hard-to-find dope facts, to complete a 
set, or just to read and refer to over and aver again—act now to acquire 
your own copies of issues 4/11—while they last. And you don't have 
to pay rip-off prices—just use the handy coupon to order any or all of 
ourback issues for only $2.00 apiece. 
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‘Number 7/December/fanuary 
1976/Special Double Issuc 
Government-Subsidized Highs @ 
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For Legal Cocaine ¢ Grow Magic 
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Cold Smoking 
‘Atuminum-Carburated 

fora better hit. On 

chain so you dont lose. 
s'pipet. "its Not » CLIP! 
MR. SLICK'S SMOKIN” STIX with Key Chain. Avaliable 
ow at your local headshop through most distributors. 
From SLICK MFG. INC., P.O. Box 21392 Cleveland, OH 


Is BETTER! 


Don’t Cheat 


Yourself 
Or 
Your Friends 


‘rams accurately, What 
more do you need? $50.00 each, 2 for $80.00 
Send check or money order to ‘The Scale People 
P.O. Box 6537 


Glendale, Calif. 91205 


ANCRIRE ASE GALCER 


ss 


Each Incense Ash Catcher is crafted from cherry, maple, and other 
"7 selected fine hardwoods, and includes 1 packet ofFresh Scents” 
9) Incense. Send $3.00 plus 50c postage and handling (Total $3.50) to: 

Music City Incense, P.O. Box 12333, 
315 11th Ave. South, Nashville, TN. 37212 
Dealer / Distributor inquiries invited - On Your Company letterhead, 
send for our free catalog. Tele.: 615-242-4422 
100% retund if not satisfied 


The New AG Barrel Supercharger! 


ALL ALUMINUM 


LEAKPROOF 
* 
LIGHT WEIGHT 


‘ALL TYPES OF LIQUID, 
‘CAPSULE & SOLID 
PHARMACEUTICALS 

FULLY GUARANTEED 


BINARIAL” INHALER 


‘Mail check or money order in an envelope with your return adciress to: 
INHALER OFFER HT « THE DUNGEON 1141 Folsom Street ¢ San Francisco, CA 94103 


High Times: Total? 
Smuggler: No. $100,000 per person, for 
five people. 
High Times: That's $500,000. 
Smuggler: Yeah. 
High Times: Did any of them jump 
bond? 
Smuggler: All of them jumped bond. 
High Times: Did you regret losing the 
money? 
Smuggler: No, I was delighted to lose 
the money. That's why there's so much 
profit in the business, because occa- 
sionally that’s what you have to do. I've 
never let anybody rot in jail. Nobody's 
ever been abandoned in anything I've 
been involved with. 
High Times: Did you ever jump bond? 
Smuggler: Yeah. I've broken out of jail. 
I've broken other people out of jail 
High Times: What was your most dra- 
matic jailbreak? 
Smuggler: A friend of mine got put in 
jail. They were transporting some dope 
in the Southwest and they got nabbed in a 
small town in Texas. This was like years 
ago before they said you had to have bail, 
so they wouldn't post a bail for these 
people. Finally, they bailed this one guy 
out because he didn’t have any previous 
arrest. But the other person had some 
previous warrants, and they held him. 
So this person pretended to get sick. 
and they put him in the county hospital 
and chained him to the bed with hand- 
cuffs, we went in pretending to be visi- 
tors. Because it was a county hospital and 
sort of semiloose, they really weren't 
expecting us. We went in with hacksaws 
and sawed the chains and handcuffs 
loose and brought in clothes, and that 
person walked out with us. It wasn't like 
we dynamited the place. 
High Times: Did you ever have to mark 
a passage by the stars? 
Smuggler: I can look up at the stars, but 
they all look like the Big Dipper to me. I 
was never quite sure. 
High Times: You're not the Ancient 
Mariner 
Smuggler: I was never that good. I've 
run aground quite a few times, and I've 
gotten lost a lot. That's one of the reasons 
I found it expedient to hire other people 
for this sort of thing. Idon’t havea natural 
sense of direction. 
High Times: Do you actually have a 
pilot's license? 
Smuggler: Not only do I have a pilot’s 
license, but I have dozens of pilot's li- 
censes, all phony. 
High Times: You must have hundreds 
of adventure tales to tell, right? 
Smuggler: Isuppose Ido 
High Times: Do you feel like talking 
anymore right now? 
Smuggler: Not really. 
High Times: Do you believe in an after 
life? 
Smuggler: I hope to come back as a 
marijuana plant—over and over and over 
again. @ 


THE ONLY tad 
TO CLEAN YOUR GRASS 


When it comes to cleaning 
your favorite blend, 
Marygin will do it right. 
There's no mashing 
shaking or grinding, just 
a gentle tumbling action 
that separates the stems 
and seeds from your 
arass. 

Just follow the simple 
instructions and your 
stash will be cleaned in 
seconds 

There are over 300.000 
gins now in use and it's 
time you found out what 
it’s all about. Visit your 
local smoke shop and if 
you can't find one. write 
Us. For quality rolling 
mixture Marygin makes 
the difference. 


Marygin Inc. 

P.O. Box 5827 
Tueson, Ariz.85703 
(602) 623-3732 


Are you 
ready for the 
first snow 
of the year 


$12.00 
including shipping 

When snow comes your 
way, beprepared witha 
Deering Precision Scale. 
© Accurate to 1/20 of a gram 

* Maximum capacity 2.0 grams, 

* Adjustable zeroing device. 

* Folds into a compact case. 

* Fully guaranteed. 

‘* Send check or money order. 


Correct Count Co. 


DEPT. H.T. 
P.O, BOX 625 
PORT WASHINGTON, N.Y. 11050 


God know 
everybody tri 
clean their grass the best they 
can. But even the most right- 
ous stuff can burn like hell if its 
not cleaned just right. Which is 
Where’ The Can” can save your 
grass. Its precision-calibrated 
Screen cleans out all the seeds 
and twigs. but leaves in all the 
s. They roll 
easy and smoke heavenly. Slow 
and even. “The Can’is even 
air-tight So you can store 
cleaned dope and paper: 
bottom. And since it isn't one of 
tho: p pl 


display it with pride forever. And 


ever. Available in brushed aluminum 
for $30 or polished brass for $36 


ic jobs, youcan 


> 


7 FZ 


Send your check or money order 
to:""The Can,” Box 630727, Ojus, 
FI. 33163. But Holy Smoke, hurry! 


BVA BYU 
TM. 
FOR PEOPLE ON THE GO! 
NOW YOU CAN TAKE A BOTA BONG 
ALONG WHEREVER THE ACTION IS, AND 
DOIT IN STYLE, 
© Concerts @ Hiking Camping 
© Biking @ Picnics @ Anywhere 
AVAILABLE IN: Brown, Rust, Palomino 
Complete with adjustable strap 
Dimensions: 7” x 14” x 3” 
Send cash, check or money order for 
$16.00 + $1.00 postage & handing - Calif, res, 
add 96¢ Sales Tax to: 
AHEAD ENT. 
P.O. BOX 19 


Toke for Toke 


Glass Smokes Cleaner 


“ 3 Great NEW Glass Pipes 
YQ) SP SPECIAL! — All Three $15.00 Tow} 


v Certified Check or M.O. 
ORDERS POST PAID! 
Dealers Please Inquir 


No. 147 
ware HASH HITTER 
BUGLE 
ind} Without 
‘Spilliig Water — 
$4.00 {ce or Snow - Cool Hiter 
only $5.00 only $8.00 
UNIVERSAL GLASSWORKS, INC. (Es. 1971) « 505 E. Burleigh  Mibaukeo, WI.59212 « (414) 3727655, 


Exotic Ivory & Gold 
A Fashionable Stash 


Beautiful, functional, this exquisitely carved 
214” African ivory pendant opens to 

reveal its 18K solid gold spoon & 

moisture-proof interior. The ideal 

container to protect your most precious 

Powders. Wear as a pendant or pocket piece; 

comes with 20” gold chain. Send $38.00 (Calif 
residents add 6% sales tax) plus $1.00 for shipping to: 


PACIFIC DESIGNS 
828 Chapala Street #201 Santa Barbara, California 93101 
money back guarantee 


Dealers’ inquiries welcome 


and wear it! 


Let them know you know how to protect yourself. 
After you put out all that dough, safeguard your 
investment with the best! A T-Shirt sporting 
our Seal lets 'em know you can’t be fooled 


For a Sno- Seal T-Shirt send 
$5.00 plus .75 for postage. 
Specify sm., med., Ig. or x-I9. 
For a package of 30 Sno- Seals 
send $2.00 plus .50 postage 


Thebizness 
P.O. Box 1230 
Boulder, Colo. 80302 


DEMAND THE BEST, DEMAND SNO - SEALS 


DON’T KEEP YOUR STASH IN TRASH 


PSYCHOCOFFEES 


(continued from page 69) 
after eight months, 

“The man who lived on coffee lasted 
two years. 

“The man who lived on tea succumbed 
after three years. 

“Isuspect that the East India Company 

solicited this experiment in the interests. 
of its own commerce. 
‘he man of chocolate died in a horri- 
ble state of putrescence. devoured by lice. 
His limbs fell off one by one, like those of 
the Spanish monarchy. 

“The man of coffee died burnt out. as if 
the fires of Gomorrah had roasted him to 
a crisp. You could have made lime out of 
him. In fact, somebody proposed that— 
but the experiment seemed contrary to 
the immortality of his soul 

“The man of tea became emaciated and 
almost transparent, and died of con- 
sumption in the condition of a lantern 
you could see right through his body: 
philanthropist could have read the Times 
by putting a light behind his corpse. 
the proper English couldn't have per- 
mitted a more original experiment” 

After dinner we settle in for a game of 
Dealer McDope. Linda sips Antigua from 
her grandmother's cup. a dainty bit of 
gold-rimmed china made a hundred 
years ago in imperial Austria. “Wow! 
she says. rolling her dice. “It spells C-O- 
FE-E in big letters in your mouth! 
Taking it as an omen of good luck. Linda 
charges into Guatemala City on the game 
board and proceeds to corner the dope 
market 

Two hours later the rest of us are 
lamenting the deplorable commercializa- 
tion weed will probably undergo once it's 
legalized. “Look what happened with 
coffee” Jim says. “With all the incredible 
kinds of coffee in the world, people still 
drink instant. Brim was the official drink 
of the Olympics. Have you seen those 
new ‘European’ mixes? They're all 
powdered nondairy creamer and sugar 
and chemicals. Balzac was right— what's 
going to happen to our destiny with 
Americans glugging down gallons of this 
kind of shit?” 

Jim is an architect and sometime 
NASA consultant who specializes in 
spacecraft interiors and other mini-en- 
vironments. so I ask if he knows what 
kind of coffee the astronauts took to the 
moon. 

“Probably freeze-dried,” he replies. 
‘All their food was freeze-dried, because 
you can boil water on a spaceship with- 
out too much trouble. But can you imag- 
ine it? We spend billions of dollars so 
some astronaut can sip a cup through a 
straw while he’s dangling out there. and 
that's the best we can do. America’s 
legacy to outer space—freeze-dried cof- 
fee. Sooner or later they'll be growing it 
hydroponically on Mars” @ 


There’s a reason why Volupté_ and Fiord, are the 
world’s largest-selling sensuous smoking blends 


It’s because they are carefully formu- 
lated to be truly effective. It's because 
Woodley Herber* has only used the finest 
herbs, no matter how expensive. Herbs 
that have been used as aphrodisiacs for 
centuries, Fabled yohimbe from Africa, 
ginseng from China, Mexican damiana 
plus verbascum flowers, humulus lupus 
and many others to produce two potent, 
but fine-tasting, blends . . . to smoke like 
marijuana, or mix with your own regular 
blend 
Smoke a joint with your lover . . . feel 
your bodies smile at each other, 


CAUTION: Avoid driving oF operating heavy’ eq 
The Woodley Herber Company 


*Woodley Herber, Volupte? and Fiord are traden 
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me SOCIAL PRODUCTS © 2 Park Place ® Bronxville, NY. 10708 
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SUBTOTAL. 
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1AM 21 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER 
Pcie olow up to 4 weeis for delivery, 
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Gear Cord No 


OHAUS Triple Beam | 


The Measurement People 


With weights as shown, its The price is $62.00 


capacity is 2610 grams OAT WILLIE’S”” $4.00 shipping 


1610 SAN ANTONIO / AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701 


476-4193 
€.0.0. or Money Order only please. 


FITZYANOZ isa quality crafted, sterling silver 
es tube handmade to precision specifications, 
a backed up by quality workmanship. 
00 $20.00 


GREEN AND BLACK JADE MORTAR 
AND PESTLE SETS Our own design built 
to stringent specifications - 40mm in diameter, polished bow! 
and pestle. JADE - the mystical stone of the East. 
The Cow's Jewels are designed by our resident jeweler to craftman’s specifications, 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
THE COW'S JEWELS - P.O. Box 2323 - Jax., Florida -32203 


DEALER'S INQUIRIES INVITED Checks: 4 weeks, Money Orders: immediately 


$1 


| GET HIGH i 
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STYLE om 7 


* BLACK © SAND. eSkY BLUE 
| @ AUST /@ GOLD 


COME TOGETHER RINGS & ROACHCLIPS 
SOLID BRONZE KINETIC JEWELRY 


LET THE PEOPLE COME TOGETHER TO HOLD YOUR 

ROACHES OR TO WRAP THEMSELVES AROUND 

SHIP 88,00, YOUR FINGER. EACH PIECE IS INDIVIDUALLY 
RING— $10.00 CREATED AND IS THEREFORE UNIQUE 
(SEND RING SIZE) THERE ARE NO TWO PIECES 
EXACTLY ALIKE. 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY 
ORDER TO: 

RAINMAKER TRADING CO. 

( MAKANDA. ILL. 62958 

TO FORM ONE Ri : WHOLESALE & RETAIL 
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The Sensuous 
Mango 

(continued from page 85) 

far from wonderful, for it contains a 
powerful concentration of acid and an oil 
that tastes like turpentine. Persons who 
think they do not like mangoes may 
never have tasted one in the right stage 
for eating. To do that, one must really go 
to the tropics. For the mango is a tree of 
the torrid zone, and even in southern 
Florida it is not quite as happy as it 
shouldbe. 

The Asian tropics are the native home 
of the mango. and in Asia no country is 
more closely associated with the fruit 
than India. where the mango tree is 
regarded as sacred. The best mangoes in 
the world are said to come from Bombay. 
I was in Bombay once. but unluckily it 
was Jan | months too early. 
An Indian I met there told me that at the 
height of the season, people lie on the 
sidewalks with glazed looks of ecstasy as 
they let ripe mangoes drip into their 
mouths. In his Autobiography of a Yogi. 
the late Paramahansa Yogananda wrote 
that it is impossible for a Hindu to con- 
e of a heaven without mangoes. And 
end sent me the following note about 
mangoes and the great Hindu saint 
Ramakrishna. 


Ramakrishna (1836-1886) was so holy 
that. in the model manner of a Hindu 
saint. he spent most of his last years in 
samadhi and had to be carried about 
and fed by his disciples. In support of 
your point about the mango is the 
following exchange between Sri 
Ramakrishna and his chief disciple: 
Nanda: Is there no afterlife? What 
about punishment for oursins? 
Master: Why not enjoy your man- 
goes? What need have you to 
calculate about the afterlife and 
what happens then and things 
like that? Eat your mangoes. 
You need mangoes. —from The 
‘Wheelof Death by Philip Kapeau 


This reverence for mangoes is visible 
wherever they are grown. One day in San 
José. | bought a bag of them and went 
back to my hotel to eat them. The elevator 
boy asked me what I had bought. 

“Mangoes: I said 

"Oh." he said. and we looked at each 
other and grinned—He knew. 

Mango venders grin at you the same 
way. They know. They all know the 
capacity of this fruit to give pleasure, 
extraordinary pleasure. A tugboat cap- 
tain with whom I once shared some 
mangoes in Miami at the tail-end of the 
season said.as he slurped a juicy slice, 
“Next best thing to sex” (he used a more 
vivid word) 

The flavor of the mango is neither 
subtle nor simple. It is complex and rich 


the way Indian music is complex. And it 
is so luscious that it commands one's 
whole attention. I have seen people eat 
ordinary fruit —apples. oranges. ban: 
nas—casually, nibbling at them while 
reading, writing. carrying on conversa- 
tions. | have never seen anyone eat a 
perfect mango and be able to do anything 
but concentrate on the pure pleasure of 
the experience. I indulged in that ex- 
perience quite frequently during the 
week I spent in San José: 

Now. although I could not do anything 
while I was actually experiencing these 
mango highs. I could not help thinking 
afterward how analogous they are to 
other sorts of highs. In fact. the image of 
Indians in Bombay stretched out with 
glazed expressions dripping mangoes 
into their mouths (something I have 
never seen, mind you. only heard about) 
has always stuck with me because it 
sounds so much like an altered state of 
consciousness. 

‘The knowing grins of mango devotees. 
the comparison of the pleasure of eating 
the fruit to sexual pleasure, the sacred 
status of the tree in India, all point to an 
ability to transport people to a realm of 
experience out of the ordinary. And the 
essence of that experience is concentra- 
tion. in this case on an intensely 
pleasureful sensation in the mouth 
When I indulge in serious mango-eating 
I become oblivious to things around me 
even to things inside me. such as my 
thoughts. For a brief time. there is 
nothing but the pleasure. and the 
pleasure isa high. 

Or perhaps it would be better to 
that the pleasure triggers a high. becaus 
it seems to me that it is the concentration 
that is the high. the pleasure being 
merely the stimulus for concentration 
Anything that can bring about this focus- 
ing of attention can get us high. even if it 
is something normally perceived as pain- 
ful. In fact. pain. itself, if a person is set to 
perceive it differently —that is, to accept 
it, not to resist it—can bring about tate 
of intense concentration and a resultant 
high. The highs of altered states of con- 
sciousness, such as those of trai and 
meditation, are similarly related to fo 
ing of awareness. When we learn to bring 
about this kind of concentration at will 
we can be independent of external trig- 
gers, whether drugs. sex or mangoes, 

Yoga philosophy says that one step in 
this process is constant self-reminding 
that the high comes from within. not 
from without: from the nervous system. 
not from the mango. Being at an early 
stage of this practice. lam furious to be in 
Panama and find only a few scrawny 
mangoes for sale. “It's too early” people 
tell me, not at all impressed when I wave 
my arms and shout that it was not too 
early in Costa Rica. If arrive in Colom- 
bia and am told it's too late. there will be 
trouble. I have no intention of breaking 
the mango habit by going cold turkey. @ 


Help Decriminalize Marijuana!! 
Write Your U.S. Congressman 
and Senators in Support of the 
Javits/Koch Bill (S. 1450/H.R. 
6108). For More Info: NORML, 
Washington, D.C. 20037. 
TEL. (202) 223-3170 


MARIJUANA GROWER'S GUIDE ger 


The Marijuana Grower's Guide is the most up-to-date and ac 
curate book on the subject of marijuana cultivation. For th 
smallest or the largest scale growers. Discloses secrets of master 
eass Tarmers. Detailed instructions for building a high-yield 
thdoor minitarm to supply a constant flow of superior quality 
Smoke. Where to obtain equipment. Also everything you could 
possibly need to know about outdoor cultivation. Complete 
directions for every step. 


Probably 
the most knowledgeable book ever published 
‘on growing marijuana 
High Times 
Send $4400 ($3.50 + 50 for postage and handling) to 
Quick Trading Co. PO. Box 477 San Francisco, Ca 94101 


Send for free components catalogue 


ETCHED GLASS CUTTING SLABS 


These hand etched gl pieces area beautfulas wel as practical 
auton to your paraphernalia.useful works of art 
812"x 10/2" 1/2” $20. Stand included 
Dealers: your own design on ores of 25 or more 
Send check or money order (no..od, lease) to 
LUGHT-ART 4419 SW. Flower, Portland, Ore $7221 
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Records 


SINCERELY, by the Dwight Twilley 
Band (Shelter SRL-52001). One thing 

bel about rock in ‘76— 
most of the best of it is, 
straight from the past, 
land from bands that 
most people never 
leven heard of. Does 
this mean that many 
of the bands people have heard of are 
unbearably lame? That's exactly what it 
means. And not only lame, but preten- 
tious. boring, lazy and ready for the glue 
factory. But you know that already. So 
now listen to the good stuff. 

Dwight Twilley is a skinny young man 
from Tulsa with a shell-shock face and a 
delivery that can match it. He avoids any 
pretense of mid-Seventies hip in favor of 
a posture that's honest and straightfor- 
ward. He has wit. intelligence. versatility 
and taste. He's a rock historicist who 
pulls influences forward (Elvis. the Ever- 
ly Brothers, Del Shannon. the Beatles. the 
Zombies — you get the idea) and fits them 
into a sound that nods at the past but 
doesn't dwell there. Sincerely is his first 
album, and it'sa knockout. 

The Dwight Twilley Band began as a 
Tulsa folk duo called Oister (two halves 
of the pearl, or something like that) 
whose fascination with Presley led them 
into rock. Twilley and his partner, Phil 
Seymour, spent years recording demo 
tapes and mowing lawns before they 
walked into the Los Angeles offices of 
Shelter Records. Their debut release, a 
Shelter single called “I'm on Fire’ hit the 
top 20 in the summer of 1975. and an 
album was supposed to follow that Octo- 
ber But the quarrel that erupted between 
Shelter and Leon Russell made that im- 
possible. so Twilley kept working on the 
album until June. By then Russell was on 
Warner Bros., the Shelter ownership dis- 
pute had been settled and the label was 
back in action. 

The primary characteristic of Sin- 
cerely is crispness. There is precision in 
every lick. and excitement and enthusi- 
‘asm as well: much of the record's tension 
comes from this interplay between disci- 
pline and naiveté. The sound is heavy on 
rhythm —Seymour plays both bass and 
drums—but lightened by guitars and 
keyboards that are punchy on the rockers 
and graceful and sweet on the ballads. 
The overall effect is complex but airy: the 
production has more in common with 
George Martin than with Phil Spector. 
The songs. 12 originals. are all about true 
love and rock dreams—the classic stuff 
In fact. everything about this record is 
classic except the names of the people on 
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it. You're wondering if 'm actually trying 
to tell you that the new repositories of 
rock's traditions are named Seymour and 
Twilley? Right. So what kind of name is 
Elvis? —Frank Rose 


1 OWE A LOT TO IOWA POT, by Jerry 
Samuels (J.E.P. Records IP1175 A) and 
FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD NAR- 
CO AGENT, by Jef Jaisun (Warners 
WBS 8142). Remember Napoleon XIV? 
He was the lovable 
nut whose ‘They're 
Coming to Take Me 
Away. Ha-Ha.” was 
banned from airplay 
in 1966 because it was 
offensive to the men- 
tally ill. Well. Napoleon XIV was in 
reality none other than Jerry Samuels. a 
nice chap who lives in Philadelphia 
where he owns a paraphernalia company 
that manufactures roach clip jewelry. He 
has invented a dope scale that can be 
made in one’s spare time at home by 
anybody with two hangers. a pliers, a 
cardboard roll from Viva paper towels (to 
carry the assembly when not in use). a 
rubber band and $1.31 in mint-condition 
US. coins. Samuels has worked out sev- 
eral thousand intricate equations by 
which the user can utilize the coins to 
strike equivalent weights in grams or 
ounces. He could have been rich, Sam- 
uels told me, but instead he devoted 
energies to inventing this foolproof, low- 
cost scale that can be a time- and labor- 
saving device for doper and dealer alike. 
Something tells me that Samuels will 
never be rich anyway. but then along 
comes this single. which is getting no 
little radio play on the West Coast. and 
who can say but that Jerry may soon be 
the Cole Porter of the Age of Aquarius? 

“I Owe a Lot to Iowa Pot” is Tin Pan 
Alley's answer to reggae. Samuels 
sounds like a man with a bad hangover 
trying to write a cornflake jingle: “I never 
cared much for domestic,” he croons, “I 
always was turning it down, but I just 
smoke a joint so majestic, so fantestic, it’s 
the best stick in town.” The flip side. 
“Who Are You to Tell Me Not to Smoke 
Marijuana” is a whining, insipid wishy- 
washy liberal lament about being busted 
that sounds like Mahatma Gandhi's last 
groan. It is unworthy of the man who was 
kicked off the air for slandering nuts. But 
1 Owe a Lot to lowa Pot" is a goofy. off- 
the-wall masterpiece of some kind, and 
you will enjoy ita lot, once. 

‘The record is only available through 


10we aLot 
tolowa Pot 


Jerry Samuels 


the mail. Record companies will not 
touch it because of the nature of the 
subject. To get a copy write to Print 
Music Co.. Inc.. 723 Seventh Ave., New 
York, N.Y. 10019. 

“Friendly Neigh- 


Friendly = borhood Narco 
Neighborhood Agent” sounds like 
Norco Agent the cornflake jingle 

Samuels was trying to 

JefJaisun write. As Brendan 


Behan might have 
said, it is a judgment upon us. Both these 
records are singles and will pass into 
oblivion like hypodermic needles. so fine 
they bend in the wind. But “I Owe a Lot to 
Iowa Pot” is well worth your time and 
attention. Philip Moody 


DISCOVER AMERICA, by Van Dyke 
Parks (Warner Bros. BS2589).Furniture 
AP] thet goes best with 

Discover America is 
wicker, rattan, bam- 
boo. Big comfy pil- 
lows, hammocks, lots 
of plants. Fern, ivy, 
coleus, geraniums, as- 
paragus, aspergum and sage grow best to 
Discover America. The best place to Dis- 
cover America is in the sun with the air 
conditioner on, or on a porch in Trinidad, 
with a sea breeze and palm trees. Cham- 
pagne goes best with Discover America 

It's hard to say which drugs go best 
with Discover America; different drugs 
for different songs. “Jack Palance.” "Bing 
Crosby” and “The Four Mills Brothers” 
go well with Hawaiian shirts. beach um- 
brellas and halter tops. “Sailin’ Shoes” 
goes with cocaine and beer. 

Bartenders, cocktail waitresses, hosts, 
hostesses. loan sharks, pool hustlers, 
gamblers, dealers, rumrunners and film- 
makers love Discover America. 

Discover America makes you want to 
buy a Panama hat, straighten up a room, 
get yourself together, take a cold shower, 
wash the dishes (no. not the dishes), fuck 
off. The best time to listen to Discover 
Americais breakfast time. 

Mr. Van Dyke Parks sits down to a 
breakfast of champagne and orange 
juice, ham, eggs over easy. hash browns 
and coffee. To his right is a toaster. To his 
credit are collaborations with the Beach 
Boys—"Heroes and Villians” "Cabines- 
sence" “Vegetables.” “Surf's Up” and "Sail 
on Sailor” While eating breakfast, Mr. 
Parks enjoys the morning paper. 

Van Dyke Parks’s music makes you 
feel well-adjusted, well-read, mild-man- 


nered. flip. chipper. tipsy. ticklish 
mellow. horny (under the right circum. 
stances). relaxed. lazy. self-indulgent 
Discover America makes you feel like a 
cigar. Havana before the revolution, co- 
conuts. Calypso. a second cup of cof. 
fee. —Scott Cohen,Glenn O'Brien 


THE REAL MEXICO iN MUSIC AND 
SONG, recorded by Henrietta Yurchen- 
Yonesuch H_ 72009). Michoacan — 
the very name rings a 
bell. This bell-toned, 
bright-sounding mu 
sic is made by solo 
guitarists and harp. 
ists. a women’s vocal 
trio, mandolin “or- 
and the duet of harp and 
vihuela, a local guitarlike stringed instru- 
ment. It was recorded back in the Golden 
Sixties by City College of New York folk 
rofessor Henrietta Yurchenco in 

the central Mexican state of Michoacan. 

The folk music from this area is a 
mixture of Indian. African and the domi- 
nant. old-timey Spanish influences. 
‘There are no brass bands or electricity. 
and the largest ensembles—the mando- 
lin orchestras —sound like quaint Neo- 
politan café bands. 

On this album. the perkiest sounds are 
made by the harp-vihuela duet of Epig- 
menio Ramos and Rogelio Acuita. who 
also sing speed-rap lyrics about “Big 
Shots”” “El Perro” (the dog who runs out 
to greet the hero on his way home) anda 
nasty “Wild Boar’ Then there is the 
lively and excellent solo harp work of 
Blind Teodulo Naranjo. whose two-hand 
technique produces what sounds like a 
duet between the harp’s higher register 
and its guitar's lower notes. 

Another master solo instrumentalist is 
Joaquin Bautista. who plays beautiful 
Spanish guitar; he segues like Segovia 
through some nice changes. runs and | 
slides in show tempi 

Either cute or oppressive. depending 
on one’s listening mood. are the Three 
Pulido Sisters, the shrill Shirelles of 
Uruapan. Their unaccompanied harmo- 
nies on three selections left my ears 
ringing, but were better when listened to 
from the next room. Two selections with 
accompaniment by a strumming man- 
dolin orchestra were a bit mellower. The 
lyrics. typically compare the beloved’s 
beauty to a wildflower: dahlia. purple 
toronjil, white carnation. rosy malva 

Sisters are the only artists 

many as two tracks back to back. | 
assume the album was programmed for 
variety.” in the slow-song. fast-song 
show biz method. But I found the pleas- 
ant mood of gentle string instrumen 
tals—a cascade of notes like music boxes. 
dulcimers. rain on the roof or steel drum 


chestras 


SINSEMILLA: Marijuana Flowers 
by Jim Richardson & Erik Woods 
This book is a photographic study 
of the changing rhythms of the 
marijuana plant—from the germi 
nation of the seed to the ripening 
of the flowers. Sinsemilla is Spanish 
for “without seed””—it's also the 
flower tops of the finest smoking 
dope you can get. These photos 
reveal the plant's sex differentiation 
at its earliest stage so you can re- 
move the male plants and allow fe- 
males to produce the sweetest, most 
intense cannabis possible. 
Send this ad with $9.95 + 50¢ post- 
age and handling to 
AND/OR PRESS. 
P.O. Box 2246 
\ Berkeley, CA 94702 


OVER 100 MOUTH-WATERING 
FULL-COLOR PHOTOS !!!'!! 


bands in the open-air distance—broken 
by the alternation of the women’s five 
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eRSESS sire A Treasury of 


y HASHISH 


by Dr. Alexander Sumach, THC. 


An intimate tour of classical 
hashish production centers, 
revealing traditional meth- 
ods of cultivation, prepara- 
tion and smuggling sweet 
fine Hashish in the days 
before the airplane. 
Profusely illustrated, 

160 pages 


Vintage photographs and engravings, detailed maps and excerpts 
from obscure antique journals and rare scientific papers. 
Spiritual, chemical, political and economic aspects of the savoury 
cannabis resins — benefits and damages. 
The Role of Hashish in ancient societies, its rise/fall from a magic 
healing herb used by doctors, magicians and priests to social 
pleasure and abuse 
AVAILABLE FROM BOOKSTORES, HEADSHOPS — 
OR USE THIS COUPO! 


PLEASE SEND ME 
HASHISH @ $5.95 each 
Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
PLEASE SEND CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER, PAYABLE TO 
STONEWORKS, 2186 Queen St. E., Toronto, Canada M4E 1E6 


COPIES OF A TREASURY OF 
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GARDEN 
HELPER’S 
2 > LIGHT METER 


NO BATTERIES 
REQUIRED 


To make plants 
thrive, make 
sure the light 
is RIGHT! 


$15.95 each 


MOISTURE 
METER 


Helps plants thrive 
because it takes 
the guesswork 
out of watering ! 


NO BATTERIES 
REQUIRED $12.95 each 


SPECIAL!! 
Order both meters for only $24.95, 


ALF, RES. ADO «3% SALES TAX OM AL ORDERS 
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
BACKBONE PRODUCTIONS 
1 206 SAN FERNANDO, CALIF. 8 


Q3LANI S31NINDNI 71W30 


Oe 
INTERGALACTIC TRADING C-.U=" 
31566: BURNSTOE/Petbend, Que. $7209 


tracks. Perhaps their tracks could have 
been grouped on one side. Actually, a 
common fault of anthologies of alll kinds 
is scattering an artist's two or three tracks, 
making it more difficult to appreciate the 
separate styles. A bigger but hidden prob- 
lem with this album is its brevity, barely 
half an hour anda sin in a “budget” label. 
This is especially disappointing from the 
Nonesuch Explorer series, which has 
brought us the Pennywhistlers and field 
recordings from India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Africa, Turkey, Persia, Kashmir, the Bal- 
kans and the high-Himalaya Vales of 
Kulu and Chamba—usually exceeding 
40 minutes’ playing time. Check ‘em out. 
—Anton J. Mikofsky 


NEW RIDERS, by the New Riders of 
the Purple Sage (MCA 2196). Born 
from the Grateful 
Dead, the New Riders 
‘of the Purple Sage 
spawned a new gen- 
eration of uncom- 
promising country 
musicians. Combin- 
ing the flashy playing that Dead heads 
demanded with a raunchy bar band sen- 
sibility. the Riders became a prototype 
American group. 

‘The group's classics include “Henry.” a 
song about smuggling Acapulco Gold, 
and “Panama Red.” the adventures of an 
intrepid dealer. However, in their most 
recent albums the Riders’ colors have 
phase-shifted to rednecks. blue collars 
and white line fever There's only a 
certain amount of playing good ol’ boy 
that anyone can do without becoming “a 
cracker asshole” as Jack Nicholson so 
pointedly said in Five Easy Pieces. With 
New Riders, their debut album on MCA, 
the Zane Grey namesakes journey per- 
ilously close to that gully. 

New Riders is a cars, bars and broads 
eye view of life in these here United 
States. Given these themes, the album 
neatly divides itself into a party on side 
one and the party's over on side two. The 
boozy goodtime feeling is reinforced by 
the loose vocals of John Dawson. Skip 
Battin and David Nelson. The album 
opens with a celebration of the garage 
called “Fifteen Days Under the Hood” 
and downshifts to a hard-times-can-be- 
the-best-times tune called “Annie May’ 
Seems old Annie wasn't raised right and 
grew up in the truckstops and well, can 
you pour another one... ? There's two R 
& B numbers, Chuck Berry's "You Never 
Can Tell" and Otis Redding’s “Hard to 
Handle."On the former, Buddy Cage's 
pedal steel. tastefully intertwined with 
Nelson's lead guitar, creates a breezy 
open road atmosphere that sounds au- 
thentic, but Nelson is not convincing as 
the hardnosed lover in the Redding tune. 
The side ends with “Dead Flowers” 


which the Riders previously recorded on 
alive Columbia album. 

Side two opens with another truckstop 
tribute. “Don't Put Her Down’ which 
emphasizes the boozer's essential 
straightness. In an ode to responsibility 
the chorus goes, “Don't put her down, 
you helped put her there” The drinker 
believes the piper must be paid. even if 
there're 100 of them. In the same vein 
there're a couple of endofthenight songs 
and Loudon Wainwright's satirical 
“Swimming Song.” “Swimming Song” 
adds a comic twist to the “self-destruc- 
tive fool” theme—even though the only 
liquid the Riders seem to get close 
enough to drown in is beer. 

The most interesting song on New 
Riders is the only original, John Daw- 
son's “Can't Get over You." Propelled by 
Spencer Dryden's drumming, the band 
reaches a higher energy level than on any 
other cut. Unfortunately, it's over before 
the song gets a chance to develop into the 
kind of concert piece the Riders are best 
known for There's too much know-how 
in this band for the party tobe really over, 
but New Riders makes it apparent the 
party can't go on forever. 

—Howard Newman 


LADY'S CHOICE, by Bonnie Bramlett 
(Warner Bros. CP0169) and HASTEN 
DOWN THE WIND by Linda Ronstadt 
(Asylum Records 7E-1072). Just as 
women's tennis is fi- 
nally coming close to 
equalizing the finan- 
[cial discrepancies in 
that sport, female 
singers in the music 
world are becoming 
recognized as big bucks. Some im- 
pressively high sales figures totaled in 
last year on albums by Diana Ross, Joan 
Baez, Melissa Manchester, Gladys Knight 
and Judy Collins, just to start. And record 
biz titans were startled to find that, by 
god. the public buys female voices— 
enough to make gold albums, even. 

‘Ten years ago, this wasn't true. Women 
were either folk or a fluke. The Virginia 
Slims’ tennis/cigarette slogan remembers 
that “You've come a long way, baby.” And 
two protagonists of the recording sphere 
who know that all too well are Bonnie 
Bramlett and Linda Ronstadt. 

A trouper since the age of 13, it wasn't 
until 1967 that blonde Bonnie finally hit 
the rock and roll big time. That year she 
met up with Delaney Bramlett, and the 
two formed a musical and marital team, 
touring extensively and recording the 
now classic The Original Delaney and 
Bonnie and Friends. Five years on, the 
partnership ended, and the St. Louis na- 
tive went solo, hacking through two 
largely undistinguished LPs, Sweet Bon- 
nie Bramlett and It's Time. So when this 
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sensitive scale SOLID STERLING SILVER-$12.50 
for precision 14kt GOLD PLATE on STERLING--$15.00 


SOLID 14kt GOLD SPOONS for ONLY-$75.00 


$32.95 including shipping 


* Scale is graduated in both grams and 
ounces, 

* Large removable weighing pans. 

* Individually tested solid brass 
weights, balanced against U.S. 
Standard Master Weights. 

* Sliding poise is self locating at zero, 
keeping scale always in balance. 

* Weighs from 1/10 of a gram to 4 

1112 grams). 

‘* Has capability up to 1 pound with 3 
sets of extra weights, 

= Extra set of 6 aifferent weights 
graduated in grams or ounces 
available at $5.95. 

* Please send check or money order. 


Correct Count Co. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 
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For Your Pleasure 
Gourmet Paraphernalia 


Hand Carved Ivory by L. Bandel Co. 


Party Size with 2 of our ‘Ludes’ Free. . $50 
Pocket Size with Screw On Top Holds One. . $15 
Like The Real Thing. . Two For $15 
Mortar and Pestle, The Ultimate in Elegance and Practicality. . $45 
The Big Dipper Spoon And'Snorter In One. . $30 
Snuff Bottle, Two Gram Capacity with a Screw On Top. . $30 
God Of Longevity Spoon. . $20 
The Blade Turns Rocks Into Powder. . $15 
Check or Money Order to L. Bandel Co. P.O. Box 69913 Los Angeles, Calif. 90069 


Dealer Inguties Invited 


Pocket Scale 
SALE 

now only ,, 

$609 


[Practical Pocket Scale 
This scale weighs up to pound 
in both ounces and grams, in 
two gram increments. Great for 
small street purchases. Folds 
neatly into pocket or purse 
when not in use. Removable 
tray holds your stash (NO 
SPILLS). EASY TO CLEAN! 
Can be hand calibrated for con- 
sistent accuracy. Use it to weigh 


anything. 
Thoughtful gift or collector's 
item. Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


Send $6.00 or order two for only 

$11.00 and save even more, Add 

‘50¢ postage with order. Mail cash, 

money order or check to: 
DELAHOUSE 

Box 178, Dept. _ Marcus Hook 

Pa, 19061 

order by mail with confidence. 

Member: National Mail Order 

Association 


TUCK-IT-ALL 


For the person who has 
everything and needs a soft 
place to put it. 

Glove-soft imported leather with 
two separate water-proof compart- 
ments sealed with separate zippers. 
Folds off center and tucks anywhere. 
Colors: Mandarin Orange or Black. 


Send check or money-order 
for $9.98 to: 


EZRA PRODUCTS 
909 Third Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10022 
‘Add sales tax where applicable) HTI0 
N.Y. State Residents add applicable sales tax, 
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current affair, Lady’s Choice, hit the 
streets, it capsized the cynical observer's 
preconceived notions of mediocrity. 

Lady’s Choice is a knockout for three 
reasons, all untried in Bramlett’s indi 
vidual career. First. the LP tracks are all 
true classics of R&B from the past 20 
years or so. With material like that, it's 
hard to go wrong, although the impossi- 
ble has been done 

Second. producer Johnny Sandlin 
hasn't stickily swathed her pungent funk 
in a veil of instrumentation. The guitar, 
bass. horn, keyboard and drum perfor 
mances are all tastefully sparse so that 
the songs. as well as Bonnie's voice. have 
room to breathe. 

And finally, for the first time since 
Delaney and Bonnie went their separate 
ways, Bonnie is singing duets again. Al- 
though she manipulates her black-rooted 
vocal vigor forcefully on her own ("If I 
Were Your Woman’ or “Let's Go Get 
Stoned” will convince doubting lis- 
teners.), Bonnie sounds best when she’s 
in harmony with well-voiced but not 
overimposing male vocalists. Hence, the 
duet with Mickey Thomas (lead singer 
for Elvin Bishop) on “Hold On, I'm Com- 
ing” and the Bramlett/Thomas/Jimmy 
Hall trio evidenced on “You Really Got a 
Hold on Me" are the brightest jewels on 
this shining crown. Lady's Choice is a 
welcome surprise from a lady whose 
time is long overdue, 


Another veteran. 
who hit the road out 
of Tucson at age 18, 
Linda Ronstadt has 
been saddled for ages 
with the ghosts of her 
earlier hits, “Different 
Drum” and “Long. Long Time” It's only 
been recently that she’s struck the popu- 
lar heart with her own, uncompromised 
juxtaposition of rock. country and tear- 
streaming ballads. On Hasten Down the 
Wind, which should be owned just for 
Ethan A. Russell's beautiful cover pho- 
tography. Linda tosses out “That'll Be the 
Day” an old rock and roll jammer worthy 
of “You're No Good” or “When Will I Be 
Loved’ 

She also evinces a considerable new 
talent as a songwriter. brazening in the 
mighty. full-throated Ronstadt style 
through “Try Me Again” (penned in con- 
junction with her guitarist. Andrew 
Gold) and a three-way collaboration 
with her father and bassist Kenny Ed- 
wards, “Lo Siento Mi Vida." The latter is 
possibly the most poignantly haunting 
song ever from this emotion-eliciting 
songstress. Long after the basic Spanish 
lyrics are loosely translated. the dark 
melody will come creeping back. 

Though both ladies have spent a good- 
ly part of their lives soliciting the inter- 


national notice their talents deserve, that 
notice has just lately been granted. For 


Bonnie. Lady's Choice marks the end of a 


long fight back to the top. while on 
Hasten Down the Wind, Linda has con 
quered some new heights in her ever- 
rising career. That “long way. baby” has 
been the road to success for both 
—Barbara Pepe 


SING ME A LOVE SONG, by Sandy 
Theoret (Boot BOS-7164). If you're into 
the stillness of those 
gentle hours between 
midnight and dawn, 

here is a rare treasure 
of an album. Sing Me 
@ Love Song is fresh, 

sensual and unique— 

something to be shared with the special 
people in your life. I've yet to play it for 
anyone who wasn't moved by it 

In the cutthroat, big-business reality of 
the record industry. this is a record made 
not for money but for love—the love of 
making an unashamedly romantic state- 
ment, hoping to touch others with that 
feeling. There aren't enough times in life 
when you get to experience such deeply 
emotional music. This album packs the 
same kind of impact and potential as the 
first Phoebe Snow album —which also 
started as a wordof-mouth album. 

Sandy Theoret is a rarity today, a 
singer who isn’t afraid to sound pretty 
The texture of her voice is warm and 
childlike. She's not an innocent child but 
a woman-child. saying. "I haven't done 
this before, but [know can." Her melodic 
structures are haunting and beautiful 
outstanding because of the soft, under- 
stated acoustic arrangements featuring 
guitar, keyboards and strings. with light 
percussion rather than standard drum. 
ming. Overall this provides the material 
with a soothing flow that captures her 
emotions perfectly. 

Within her songs. she almost appears 
to be taking you aside to share her secret 
thoughts and desires. She delights in 
capturing the listener's curiosity about 
her myriad views of love, as in “Mama 
Don't You Worry"—"But the fact is. dear. 
Tm going where I'm comin’ "—then an 
swering that with “Love that’s a lie never 
has a good direction. dreams when they 
die, no longer need protection” The title 
song sets the tone for the album's direc 
tion: “Sing me a love song, wherever you 
are:’a fascinating love song to an ideal 
So here is an album made by artists, not 
heavy-handed music men grabbing for 
your wallet. Sing Me a Love Song is a 
wonderful little package of dreams that is 
perfectly suited for mellowing out on a 
quiet night. The people who are respon 
sible for this obviously took pride in 
making it—it could be the sleeper of the 
year. If interested. write Boot Records. 
1343 Matheson Blvd. West. Mississauga 
Ont.Canada —Bob Anderson @ 


tea shirt, madg ot 
*stylish cotton and 
polyester, ieperiect 
for tripping inthis 
orany other world, 
Machine washable 
and suitably cfingy, 
ourexclusive shirt is 
avaitable’n pastel 
blue and yellow * 
and basic whit Sizes 
small,mediuntand 
large. $5.00 each 
from High Times 
Deft. HTT, PO. Box 
+ 386, Cooper Station, 
New York, 
10003. Please add 
506¢ ferpostagé and 
hanfhing. 


Please send. High Times T-Shirts* in sizes 
ium =O large extra large 


High Times, Department HTT, Box 386 
Cooper Station, New York, N.Y. 10003 


128 


you have only one nose... 
Don’t blow it! 


bs .p ozs jemoy 


use the 
Coke Sereen 


This attractive screen is 
handcrafted from oak & brass. 
It gently fluffs your stash to 
perfection on its sturdy 3” 
screening surface, eliminating 
passé razor blades. 


8G5 


Check or money order, no C.0.0.s: 
BLU SKYE PRODUCTS 
P.0.BO X 505 
FAIRFAX, CALIF. 94930 


includes 
postage 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Handmade trom 
finest Oregon oak, this 
exquisite bong glows 
with the beauty of 
natural materials, With 
its hexagonal shape and 
11-inch length, you'll 
find it’s a perfect fit for 
your hand, Lined with 
organically pure beeswax| 
quality guaranteed for 
one full year. 

‘Only $15.00 from 
Cannibisco Distributing 
Jat the address below, 
Distributor’s and 
retailers’ inquiries 


10514 Truro Ave., Inglewood, Ca. 90304) 
(213) 671-3336 


Big Mother 


(continued from page 83) 

ial police in illegal wiretapping: that 
ompany had used deceptive ac- 
counting practices to seek inflated tele- 
phone rates. and that the company had 
improperly influenced Texas public offi- 
cials through a program of political con- 
tributions and other favors. In its report. 
the subcommittee wrote: “The company 
has squandered time. energy. and brain- 
power on a continual quest for political 
influence. when it might have better 
employed such energies in economizing 
its own operations: 

But the Texas Senate Subcommittee 
seems to have missed the point: the 
problem with the Bell System is not that 
it hasn't spent a wealth of time. energy 
and brainpower on improving its effi- 
ciency. The telephone company is a mar- 
vel of efficiency. and that. ultimately. is 
the root of the problem. 

AT&T is a well-oiled machine built to 
do two things: make money and provide 
telephone service. Because it does those 
things so well. it is the fourth largest 
company in the world. If the Bell System 
were as sluggish and inefficient as. say. 
the postal service. we would never grant 
ita monopoly to control 83 percent of our 
telephone service. We would never in 
dulge it by letting it raise a small army of 
former federal agents. And we would 
never grant it a legal license to conduct 
wholesale wiretapping. 

Back in the 1920s and 1930s, some 
people used to say in defense of the 
Italian dictator Benito Mussolini that he 
got the trains to run on time. That may 
have been so, but history showed the 
Italians they would have been better off 
making Mussolini head of the railroads 
than head of their country. When things 
get too efficient. freedom has to adjourn 
to the mountains. 

The telephone cops are the shock 
troops of the Bell S 
service of a mammoth commercial enter- 
prise. It costs a lot to run a private police 
force. and you can be sure the telephone 
cops earn their keep. They are merely 
another instrument of Ma Bell's awe- 
some efficiency. 

Ma Bell says the telephone cops are 
saving us money. too: if they didn't catch 
those toll cheats. you and I would have to 
make up the difference through larger 
phone bills. But aren't the telephone cops 
themselves responsible for larger phone 
bills when they compile “blackmail” files 
on public officials who set telephone 
rates? And how much are they supposed 
to be saving us. anyway? How much 
have we been paid to surrender our 
privacy to them? 

Ma Bell says don't worry your head 
about those things. She says pick up your 
telephone and call somebody. She says 
it's.oh, so good to hear you smile. 
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ROLLING THUNDER, by Doug Boyd 
(New York: Dell Publishing Co. Inc., 
$3.45),and SWAMI, by Doug Boyd 
(New York: Random House, $10.00). 
As described in the 
subtitle, Rolling 
Thunder is a “person- 
al inquiry into the se- 
cret healing powers of 
Evecem | the American Indian” 
Pits Author Boyd dogs 
medicine man Roll- 
ing Thunder through 
cure and conflict as 
the supernatural surgeon struggles 
against less well-intentioned medicine 
men on behalf of his people. For Rolling 
Thunder is not solely concerned with 
ministering to man. He also ministers to. 
the land of his people, which is being 
destroyed by the capitalists. Rolling 
‘Thunder's efforts to do well by his people 
are opposed by an “evil woman” and her 
tame medicine man in San Francisco. 
Evil thugs are sent out to harass Rolling 
Thunder, but in an exciting climax, he 
finally gains a victory over the bad 
medicine men. 

Rolling Thunder is an interesting ac- 
count of Boyd's experiences with the 
man who was to become the figurehead 
of a group of artists and musicians that 
included Bob Dylan. The book contains 
many informative speeches by Rolling 
Thunder on the virtues of traditional 
Indian social systems and wonder-work- 
ing herbs. 


poucnere 
RSLLING 
THUNDER 


In Swami, Doug 
Boyd's most recent 
work, the subject is 
Swami Rama, whom 
he credits several 
times in Rolling 
Thunder as having 
been a powerful force 
for enlightenment in 
his life. Again a first- 
person account of life with a mystic, 
Boyd’s lively investigation gives us a 
glimpse at the personal behavior and 
manners of an enlightened human being. 
We see that a man who can control the 
rate of his heartbeat need not have mas- 
tery over shower faucets. It is somewhat 
pleasing to think that someone who 
claims to be able to leave a corporeal 
body at will and zoom around unex- 
plored regions of consciousness can still 
flood a bathroom. 

The Swami is an interesting tale- 
teller—after all, that is how he earns his 
chappatis and chutney—and treats us to 
some amusing accounts of life and death 


130 


in the alleys and ashrams of his native 
India. If you believe that the people who 
charm the snakes may have something to 
teach the people that shoot them, this 
book may interest you.  —Ted Mann 


THE FLEISCHER STORY, by Leslie 
Cabarga (New York: Crown, $12.50). 
‘Anacidhead staring at 

i a blank wall gets a 
Fleischer good idea of what 
Boe] Max Fleischer's best 
fey cartoons were like: 
paint coming alive in 

Rees) whorls, plaster rising 
apes off the surface to take 
on a thousand shapes 
‘as if it were being 
molded by invisible hands, weitd music 
coming from nowhere. A Betty Boop 
cartoon, with Louis Armstrong singing 
reefer songs on the soundtrack and trees, 
cars and kitchen appliances getting down 
to boogie with Betty and her friends, has 
the same stoned ambience. 

In The Fleischer Story, Leslie Cabarga 
recounts the sad story of the Jewish 
immigrants’ son who made it to the top of 
the animation heap while Walt Disney 
was still beating his wife in Kansas. He 
brought to kids’ cartoons a sophistication, 
drug- and sex-awareness and graphic 
quality that was a joy to behold. 

‘Among Fleischer's accomplishments 
were the best Popeye cartoons, the “fol- 
low the bouncing ball” sing-a-longs. the 
amazing Out of the Inkwell series, star- 
ring Betty Boop and Koko the Clown, a 
1925 feature-length cartoon—never re- 
leased and now presumed lost—explain- 
ing Einstein's Theory of Relativity, 

His cartoons at their best were so 
cinematic that it is difficult to describe 
them verbally. But Fleischer's humor was 
too gentle, whimsical and personal to 
sustain major efforts: even if he'd main- 
tained complete artistic control, which in 
fact he compromised from the start, he 
could never have mustered the emotional 
frenzy of Pinocchio. 

If Disney was the archetypally auto- 
cratic artist-entrepreneur who firmly 
ruled the world he created, Max 
Fleischer was the all-American loser and 
schlemiel. 

The Fleischer Story is lavishly illus- 
trated with rare Fleischerana and memo- 
rabilia. The text is succinct. the facts have 
never been printed before and Cabarga 
mercifully spares us the boring explana- 
tions of animation work that cartoonists 
love to inflict ("Yep. it took 3,572 draw- 


ings to make Bugs eat that carrot!") 
Rumor has it that Cabarga, a talented 
young man about San Francisco's under- 
ground comix scene, drew one or two of 
the Popeyes and Kokos in the book just to 
show he could do it. And apparently he 
could, for every picture in the book is a 
gem. Anyone who's ever seen Ms. Boop 
bump and grind to the tune of Cab 
Calloway's cocaine- inspired “Minnie 
The Moocher" will want to own The 
Fleischer Story. —Eric Kibble 


THE OBLIVION SEEKERS, by Isa- 
belle Eberhardt (San Francisco: City 
Lights, $2.00). Isabelle Eberhardt is con- 
cerned with the “pen- 
niless and proud” 
who seldom own 
more than the rags 
they wear but some- 
how also “own the 
whole vast earth.” 
“Vagrancy is deliv- 
erance,” she writes. 
“and life on the open 
road is the essence of freedom. 

Her stories are filled with amorous 
descriptions of the Algerian countryside 
and as she puts it, “its native life. about 
which so little is known, and which is so 
disfigured by the descriptions of those 
who, not knowing it, insist on describing 
itanyway." 

‘The flavor of the lives Eberhardt re- 
corded has the sweet taste of kif. In the 
title story of this collection. she writes of 
“worshippers of the hallucinating 
smoke" whose paths cross in a kif den in 
ahalf-ruined house “that seems to belong 
to no one.... Chance brought them 
here.... Soon they will set out again, in 
different directions, and on different 
trails moving unconcernedly toward the 
fulfillment of their separate destinies. 
But it was a community of taste that 
gathered them together in this smoky 
refuge, where they pass the slow hours of 
life without cares” 

The loner, the wanderer. these are the 
heroes in all of Eberhardt's writings. One 
old tramp, refusing the confining char 
ities of more solid citizens, rests 
beneath a shady old tree at the end of his 
path where “softly. in the solitude of the 
open spaces, the uncomplicated and yet 
mysterious force that had animated for so 
many years fell asleep inside him” 

Isabelle Eberhardt was raised in Swit- 
zerland by a Russian nihilist father who 
taught her to read and write classic Ara- 
bic, ride a horse and dress in men's 
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clothing. She embraced Islam and visited 
corners of Algeria. Tunisia and the Sa- 
hara where few of the Frenchmen who 
owned the territory at the time would 
have dared to venture. She kept up her 
writing through constant sickness, politi- 
cal intrigue, pressure of extradition (the 
French thought her a spy) and even an 
assassination attempt. The stories in The 
Oblivion Seekers were written in Algeria, 
where she lived from 1897 until her death 
at 27 years of age in 1904, surrounded by 
her manuscripts in a mud hut by a river 
that suddenly overran its banks. For- 
tunately, most of her work was recovered, 
and this rich sampling of it is now avail- 
able in Paul Bowles's superb translation. 
—Lynda Crawford 


ALTERED STATES OF CONSCIOUS- 
NESS: CURRENT VIEWS AND RE- 
SEARCH PROBLEMS (Washington 
Drug Abuse Council, Inc., $5.00). De- 
spite their name. the 
Drug Abuse Council's 
directors speak in 
terms of use as well as. 
abuse, and they are 
some of the saner 
voices in the Wash- 
ington dope establish. 
ment. The papers col- 
lected here were orig- 
inally presented at an interdisciplinary 
conference on altered consciousness co- 
sponsored by the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, a public conference held before a 
large audience. 

The essay by Jean Houston, coauthor 
of Varieties of Psychedelic Experience, is 
heated by her fervent desire for a revolu- 
tion in consciousness. She envisions the 
full range of mental capabilities that 
could be our species’ only hope of solving 
its basic problems. For example, she ar- 
gues that the child’s natural ability to 
think in images as well as words need not 
be lost in the school mill. Since the 

}-1960s, when LSD research was shut 
down, Dr. Houston's Foundation for 
Mind Research has developed other 
ways to reactivate this ability, like a 
pendulum swing in which the subject 
stands strapped in, gently swaying, blind- 
folded. Movement and sight deprivation 
disrupt space-time orientation, often re- 
leasing floods of interior imagery in the- 
atrical or dreamlike sequences. The most 
potent techniques, she claims, are inter- 
personal and hypnotic, but most people 
at first will react only to the machine. It 
would seem our religion of science has 
put the deusin machina. 

Richard Evans Schultes concludes the 
selection with a concise survey of the 
fascinating array of psychoactive plants 
used by the Indians of North and South 
America. “Perhaps mind-altering drugs 
were nowhere more thoroughly incor 
porated into the life of a people than in 


ancient Mexico.’ he writes. going on to 
demonstrate the unique harmony the 
advanced civilizations of medieval 
Meso america maintained with their 
environment. 

‘The six thoughtful essays here, includ- 
ing Roland Fisher's ambitious “Cartogra- 
phy of Inner Space” and Allan Recht- 
schaffen’s application of dream research 
techniques to transcendent states are 
slow but often interesting reading 

—Gary Stimeling 


NEW WORLD UTOPIAS: A Pho- 
tographic History of the Search for 
Community, by Paul Kagan (Penguin 
Books, $5.95). This interesting book 
would've been a great 
deal more fascinating 
if the development of 
photography had only 
occurred about 75 
years earlier. The vis 
uals here are neces- 
sarily restricted to 
communes that flour- 
ished after 1875, 
when most of the original, authentic 
American communal societies—Oneida, 
New Harmony, Brook Farm—were al- 
ready defunct. What's left, then, are vari- 
ous modern California cult outfits, which 
decidedly diverts the concern of the 
book: from a study of American commu- 
nal societies, it necessarily becomes a 
study of bizarre California cult societies. 

What Kagan is left with, then. is a 
multitude of nutbar, pseudoreligious 
communities that make for just dynamite 
reading. Southern California, blessed 
with both awe-inspiring scenery and a 
uniquely bland climate, was the obvious 
place for the likes of Madame Blavatsky 
and Annie Besant to work out their 
millenial brainstorms. Theosophist com- 
munes accordingly became the most lu- 
crative alternate societies America has 
ever seen, 

Probably the most successful twen- 
tieth-century American commune. 
though. was Holy City, founded in 1919 
by Father William E. Riker near San Jose, 
Riker's people flourished into the mid- 
Forties, primarily on the tourist trade: 
Holy City offered Biblical peep shows 
and illuminated Santa Clauses all year 
round and peddled Golden Glow Beer 
straight through Prohibition. Riker 
thrilled millions with his evangelistic 
appeals to send the niggers back to Africa 
to resume “their former head-hunting, 
low-grade, human wild man rhinoceros- 
eating tactics” This was finally eradi- 
cated when the main highway was re- 
routed around Holy City specifically to 
cutoff the tourist trade. 

‘The best feature of New World Utopias 
is, of course, the abundant period photos 
‘The Hollywood spiritualist communes, 
with their bastardized classical and Indi- 
an architecture, growing out of rocky 
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western landscapes embellished with 
sprinkler-fed Pacific palmettos. will fair 
ly turn your stomach, unless that hap- 
pens to be your sort of thing. Then. by 
contrast. there are the simple. hard- 
working folk of Icaria and Kawaeah: 
grim-faced. dedicated Protestant zealots 
posing fixedly with their trapped. hope: 
less children, knee-deep in snow or bare- 
foot among the rocks. This book makes 
you sincerely grateful you were never 
there. — Dean Latimer 


THE RAINBOW BOOK (The Fine Arts 
Museums of San Francisco in associa- 
tion with Shambala, Berkeley & Lon- 
don, $7.95). An encyclopedia of rainbow 
fact, myth and lore, 
The Rainbow 
Book contains a 
proverbial pot of 
gold. Hundreds of 
Fs reproductions 
ee eit) quotations and dia- 
Jtnhiboy grams from all 

Bouk over the world, 
from pre-Biblical 
times to the present. gild its pages. There 
is deep value in its exploration of the 
external universe and the universe of the 
human mind. 

The myths. paintings. essays and 
poems in the first section are wonder- 
fully rich: for example: rainbows de- 
scribed as bridges between earth and 
heaven in Greek and Judeo-Christian 
mythology: EY. (“Yip") Harburg lyrics 
for Judy Garland: a Navajo mandala; an 
essay by Carl Jung that relates rainbows 
to the tower of Babel and the origins of 
the names of the days of the week: poems 
by Blake and Kerouat 

What is a rainbow? The answer cre- 
ates more questions: what are light. color. 
sound? Revelations are found in treatises 
that span history from Aristotle to 
Leonardo da Vinci. in charts on the 
anatomy of the eye and in the work of 
Newton, who discovered the spectrum. 
All this leads toa discussion of the music 
of the spheres. which is the relationship 
of color to sound. The I Ching and Edgar 
Cayce present jewels of information. 

Finally. the reader is offered the meta- 
physics of color—lore about colors and 
what they symbolize. and studies of 
auras and Kirlian photography by lumi- 
naries like Dante. S. J. G. Ouseley and 
Lama Govinda. Perhaps most interesting 
is the discussion, pursued by several 
unnamed writers, of “spectral song’— 
the train of Greek. Hebrew and Buddhist 
mystic approaches to the origin and unity 
of all creation in sound and light that 
yogis and kabalists have pursued for 
centuries, only to have it realized by the 
gimmickry of the color organ. 

‘The difficulty of reading The Rainbow 
Book's tinted pages is far outweighed by 
the polychromatic pleasures of this 
eclectic text —Carol Ardman @ 


Peter Tosh is one of the original 
Wailers, and perhaps the purest. 

Maybe that’s why he’s the 
most revered musician playing 
in Jamaica today. And why 
“Legalize It” was the most 
eagerly awaited album of this 

| year in Jamaica. 

His songs (‘‘Stop That Train” 
and“Get Up Stand Up”’among 
others) make no concession to 
supposed American or 
European tastes. 

So if you like any of the 
reggae music you've been 
hearing lately, you're ready for 
the next step. 
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Frank Costello, 
Father of Modern 
Smuggling 


(continued from page76) 

Guard captains found the enforcement of 
this law repugnant to the code of the 
sailor, not to mention the risk of upsetting 
the generous Mr. Costello and Mr. Dwyer. 
But late in 1923. Coast Guard sources 
informed Costello that the agency was 
finally getting serious about Rum Row. 
‘They had borrowed 25 destroyers from 
the Navy, with batteries of 4” 50 and 3" 50 
caliber guns, quick-firing one-pounders, 
and crews armed to the gizzard with 
machine guns. pistols and grenades. 
Their top speed was thirty knots. as fast 
as any rumrunner on the seas; faster than 
most. in fact. And while they launched 
the Navy destroyers. the Coast Guard 
was building its own fleet of cutters to do 
battle with the bootleggers. 


became serious business. There were 

no more parties on Rum Row. Skip- 

pers armed their men with heavy ar- 
tillery and prepared to fight pitched bat- 
Ules with the Coast Guard. Costello 
hauled his fleet into dry dock to mount 
armor plating, cannon and mach ine guns. 
His captains had already seen action in 
battle with hijackers; now, often dis- 
guised as Coast Guard cutters them- 
selves, they prepared to fight a war. Cos- 
tello also made a heavy investment in 
aircraft to provide cover for his vessels 
while scanning the horizons for hi- 
jackers, government gunboats and other 
untoward obstacles. Ironically, Washing- 
ton had virtually disbanded the U.S. Air 
Force after World War I and was not to 


[ the years that followed, rumrunning 


revive it until World War Il, so Frank's 
supremacy in this field went pretty much 
unchallenged. 

Soon, federal cutters were firing on 
rumrunners in full view of terrified 
bathers at Coney Island. The rummies 
fought to the death, setting their cargoes 
ablaze and going down with their ships 
when they were too drunk to do other- 
wise (this bug was never entirely ironed 
out). One of the strangest naval encoun- 
ters ever fought took place between the 
speedboat Elise and Commander Backer, 
at the helm of one of the borrowed Navy 
destroyers in the mid-Twenties. 

Backer's desk officer. Lieutenant 
O'Dow, spotted the Elise within U.S. 
coastal waters at dawn. Taking O'Dow's 
binoculars. Backer's eyes told him the 
whole story at once: the cargo in plain 
view on the open deck. and a deckhand 
thumbing his nose at Backer. ‘The com- 
mander, a temperance man, saw red. 
“All forward guns, commence firing!" he 
barked. “Aim for the bow" 

As the Elise began to take evasive 
action —zigzagging out of the direct line 
of fire— Commander Backer was startled 
to hear the throbbing engines of a 
seaplane. Circling over his head. the 
seaplane dropped to the waterline and 
laid down a heavy smoke screen. As the 
ship's guns began firing upon the Elise. 
heavy, greasy black effluviants polluted 
the poopdeck and all hands. “Steady as 
she goes!” roared Backer. 

‘The Elise was now circling toward the 
destroyer's stern. Backer ordered the guns 
retrained to starboard. Suddenly. a sub- 
marine surfaced 50 yards to starboard. 

“Engines stopped. sit” came a voice 
from the wheelhouse. 

“Who stopped them?" yelled Backer. 
"Full speed ahead 

The voice replied, “The screws have 
been hit, sir” 


A portly German officer emerged from 
the hatch of the U-boat. Lifting a 
megaphone. he shouted to the destroyer. 
“What did he say?” Backer asked. 

“He said ‘OK’ sit” adeckhand replied. 
“Ask him what the hell he means by 
OK: Becker told O'Dow. 

“Yessir” snapped O'Dow. “What the 
hell do you mean by OK?" he shouted 
back at the German. 

“Friends. indeed. need help. SOS." 
shouted the German. 

By this time Backer had received a 
radio message from base headquarters in 
New London. Connecticut: "Sending 
aircraft to assist you. Commandant asks 
to pass personal message to Commander 
Backer. This is the message: Pull yourself 
together. Positively no submarines in 
your vicinity. Positively no aircraft your 
area. What's the commotion? Full report 
required when you return to base” 

By this time the submarine was within 
hailing distance without _megaphones. 
“Greetings to Americans from Oberlieu- 
tenant Hochman, commander of French 
submarine’ 

“French 

“Versailles Treaty. We train French 
crew on our boat. French crew ver- 
dammt! Engine broken” 

Costello heard the whole story from 
the radio operator, who was on his 
payroll. He was delighted by it no less 
than he was by the total escape of the 
Elise, one of his own ships. 


like U-boats helped keep Frank’s fleet 

afloat. it was wholesale bribery of the 

Coast Guard that made it profitable for 
so many years. By 1925, someone in 
Washington figured this out and sent out 
orders for a total housekeeping. As a 
result, Costello and Big Bill Dwyer came 
to trial in 1926. Dwyer took most of the 


I speedboats. air cover and acts of God 
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rap. while Frank posed as a minor figure: 
Although Dwyer served several years in 
prison. Costello obtained a hung jury by 
demonstrating that all the government 
witnesses were paid informers, and also 
by bribing a juror He continued to run 
rum until the Repeal of Prohibition in 
1932. If private individuals pestered him 
about his bootlegging interests. he 
merely allowed them to marvel as he did 
at the wonders of the untamed sea that 
jused so many of his Caribbean-bound 
ships to wash ashore in Rum Row. 

At the peak of his strength. Costello's 
fleet brought him an income of millions 
of dollars every year and permitted him 
such luxuries as an onshore radio station 
that broadcast information about the 
weather to his ships. However. his fre- 
quency was open to many listeners. and 
his accurate weather reports probably 
saved millions of lives. Had Prohibition 
been in effect at the time of the Titanic 
and Luisitania disasters. Costello would 
probably have prevented their sinkings 
and the onset of World War I out of sheer 
public-spiritedness. 

During the Prohibition era. illegal 
liquor trafficking gave spaghetti-loving 
entrepreneurs the money and power they 
would continue to wield in American life 
until this day. At the outset. the syndicate 
was ruled from New York by Joe 
Masseria. a local Black-Hander who 
thrived on extortion. blackmail and 
speakeasies. Under Joe the Boss. Costello 
and Dwyer controlled rumrunning 
Charles “Lucky” Luciano and Vito 
Genovese controiled prositution and nar- 
cotics. Louis “Lepke” Buchalter. Joe 
Adonisand Albert Anastasia ran Murder. 
Inc.. and outside of New York various 
clans acknowledged Joe the Boss's 
supremacy in settling intramural affairs. 
Sam Lazar in Philadephia, John Lazia 
from Kansas City. Moe Dalitz and Lou 
Rothkopf of Cleveland. King Solomon in 
Boston and even Al Capone in Chicago 
loosely paid tribute to Joe the Boss. In 
Masseria's name. Luciano and Costello 
invited all of mobland to Atlantic City in 
1929, It was decided there that racket 
would henceforth be run on a coopera- 
tive basis. with each mob acknowledging 
the other's supremacy in its geographical 
area, and that Alphonse Capone would 
take a year's vacation in prison to relieve 
the criminal commonwealth of the 
federal heat that Capone's noisy Chicago 
mayhem had generated 

It was at this meeting that Luciano and 
Costello established the “corporate” syn- 
dicate that would replace the old- 
fashioned. free-lance laissez-faire 
gangsterism of the Twenties and the im- 
migrant gang-rule era, Unfortunately. 
that era was epitomized by their beloved 
Joe the Boss. 

Joe the Boss was the archetypal glam- 
orous gangster with a handlebar 
moustache. garter belts on his biceps and 
glittering rings on his pinkies. Instead of 
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elegantly twirling his spaghetti on a fork. 
he noisily sucked up each individual 
strand, To teach Joe some table manners. 
Lucky Luciano took him to lunch in 
Coney Island in 1931. When Lucky ex- 
cused himself. the other irate diners 
displayed their disapproval of Joe's habits 
by firing 20 slugs into his brain. 

Lucky Luciano was now the Boss of 
Bosses, With Costello acting as his peace- 
maker. he made peace with “mad dogs” 
like Dutch Schultz by having them Killed. 
Luciano’s vision of a modern organiza- 
tion of spaghetti fanciers tolerated no 
upstarts like Schultz and Capone. whose 
noisy belligerence only drew attention to 
criminal enterprise. With Costello and 
Meyer Lansky. he redirected rackets 
profits into ligitimate business concerns. 
But of course. Luciano and Costello con- 
tinued to expand syndicate control of slot 
machines. bookmaking. narcotics 
prostitution and other lucrative sidelines. 
‘Their wealth brought them into influen- 
tial circles where they were enthusiast 
cally received by native American pasta 
enthusiasts. 

Alas. Lucky Luciano was finally 
brought to heel in 1936 by New York 
special rackets prosecutor Thomas 
Dewey. Luciano collected a 30-to-50-year 
sentence in maximum security for 

pimping” His mother was heartbroken. 

and Frank Costello was sincerely 
grieved. Most painful of all was the fact 
that Dewey went to so much trouble to 
nail Lucky: after all. it was Lucky who 
ordered Dutch Schultz's execution when 
the Dutchman insisted on putting Dewey 
away. And now this! As Costello was 
later to remark, “There's no justice in this 
world” 

As if this were not enough. Dewey 
continued to persecute citizens who 
shared an admiration for spaghetti 
Albert Anastasia. Joe Adonis and Louis 
Lepke” Buc! all fell under Dewey 
yes when the plucky prosecutor un- 
veiled the Murder. Incorporated. scandal 
by persuading a former contract killer 
named Abe Rel to tell America how 
this corporation of hired killers had ex- 
ecuted over 1.000 citizens in cold blood. 
However. despite these cruel attacks on 
his friends. Costello continued to serve as. 
a peacemaker, persuading Lepke to sur- 
render himself in 1939. To Dewey's 
chagrin, however. Lepke surrendered not 
to him but to J. Edgar Hoover and Walter 
Winchell! To Lepke’s chagrin, Dewey 
retaliated by having him electrocuted. By 
this time. Frank Costello had emerged as 
the “Prime Minister of the Under 
world” —with Tom Dewey hot in pursuit! 
By 1943, however. Dewey was compelled 
to make a deal. As governor of New York. 
he was responsible for the security of the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard. which had become 
a happy hunting ground for Ge 

y was at firs! 
I that Luciano give his 
ing to a scheme for syndicate thugs 


to protect the yards. Frank stepped in and 
arranged for Lucky's transfer toa “gentle- 
men’s club” prison. Finally. Luciano 
agreed to sell Uncle Sam protection. and 
there was no further Nazi sabotage in the 
Brooklyn Navy yard. where. by the way. | 
went on a submarine in dry dock in 1963. 
Lucky and Frank did not stop there: they 
arranged to have General Patton's 
ilian invasion force met by Don 
Calogero Vizzini and other members of 
the local spaghetti appreciation society 
eager to fight the retreating Germans. 
They were given the most up-to-date US. 
weapons with which to do so. After the 
war, the Sicilian government was simply 
handed over to Don Vizzini. 


ith Lucky taken care of. Frank 
\\/ antly assumed the post of 


Boss of Bosses. George Wolf 
later allegedly stated that he 
would have preferred to remain a 
racketeer and gambler submissive to the 
will of Luciano. who in turn would con- 
tinue to receive the adulation of the 
public. In fact. Luciano in exile continued 
to be the supreme arbiter of taste when 
Costello could not make a peace. But 
thanks to the efforts of Manhattan 
District Attorney Frank Hogan. Costello 
was soon receiving the credit due him as 
Prime Minister of the Underworld. 
Hogan. who later achieved notoriety for 
his single-minded persecution of the 
Panther 21 in the 1960s. brought a case 
against Costello for peddling his Tam- 
many influence to name a judge to a 
Democratic ballot in New York. Costello 
beat the rap and the judge. Thomas 
Aurelio. later tumed out to be blame- 
less: Costello even said. “I can't even get a 
parking ticket fixed with him: But Hogan 
made sure that Frank’s friendships with 
Luciano. Joe the Boss. Al Capone. Dutch 
Schultz, Bugsy Siegel and all the rest 
were front-page news for weeks. When it 
was over. Frank Costello was il capo di 
tutti capito John Doe. 

‘To defuse these attacks. George Wolf 
and Meyer Lansky encouraged Costello 
to invest as heavily and ostentatiously as 
possible in legitimate concerns 
Nonetheless. he continued to dispense 
his largesse to the Democratic Party, and 
by 1949. according to Wolf. his control of 
New York State politics was complete— 
though not complete enough to prevent 
Republican Governor Dewey from 
deporting Lucky Luciano to Italy. And 
not complete enough. either. to prevent 
another powerful capo. Vito Genovese. 
from making his bid for the title of Boss 
of all Bosses. 

Between his appearances on the 
televised Kefauver Commission hearings 
on crime in 1951, his conviction for tax 
fraud in 1954. an attemped execution by a 
Genove: unmal 1957 —the first per- 
sonal attack on Costello since Ciro “The 
Artichoke King” Terranova had beaten 
him up for withholding $37 in rent col- 
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lections (before World War 1) and his 
final remandment to the federal peniten- 
tiary at Atlanta, where he finally made 
peace with cellmate Genovese. Costello 
did not seem to have much time to 
function as Boss of Bosses. Yet he re- 
mained influential in US. politics and 
crime. and after his release from Atlanta. 
he was left in peace by Genovese. to live 
his remaining years in peaceful retire- 
ment. In the years of his reign. he had had 
a fix in at FDR's White House. owned 
New York Mayor William O'Dwyer (no 
relation). bankrolled Bugsy Siegel's con- 
tribution to the ecology of Nevada, the 
city of Las Vegas. controlled an army and 
a navy that rivaled any post-World War I 
power and sunk roots into the 
Democratic Party national machine that 
persist to this day. And as he entered his 
eighth decade. Costello could watchwith 
pleasure the rise of a new generation of 
smuggler. the hippie marijuana impor- 
ters who were discovering for themselves 
the glorious contrabandista science that 
Francesco Castiglia had perfected. much 
as a Renaissance painter or Baroque com- 
poser perfected each masterpiece in 
minutest detail. 


s there a moral to the Frank Costello 

saga? George Wolf stresses that the 

Boss of Bosses was not an executioner 

but a peacemaker. who once told 
Lucky Luciano “Violence is ignorance.” 
In his own way. minority-group member 
Frank Costello was an apostle of non- 
violence like Mahatma Gandhi and Mar. 
tin Luther King. Nor was his “evil” of his 
own making: when the Senator Estes 
Kefauver tried to deport Costello in the 
1950s. Italy protested that he was.a prod- 
uct of American society and had not been 
a criminal when he left Calabria at the 
age of four. 

What of his crimes? Costello 
eschewed extortion. blackmail. contract 
murders. hard narcotics and many other 
unsavory rackets. From 1932 on. he 
earned his living as a gambler. taking a 
percentage of a network of bookies. slot 
machines. casinos. policy banks and 
numbers runners—innacent pastimes 
endorsed by every state in the union in 
the form of parimutuel and offtrack bet- 
ting. lotteries. bingo parlors and other 
innocent forms of merriment the whole 
family can enjoy while supporting good 
causes like education. the arts and high- 
way construction. Before 1932. Frank 
made a few dollars smuggling liquor that 
the country greatly needed. In some 
ways. Frank was deeply hurt by Keith 
Stroup’s failure to invite him to join the 
board of directors of NORML when it 
was chartered in 1972. He always craved 
acceptance by the “best” people. 

If Frank Costello were around to put 
the cannabis importing racket on a 
businesslike basis. there wouldn't be 
dope shortages. Arrividerci, Francesco. 
We shall not see your kind again. @ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


High Potency Vitamin E 


Sexual Potency 
Quickly Improves 
With New ‘E-Pill’ 


NEW YORK, N.Y. (Special) — 
‘An amazing new “super-charged” 
vitamin E-Pill has recently been 
developed that reportedly “quickly 
increases and rejuvenates sexual 
drives and potency for both men 
and women of all ages. It also 
makes them feel healthier and 
more youthful”. It is now avail- 
able to the American public. 

‘The new high potency E-Pill 
not only seems to increase sexual 
ability of both sexes but also “ac- 
tually perks up sexual interest and 
stimulates a persons desires,” ac- 
cording to a spokesman for the 
manufacturer. 

ALSO IMPROVES GENERAL HEALTH 

This new, easy-to-take E-Pill 
contains newly formulated, highly 
concentrated vitamin E. It tends 
to quickly build up and strengthen 
the natural physiological processes 
of the body that are believed to 
be basically responsible for its 
potency, youthfulness, health and 
long life. 

HELPS 4 OUT OF 5 PEOPLE 

Indications are that the new 
E-Pill gives quick and effective 
results to as high as 4 out of 5 
people (80%) who have used it. 
Some people report no great 
change but feel the high potency 
of vitamin E in the pill does 
quickly make them feel better 
from a general health standpoint. 

Other reports also show it tends 
to “lessen daily tension and give 
a more relaxed, happier outlook 


on life.” 
NOW AVAILABLE 

The use of these high potency 
(one-a-day) E-Pills is perfectly 
safe and are now available with- 
out prescription from the manu- 
facturer by mail order only. To 
get your supply, send $6.95. for 
a 2 week supply, (or $10.95 for 
a 30 day supply, or $17.95 for a 
60 day supply) cash, check or 
M.O. to: E-Pill, Dept. 516, 447 
Merrick Road, Oceanside, N.Y. 
11572. (Unconditional money- 
back guarantee if not satisfied.) 
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Mlegal Alien Beans 

These frijoles have nothing to lose. South 
of the border they are likely to be refried 
and served up to American tourists. 
North of the border they are as hot as 
wetbacks in a San Diego truck spare. 
These are the famous Mexican jumping 
beans, fugitive worms in vegetable drag. 
They used to be a favorite souvenir item 
until the Agriculture Department 
decided it didn’t want a native American 
jumping bean and instituted a bean 
blockade. Today many smugglers are 
cashing in on the bean’s desperation, 
using them to carry small valuable loads 
across the border. With their backpacks 
each filled with a one and one, these 
babies are turned loose in border towns, 
expected to follow an invisible train of 
sugar water to the U.S. On the way, many 
are eaten by ants. but the survivors. in 
return for their mule work, are sold to 
American schoolchildren. Distributed by 
Chaparral Novelties, Box 22, Alamogor- 
do, New Mexico 88310. Box of four retails 
for about $.49. 


Tricky Treat 
To the casual observer, this silver-plated 
pendant is just another scraper for dental 
plaque. But to the initiated, this is a 
witch's finger spoon, used by witches and 
warlocks everywhere for adding 
powders to their potions and their per- 
sons. The perfect complement to any 
bizarre costume. the witch's finger is 
bound to make everyone want a treat. 
Any tricks are up to you. $15.95 from JM] 
Jewelry, 138 West 25th St., New York, N.Y. 
10001 


Another Bug Item. 

Say you are a dog breeder trying to breed 
a talking dog. You've got an 18-kennel 
operation. and you think you've got bugs. 
What do you do? Now there is an answer 
to that question: if you have $28,000, that 
is. For that price. you can have the new 
creation of Telesearch, Ltd., the 
SA-107 automatic debugging system, 
which will make sure that up to 18 areas 
can be constantly swept for bugs. A 
monthly bug sweep is no good, when 
bugs can enter at any time. This device 
will detect any transmitters on your 
premises within a range of 20 feet of each 
unit. A must for all talking dog breeders 
and other businesspeople whose work 
requires absolute security. From Tele- 
search, Ltd. a division of the Anti- 
Wiretapping and Anti-Bugging Corpora- 
tion of America, 441 Lexington Ave,, 
New York, N.¥. 10017. 


‘Travel in the Comfort of Your Own Motel 


And save a lot of money, just like Barry 
Manilow, Kiss and Natalie Cole. No more 
jittery takeoff and landing, no more 
broken hide-a-beds, no more jammed 
magic-fingers massages. Twelve travelers 
can tour in air-conditioned comfort, with 


stereo sound, color TV. phone, kitchen, 
CBradio anda clean bathroom. 
Rent-a-bus costs $1,700 - $3,000 aweek, 
depending on the bus, length of rental 
and destination. Contact: Robert Gordon, 
450 East 63rd St, New York, N.Y. 10021. 


Legal 
rass 


This is o very special blend 
of high quality Korean Ginseng 
leaves, Damiana, high grade 
Lobelia Herb, African yohimbe 
barks and Hops. Guaranteed as 
best medium quality commer- 
cial weed .$2.50/oz., $7.00/4oz. 


©rganic Speed 


Kola nut tea and Chia seeds 
for many hours of high-energy 
fun. $2.00/20z. combination. 


Guarans 


“The Kind” 

This is truly one of the finest 
organic stimulants available. 

$5.00/1oz. 


Adfrican 


Pipe Art 
Up in the mountains of New Mexico. 
there is a company called The Craft of 
the Mandarin Moon, which turns out 
very special pipes. Just by looking at 
these pipes. you can tell that the Man- 
darin Moonies are very relaxed people. 
Made of fine materials, woods such as 
ebony, ironwood and lignumvitaestones 
such as lupis, jade, jet. African malachite, 
turquoise and agate. and such things as 
ivory and motherof-pearl. these pipes are 
perfectly put together. Dozens of pieces 
blend into one another fora surface more 
fun to play with than rosary beads. These 
pipesare expensive, $70. but they weren't 
made in a hurry, and if you use pipe 
cleaners, they'll last a lifetime. From The 
Craft of the Mandarin Moon, 517 Airport 
Rd. Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501, 


“High Style” spotlights the latest ac- 
couterments of the high life, including 
playthings, paraphernalia, instru- 
ments of pleasure, gadgets for your 
work and for your home—anything 
that adds zest and style to your day. If 
you know of an item that should be 
reviewed in this department, please 
send it to the High Style editor. 


Lohime 


Bark Tea or 


Kava Kava EX oot 


Each has effects similar to 
mellow acid. 
Each $1.00/oz., $3.00/4ozs. 


GotuKols 


The Cosmic Think Drinks 
$1.00/oz., $3,00/4ozs. 


Special & 
Sample Deg 
Send $10 and get one of each of 
the above (7ozs.) and save $2.50. 


For fost service send cash or postal money, 
order ond $1 for shipping ond handling, 


ELECTRIC EARTH HERBS 
Dept. HT. 
P.O. Box 261 
Sonora, CA 95370 
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High Times welcomes anonymous reports, but 
please be specific about the area, type, quan- 
tity and quality of dope referred to. If you are 
aware of other prices or have other relevant In- 
formation of suggestions, please send them in. 
‘The THMQ is Intended solely for comparative 
purposes and inno way is meant as an induce- 
ment to illegal activity, or as an endorsement of 
dope usage oF trafficking, or as an endorse- 
ment of any particular dope. K 


Smokit: 
All you need 
to Bet high: 


Liciant Matches burn 50 seconds 
or more(lighting bongs, pipes, etc.) 


<Sisne ROACH CL[P> —— 


2A pack of 4. A working _ 


rolling papers. roach clip 
at the end of 


K4 each match. 
eA place for 
your stash. §y,Fits flat 
in any pocket 
without a bulge. 


SUGG. RETAIL 
UNDER $1.00 


Smohit’ 


2nd Generation Industries, Inc. 
475 Park Avenue South 

New York, N.Y. 10016 
212/685-4994 800/223-6040 


“Except the weed, of course. 


Closers 


Soap Dopers 

Mary Wanna. Mary Wanna 
was written by Harry Wasser- 
man and photographed by 
Howard Berman. They met in 
Madison. Wisconsin. where 
they worked on the notorious 
subversive underground 
Takeover. Since moving to 
New York City. they have 
worked together on the Yips. 
ter Times, the Y.LP paper. and 


Schang 


Berman. 


National Weed. Gabrielle 
Schang, who plays Mary 
Mary (Harry plays Tom. Tom) 
is editor of the Alternative 
Media mag published by APS 
(Alternative Press Syndicate). 
She was formerly with the 
Berkeley Barb. Although this 
is their first appearance op- 
posite Johnny Carson, if we 
get enough cards and letters. 
there may be future episodes. 


N ee 


Wasserman 


Guests of the Government 
Thank the Lord for our 
coverage of the US. govern- 
ment's plot to grow marijuana 
in the heart of Dixie. The Lord 
in question. of course, is Lord 
Anthony Haden -Guest 
noted journalist. U.S. corre- 
spondent for the London Tele- 
graph. and author of The Pa- 
radise Program; Travels 
Through Muzak, Hilton 
Coca-Cola, Walt Disney and 
Other World Empires. 


Haden-Guest Wolman 

The accompanying shots of 
Uncle Sam’s stash were taken 
by Baron Wolman. a media 
freak who has made publish- 
ing history on several occa~ 
sions: first as a founder and 
original house photographer 
of Rolling Stone; then as pub- 
lisher of Rags, a valiant at- 
tempt at fusing fashion and 
hip that was ahead of its time 
and launched the careers of 
many of today’s fashion writ- 
ing stars. and lately as the 
publisher of Squarebooks. a 
small book company with big 
ideas. Wolman has also pro- 
duced a definitive study of the 
latest craze. Vans, A Book of 
Rolling Rooms, for Doubleday 
Next time. bring it to High 
‘Times Press. Baron 


Heralding Farrell 

Our October centerfold pho- 
tographer John Farrell, who 
also shat this month's “Psyco- 
coffees,” describes himself as 
“first of all a Christian, and 
then a delightfully corrupt 
hedonist.” Farrell, whose 
family hails from the Dutch- 
Irish stock that settled in the 
hills of West Virginia two 
centuries ago, “trains horses, 
motorcycles and women" from 
his infamous “Black Studio of 
Christopher Street” in the heart 
of New York's Greenwich 
‘Village. Known to friends as 
“Photon” Farrell, he began 
photography at age 13 when he 
shot his cousin Jazelle at a tent 
revival in Wheeling. Since 
Wheeling, Farrell has photo- 
graphed for the likes of 
‘Tiffany's catalogue, Rosenthal 
China, Georg Jensen, ITT, and, 
of course, High Times. 


Bio Degradable 
With this issue High ‘Times 
a new format ad 
dition, National Weed. which 
started as a yellow journalism 
dope tabloid. Unfortunately 
America was not ready for it 
(nor was any other country) 
and NatWeed went broke 
Now it's been ecologically re: 
cycled as a section in High 
Times. Tell us how you like it 


Lizard Prince 

Leslie Morrison, who con- 
ducted the interview with “A 
Smuggling Kingpin," is an old 
High Times hand. He 
appeared in High Times #2 
with his interview with 
President Kennedy's dope 
dealer; in HT #3 with “The 
Night They Raided Crosby's,” 
a smokeeasy tale; in HT #4 
with “The High and the 
Mighty,” a Caribbean smug- 
gling epic. Since then, Leslie 
has been hard to find, 
especially by those who were 
looking for him. Anyway, 
Leslie is our resident smug- 
gling expert and will hope- 
fully be appearing more often 
in the future, especially if 
you want him. Write. 


The Spy Who Came in from 
on Hold 

CIA alumnus 
O'Toole, author of “The Phone 
Company's Private CIA 

made big news when he es: 
tablished at least the partial 
innocence of Lee Harvey Os- 
wald. through the use of an 
ronic voice pattern ana 
lyzer. The results of his ex. 
periments were published in 
his book. The Assassination 


(aes “ 
& 


seorge 


Tapes: An Electronic Probe 
into the Murder of President 
Kennedy and the Dallas 
Coverup (Penthouse Press) 
O'Toole writes for many mag- 
azines and his next book. The 
Private Sector: Hired Police: in 
America, blows the whistle 
on Ma Bell and other multi 
national conglomerates that 
act more like dictatorships 
than the public service corpo: 
rations they claim to be. 


Café, Olé! 
Michael Aldrich, Ph.D. is the 
executive curator of the Fitz 
Hugh Ludlow Memorial Li: 
brary in San Francisco. The 
Fitz Hugh is the world’s finest 
private collection of rare drug 
books, manuscripts and archi- 
ves. Naturally. the curator isa 
dope expert. but Aldrich also 
has the distinction of holding 
the nation’s first Ph.D. in mar- 
ijuana history and folklore. a 
milestone in sheepskin 
granted in 1970 by the State 
University of New York at 
Buffalo. Aldrich was a 
Fulbright scholar and started 
the first campus chapter of 
LEMAR, (Legalize Mari- 
juana) an early organization 
to free the weed. He also 
taught drug history at the Cal- 
ifornia Institute of the Arts (a 
college principally endowed 
hy Walt Disney's will). Al- 
drich was co-founder of 
AMORPHIA. which mar 
keted the old "Acapulco Gold” 
rolling papers with proceeds 
going toward marijuana law 
reform. He helped organize 
the California referendum for 
decriminalization of mari~ 
juana, and has written many 
eson drug history. 

he secret of Aldrich’s 
enormous accomplishment is 
not. however. marijuana. Al- 
drich keeps up his incredible 
pace by using the well-known 
stimulant, coffee. The Doctor 
denies that he abuses java, 
but those who have seen Al- 
drich’s paraphernalia, includ- 
ing a Braun coffee grinder. say 
he's bean mainliner. 


Real Chalice 

Some of our readers sus- 
pected that the picture of Bob 
Marley and marijuana was 
some kind of tricky artwork. 
As you can clearly see here, 
Bob Marley really hasbeen in 
thesameroomas the herb. 


“a perfect co-mingling of songwriting (Eric Kaz), singing(Craig Fuller) 
and playing(Steve Katz and Doug Yule) with George Martin production. 
“Light Of Your Love” and “Let Me Down Easy” are masterpieces” 

RECORD WORLD 


Titustration: Cato. 


American Flyer 
Produced by George Martin 
on United Artists Records and Tapes. 


THE NEW STYX ALBUM IS 
“CRYSTAL BALL”? 


LOOK INTO IT. 


ON A&M RECORDS AND TAPES 
Produced by Stys 
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